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Thus, Sir, 'r tis 's for my own fake 
that you; have this 


my; Reſpeet. Self- Love, to Mm | 
honeltly, ;is at the bottom of _mol 
Men's :Deſigns. ., They -may., pre 
tend ajpublick Spirit, = che late- 


reſt-of the Nation, .bur how mani- 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


felt is it, that they mean nothing 
but Honour and Advantage to 
themſelves. © 
How few. are there like your ſelf, 
tharare facrifice the Joys'and Comi- 
forts of a flowing Hereditary For- 
rune and Dignity t0 the” toils and 
tatigues of War, through the fan- 
ole, glorious Motive of ferving cheix 
Country ! I | 
"There can be no private Intereſt 
in this, you want it not. | Tis too | 
apparent that the Enemies to the 
Tranquliry of England are Nume- 
rots, that there are many endea- 
vours to unhinge the Succeſſion, as 
by Law eſtabliſh'd, which 1s its 
fr fucare Security, that there is 
a Set of Men among us who would 
compals their deſigns, though at 
the expence of overthrowing our 
Conſtitution out of a miſtaken Re- 
venge, and therefore it is, that you 
have 


&2 


have forſaken the Tofirdeliphtiof 
a private” Life, that you might be 
| able in a more publick Sphere to 
contribute to 'the confirmation of 
the preſent Welfare and Happineſs 


of your Country. © 
This is an Example worthy: of 

any of the Roman Spirits. Happy 

indeed were ' the Commonwealth, 

and notto be ſhaken by any foreign 

Power, if Men would ſo negle& 
their particular Intereſts, and ſtudy 
to maintain the general Good, 
 Theſethings conſider'd, how ju- 
Rikable is my Ambition to aſpire 

at ſuch a Patronage! Nor can you, ; 
Sir, juſtly blame me for the liberty — E 
I have taken. Who can look up- -Þ 
on a piece of Yandyke, without ad- _ 
miring all thoſe Graces that are ſo - - 
peculiar to him, and that natural , Mi 
Diſpoſition of all the Parts that "2M 
ſhew ſo fair a reſemblance of the = 
beſt Life ? Oy. How m Mn | 
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| Te Epifhle Dadicaary, 
- How muchlefs then can one for: 
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{of SIM of:my Tranſlation of 


beartobe tranſported with. a living, 
Pattern-ofall AC-PoafeRionemhi, 


the other couldbuthandfomlyffeign! | 


Thus you muſt have ;been leſs con- 


ſpicuous to have eſcapd a Dedica- 
tion. if -yourhad not been diftin- 
Lge by.a thouland":good Qual: 

es, 'Ihad-Joft:the honour 1 do my 


felt by this Epiſtle. 


—_ Sir, my Zeal has:made,me 
et -that :I am writing :to your 


1/ſhall therefore. conclude with 
5 youracceptance of | this Se- 


bill ad habeas ta iogpR: | 
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(ALBA was tn in the 
manner Ive ſaid, which had 

been foretold him heretofore 
by 7iberizs, when he afſur'd 
him that he ſhould one day taſt of Em- 
pire, He had likewiſe other very clear 
Preſages of his future Grandeur. He 
B dreamt 
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dreamt one day that he ſaw Fortune, 
who told him, thatthe had warted long 
at his Gate, without being able ro | 
in, and if ſhe was made to attend lon- 
ger, ſhe ſhould he eblig'd to retire ſome 
where elſe. Some Veſſels laden with 


Arms.came - the Coafty; of p, th 
: & having 


without a ,.Pilot. - 
brought forth ® young one, he”'was 
told 'twas a ſign he ſhould aſcend 
the Throne. - Some white Hairs having 
appeard of a fudden on the Head of 
a Youth, who brought Incenſe to Ga/ba 
when he was juſt going to Sacriiice, 
the Soothſayers judg d that this egya- 
ordinary change implied, that x" bf 
vereign Power {hould pais from a young 
Prince to Gal/ba, who was then grown 
_ old. RR ol oe FEA 
He govern'd with great Moderati- 
on, and made himſelf odious to fone. 
He thovght, .and declar'd,, very .often, 
that he had not ſeizd. upon the Empire, 
| but, that, he had receiv!d it' from the 
IE of othexs. Yet he had his Faults, 
far. he,, was neyer, weary of heaping 
od. Midhiey,, 'as if hel tf ret 5 
extreqmly, aod at the fame time, his 
Expence was to little, that he'gave'a- 
A ** way 


(31. 


way but OZeli inftead of Drathmi' $. 
But his Freedmen committed Diſorders, 
which ' were imputed to him. For if 
it be ſufficient for a private Man to 
abſtain from any Injuſtice, *tis not e- 
novgh for a Prince ; he is likewife ob- 
 lig'd to hinder others from committing 
any, ſince that which he ſuffers, 1s no 
| leſs detrimental to his SubjefAs, than 
What ke commirs himſelf, Thus tho' 
Galba did no great hurt, yet he had a 
very ill Reputation, becauſe heſuffer'd 
others to do it, or took not the pains. 
to inform himſelf of it. Capito and 
others had ſo little reſpe&t for him, that 
the firſt ſitting one day to decide A 
Cauſe, the Perſon whom he had con-. 
demn'd appeald from his Sentence 
whereupon he went up to the higheſt 
Bench, and faid to him, * Now try 
' your Appeal before the Emperor, and 
* condemn'd him to Dearh. 

When Galba was come near Ronte, 
Nero's Guards went to meet him, and 
petition'd him to continue them 1n the 
rank they held. The an{wer which 
he made them, that he would confider 
of it, having diſpos'd them to {ome 


kind. of Mutiny, he commanded. his 
|» M7 Meet 
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Men to fall upon them, ſo that ſeven 
thouſand were cut to pieces, and the © 
reſt were decimated. Thus had Galba 
| preſerv'd a firm and vigorous mind in a 
Body, oppreſs'd with Age and Sickneſs, 
being perſwaded that 'twas a condeſ- 
| cenſion unworthy of an Emperor, to 
do any thing againſt his Will. His 
| Guards one day asking him tor Money, 
: he retus'd them, ſaying, that he had 
been accuſtom'd to chooſe Soldiers, and 
| not to buy them. The People being 
3 | very importunate, that 7 ig:/inuw and 0- 
thers who had committed great Diſor- 
ders inthe late Reign, might be brought 
to Puniſhment, he wlbers, | not conſent 
toit, which perhaps he might have done, 
| if the People had not urg'd it in that 
| manner. Nevertheleſs he commanded 
| Felius, Narciſſus, Patrobius, and Lo- 
| cuſta the famous Poiſoner, and ſome 0- 
thers who had been ingreat credit with 
Nero, to be carricd through the City 
in Chains, and afterwards to be execu- 
ted, If he was to be efteem'd and. 
commended for al] theſe things, he was 
likewiſe ridicul'd and deſpis'd for wear- 
ing his Sword continually, when he 
was fo far advanc'd in Age, and ſub- 
ject 
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jet to ſeveral Infirmities. The Soldi- 
ers who ſerv'd in the two Provinces of 
| Germany under Rufus, being extreamly 
angry becauſe they had receiv'd no Gra- 
tification from Galba, fearch'd out for 
one, in whoſe Perſon they might fatis- 
fie the violent deſire they had of ma-_ 
king an Emperor, which they could 
not perſwade Rufus to conſent to. They 
propos'd Vite/ius for their purpoſe, who 
commanded at that time in the lower 
Germany, and whom they could eſteem 
for nothing but the advantage of his 
Birth. They did not conſider that he 
had formerly contributed to the plea- 
ſures of Tiberius, and that ever ſince 
he had led a voluptuous Life. They 
thought perhaps on the contrary, that 
thoſe detets would make him the fit- 
ter for their Deſign. As for Yite/ius, he 
did not in the leaſt imagine that he 
was worthy of the Empire, and when 
he would ſhew the vanity of Judicial 
Aſtrology, and the ignorance of thoſe 
who profeſs'd it, he brought no other 
proof "oa what they had ſaid, that 
he ſhould be poſſeſsd one day of the 
Sovereign Power. - Nero alſo laugh'd 
at this Prediction, and had fuch a con- 
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[ 6] 
tempt for YVitellius, that he never did 
him the leaſt hurt. As ſoon as Galba 


| had receiv'd news of the Revolt of Y#z 


tellias, he 2dopted Lucius Piſo, a young 
Lord of illuſtrious Birth, and approv'd 
Wiſdom, and declar'd him Ceſar. - 
Otho did a great deal of hurt to the 
Empire in revenge, for not being pre- 


ferr'd to P3ſo, and adopted in his room. 


"Tis certain that he was very much 
elteem'd by Galba, and that day the 
Emperor was kill'd, he was the only 
Senator that ſtood near him when he 
Sacrific'd, which was the occaſion of 
his ſucceeding him. For the Augar ha- 
ving declar'd to Galba, that there was 
a Conſpiracy form'd againlt his Per- 


ſon, and adviting him not to appear, 


0:5e went away that inſtant, under 
what pretence I know not, and being 
admitted into the Camp by ſome Sol- 
diers that he held intelligence with, he 
gain'd ſome others who were but ill 
inclind for Ga/ba, corrupting them with 
Money, and receivd from them and 
their Companions the Sovereign Autho- 
rity. Gal/ba was no ſooner intorm'd of 
this Enterprize, but he ſent fome Per- 
fons to the Army, to perſwade them 
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to change their Minds, and to conti- 
mnue faithful to him. In the mean time 
a Soldier preſents himfelf to him with 
a Sword in his Hand naked and bloody, 
and fays to him, * Take Courage, my 
. Lord, [ have kilFd Ozho, and you are 
* now in Safety. Galba believing he 
{poke truth, ask'd him who had comman- 
ded him to do what he had done, and 
went towards the Capitol with a deſign 
to offer Sacrifice. When he was in the 
Market-place, he was met by abundance 
. of People, both on foot and on Horſe- 
back, who killd him in the preſence 
of ſeveral Senators, and others with- 
out regard to his Age, or his Dignity 
either of High-Prieft or Emperor. When 
he was wounded and fell from his Chair, 
he only faid, © What have I done to 
* deſerve this uſage ? Sempronius Dru- 
ſes died in his defence, and by this Acti- 
on merited the place which his name 
has found in iſtory. Pifo and ſeveral 
others were likewiſe killd, though they 
had not attempted to defend Galba. 
Piſo was killd for no other reaſon, 
but becauſe he had been declared Empe- 
ror. Galba had liv'd ſeventy two years, 
and reign'd nine Months thirteen Days. 
B 4 THE 


EMPEROR 
OTHO. 


A L B 4 dying in this manner, 
-I Otho receiv'd almoſt on the in- 


= ſtant, preſages of the puniſh- 


ment that was prepar'd for him. 
As he was offering a Sacrifice, the en- 


trails of the Victims appear'd Ominous, 
and gave him occaſion to fay, * Why 


© ſhould I undertake to play upon the 


© great Flute, which is a Proverb that 
*15 uſually ſaid of thoſe who do any 


_ © thing againſt their Intereſts? Yet more, 
he was ſo diſturb'd in the Night, that 
«; bi | e 
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_ cid not refſottgce thEEmptrez” On 
contrary, je aint himfelt in, 3 


LL -- 
he fell out of his Bed, and aſtoniſh'd_ 
his-Guards with -his fall, {o-that-poing- 
inro” his-Chamber; they found trimrex-" 
tended upon the Ground. But though 
he had ſecret notigeg pf;the Misfortunes 
that were to happen to him, yet he 


and underwent the uniſhment hede- 


fſervd. Nevertheleſs it:mwuit be own'd, 


that on ſeveral occaſions he us d great 
Moderatiop,yand Equity tþ comply with | 
the PESple— He 'waz to Tar from fol- 
lowing his Inclinations_in that, that he 
did violencgJo bitp(elf} tor fear of in- 
creaſing the number of his Enemies, 


which was already but too great, by 
recſon.of: the Partifans of '//Trel{zus.” "1, 


:The1 Senitenid all that depended on 


_ them:£0 odvſirmeQrdoim the poſſeſſion 


of: the; fie, :hecauſe:he 1aid that he 
hath been, Fdro'd:to. arcept cit, thar' he. 
was-draght- 0::the -Caiyy againtt (ts; 
keys and while he reſiſted: the preſiing: 
igftances:of; the Solditrs;>he'ran " dan” 
ger of {his be; He Ipoke Sth great 
Giwality, and: affected roifeem' very. no- 
d&rate.:, He:aluted. at-a' diſtance rhoſe 
wm conldHot _—_— him, and my 
noble 


: BS 
noble Promiſes. Nevertheleſs it was 
ealie to perceive, that his Government 
would. prove more Inſfolent and Cruel, 
than that of Nero had .been. He took 
his Name immediately, pardon'd Sena-, 
tors that had .bcen condemn'd, an 

granted other Favours. He was very 
a{liduous at \the ;Theatre, with a deſign 
to. flatter the; People, and; gain their 
Aﬀections. He. gave Strangers the Pri- 


Vroge of the Roman freedom, and pro- 
mis.d great Gratuities, to' ſeveral. Yet. 


he. got the. Afirriigns of but. very few: 
by theſe Methods, only,:of ſuch as re- 
ſembled him.z. his way, of Living being, 
very much ſuſpected by.eyery body, 
eſpecially from che ſtrict familiarity he. 
held with Sgorus, and other;Favourites- 
of Nero, He gave ſo unbounded a li 
berty to the Soldiers by. the profuſion. 
of his Gifts, and the exceſs of his Flat- 
teries, that they had one day the In- 
ſolence to break into his Palace when 
he -was at Supper with ſeveral Sena- 
tors, and to kill thoſe who would have 
ſtop'd them at the Door of the Hall 

where they were cating, and had cer- +. 
tainly put all to the Sword, if they had 
not made haſt to riſe from the 1 
Thea dantoben EY x 
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and hide themſelves. Ozho took this 
Action for a mark of the Aﬀection they 
bore him, and rewarded them for it. 

* A certain Perſon, whoſe Name Dzor 
_ could never learn, pretending at this 
time to be the Emperor Nero, was at 


_ haſt diſcover, and receiv'd the puniſh» 


ment his Impoſture deſery'd. Otho ha- 
ving ſeveral times offer d Y7tellius in 
'vain to ſhare the Empire with him, 
 reſolv'd at length to decide the diffe- 
rence by Arms, and in order to it ſent 
his Troops under the conduct of ſeve- 
ral Chiels, whoſe ill Correſpondence 
was the cauſe of their Defeat. The 
Battel was fought near Cremona, in which 
forty thouſand Men fell on both ſides. 
"Tis faid, this loſs had been preſag'd by 
ſeveral Prodigies, and among the reſt, 
by a Bird of an extraordinary bigneſs, 
that had been ſeen for ſeveral days. A 
Horſeman of the Army of Ortho, ha- 
'ving brought him the news of the De- 
fear, and being disbeliev'd by thoſe who 
were at that time with the Emperor, 
_ * Would to the Gods, My Lord, ſaid 
* he, that what T have told you were 
* falſe. I could die with Joy, if your 
_ * Army had won the Victory, But tho' 

ks it 
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© it is overcome, I am content to die, 
; * leſt I ſhould be ſuſpeted to have fled 
; in order to fave my Life. As for 
* You, My Lord, the Enemies are fo 
. near, that you have but a very ſmall. 

* time to reſolve what to do. 
_  Aﬀeer he had ſpoke in this manner, 
he kill'd himſelf, and ſo well confirm'd 
the truth of what he had faid by the. 
boldneſs of his Action, that no body 
queſtiond it. But though his Friends 
were very numerous, tho' they had re- 
ceiv d a Reinforcement of Legions late- 
ly arriv'd from Parnonia, and through 
their tender love for Otho, were rea- 
dy to renew the War for his Intereſt, 
he ſpent the time unprofitably, till the | 
loſs of the Battel had been confirm'd 
by the teſtimony of ſeveral Perſons ar- 
rivd from the Army. Then 0rho, af- 
ter ſome Contemplation, made a long 
Harangue to his Soldiers, and among 
other things ſaid what follows. © We 
© have hitherto had but too many Dif- 
. ; ferences and Diviſions. I abhor the 
* thoughts of a Civil War, ev'n tho' 
* it were to bring me Victory. I love 
© the Roman People, though they can- 
© not be reconcil'd to me. Let Vitelli- 
* US 


* Man. I hay rather 


[14] 
Us remain Vidtorious; finee the Gods 
are pleas'd to order it ſo."'Let his Ar- 
* my flouriſh, I confent && it” very wil- 
b * eh + ”Tis but reaſohable that one 
* ' Man ſhould die to preferve a great 
* many, rather than that a 'great num- 
© ber ſhould periſh to peeve a ſingle 
a Mutius, a 
© Decins, a Chrtius, ora Reerlus, than a 
* Piarins, a Cinna, or a'Syila. Do not 
© force me tobe like any of theſe Men 
* whom I abhor, nor envy'me the plo- 
* ry of imitating thoſe whom [ eſteem. 
© Go over to-him for whom ViRory 
© has declar'd her elf, and endeavour 
* to obtain his favour. For me, I ſhall 
, ' know how to'ſecure'my Liberty, and 
* to make'appear by very ferſible Ef- 


b. , feds, that you have choſen. an Em- 


* peror, who: will not Sacrifice you to 


4 , his Intereſts, but Sacrifices himſelf for 


* yours. This Diſcourſe of Orho dive 
dey the Soldiers: between an admiration 
for his Vertue, and compatſhon for his 
Diſgrace, inſomuch that melting into 
Tears, and making diſmal Lamentati- 
ons, they calfd him their Father, and 


_ proteſted they lov'd him more tender- 


ly than their own Children and Relati- 
ONS. 
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Was 

ons. They ſpent ſeverals days in Diſ- 
putes, during which Ozho intreated them 
' to let him die, and they obſtinately re- 
fus'd to conſent to his deſire. At length 
having enjoynd them Silence, he ſpoke 
to them as follows. * Why ſhould I 
* ſhew leſs courage than the Soldier, 

* who as you have ſeen kill'd himſelf 
* for no other reaſon, but for having 


* brought his Prince the news of the 


* defeat of his Army? I am reſolv'd to 
* follow him, that I may have no more 
* occaſions of hearing or ſeeing any 

- thing of the like nature. I beg of 

You, af you love me, to let me die, 

* and not oblige me to live. Goto the 
Conqueror, and make your court to 
him. Heretir'd after that into his Cham- 
ber, took a Dagger, and killd himfelt. 
The Soldiers wept for him, and buried 
him, and ſome of them ev'n kill'd 
' themſelves after him. This was the 
end of Ortho, who livd thirty ſeven 
years, within "eleven days. He reignd 


but three Months and fix Days, and fi- 


niſh'd an infamous Life by a glorious 
Death, renouncing in a. very generous 
manner the Empire, of which he had poſ- 
ſe(sd himfelt by very criminal Meaſures. 
THE 
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At 


mio k 3 
-.OF THE | 
EMPEROR 
VITELLIUS. 


H E Roman People had no ſoon- 

er underſtood the Death of 0- , 

b tho, but they changd their {4 
Minds, and loaded him with Impreca- | 

tions, upon whom they had a little be- | 

fore laviſh'd their Praiſes, and wiſhd | 

Victorious. They proclaim'd Y7tellius 
Emperor on the very inſtant, whom | 

they had inſulted ſo outragiouſly. Thus 
there is nothing ſtable among Men. 

They who enjoy the molt flouriſhing 

Proſperity, and they who are driven to. 
Ts  W-. the ts 
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F. 


(18 ] 
the loweſt ebb of Fortune, are both in 
a condition equally uncertain and doubt- 
ful, to day receiving Praiſes and Ho- 
nours, and to morrow Diſgraces and 
Affronts, according to the various ca- 
pricio's of Fortune. 

As ſoon as Yitellius came to Rome, 
he order'd Afﬀairs as he thought fit, and 

publiſh'd an Edict, by which he baniſh'd 
all Judicial Aftrologers, commanding 
them to leave 7zaly by a prefixd time. 
In revenge they poſted up Bills in the 
_ Night, which gave notice of the time 
he was to leave the World, and it fell 
-out within the time, which is an evi- 
dence that they had an exact know- 
ledge of futurity. 

Vitellizs abandon'd himſelf entirely 
to all ſorts of Pleaſures and Diſorders, 
without taking any care of Aﬀairs, or 
ſhewing any regard either for Gods or 
Men. He was very much addicted 
from his youth to Drinking, Gaming, 
the Czrcus, and the Theatre. He had 
ſpent a world of Money in thoſe places, 
and contracted immenſe Debrs. But 
as ſoon as he was in poſſeffion of the 
Sovereign Power, he plung'd himſelf. 
more tian ever in Luxury, and Plea- 

(ures, 
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ſures, paſſing Days and Nights in Feaſt- 
ing, and often provoking himſelf to Vo- 
mit, in order to eaſe his Stomach, and 
to ſpare it the trouble of digeſting. 
By this means he ruind his Health a- 

midſt his Excefles, which deſtroy'd all 
the other Companions of his Debauche- 
ries. One of them call'd YVi#:ius Criſ- 
- pus, being faln ſick, and ſo hindred 
from going to the Feaſts of Yirelius, 
ſaid agreeably, © I ſhould have been 
* dead, if I had not been Sick. 
| The Life and Reign of Yitellius were 
nothing elſe but one continued exceſs 
of Eating and Drinking. Every one 
was buſie in looking atter what was 
moſt Delicious and Coſtly upon Sea or 
Land to load the Tables, and provoke 
the Appetite ; and theſe Meats are call'd 
to this day the food of Yzrellius. It 
is not neceſlary for me to enter into the 
particulars of theſe monſtrous Extrava- 
gancies, *tis ſufficient to ſay that all the 
World agrees, that during his Reign, he 
ſpent in feaſting two Millions two thou- 
ſand five hundred Drachma's. Thus 
he laviſh'd in a lictle rime the princi- 


pal Riches of the Empire. He order'd 


to be put into one Diſh, fo prodigious 
2 A 


a0 J- 


2 quantity of Tongues, Brains, and 


| Livers of Fiſhes and Birds, that+ it coſt 


him twenty five thouſand Drachma's. 


This Diſh was of Silver, it being impoſ- 


ſible to make one of Earth large cnough ; 
and it was prelerv'd as a Veſſel Con- 
ſecrated to the Gods till the Reign of 
Adrian, who melted it. I cannot omit 
ſaying, that the Golden Palace of Nero 
did not ſeem large or magnificent enough 


for him,and though he prais'd his Actions 


and his Manners, he could not forbear 
to blame him for being no better lodg'd, 
and furniſh'd. Galeria his Wife would. 
often laugh at the indifferent furniture 
ſhe had tound in the Palace of the Em- 
perors. They who conſum'd ſo much 
Money, ſcarce kept any account, be- 
cauſe they did not make the expence 
out of their own Stock. But yet they 
who made it, tho' they did it by turns, 
were extreamly incommoded by it. 
Some provided Breakfaſt, others Din- 
ner, others Supper, others Collations ; fo 
that in a very little time, there was ſpent 
in feaſting a Million of Drachmas. The 


change of Yitellins's fortune, was the - 


ſubject of every bodies Raillery. They 
who bad ſcen him formerly plung'd in 
—y the 
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the moſt filthy Debaucheries, and ſaw 
him now, affte&t a gravity in Afſem- 
blies ; they who had ſeen him tin a blue 
Habit wipe off the ſweat from the Hor- 
ſes that were tird with the Courſe, 
and ſaw him now upon a fine Horſe in 
a purple Habit : They who remembred 
that he durſt not appear formerly in 
the publick place, for fear of being op- 
preſs d by his Creditors, and who ſaw 
him now go up to the Capizol ſurroun- 
ded with Guards : In a word, they who 
coni{iderd the zeal with which he was 

courted, and who call'd to mind how 
| backward People had been to take no- 
tice of him at another time, all theſe 
Perſons, 1 fay, could not forbear laugh- 


ing. His Creditors who had been ſo. 


rigid again{t him, when they faw him 
ready to depart for Germany, and had 
_ with much difficulty been perſwaded to 
let him go, though he had given them 
Security, were now in a very different 
Humour, for inſtead of Laughing with 
the reſt, they hid themſelves with more 
-" Care, than if they had owed Money. 
Nor was Vitellius unmindiul of them, 
for he fearch'd for them with all poſſt- 
ble Rigour, and when he had found 
Wh C 3 them, 
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them, he obligd them to return into. 
his Hands, the Titles they had to their 
Debts, telling them, that he had dif-_ 
_ charg'd the Sums they had lent him, 
by faving their Lives. He was often 
preſent at the Sports and Shows, with 
2 deſign to get the Aﬀections of the 
People. He tupp'd with the chief Men 
of the Senate, and diſcours'd familiar- 
ly with them ro ſecure their Friend- 
ſhip. He had a great value for his old 
Friends, inſtead of forgetting them, as 
tis uſually practis'd among thoſe, who 
riſing faddenly, and contrary to ex- 
pectation to a high Fortune, deſpis'd 
and hate thoſe who knew them 1n their 
former Condition. | 

While he behav'd himſelf in this man- 
ner , he had Prefages of the Misfor- 
_ tunes that were to happen to him. A 
Comet was icen, and the Moon was 

twice Eclips'd againſt the uſual courſe, 
to wit, once the fourth day, and a- 
 nother time the ſeventh. Beſides, 
two Suns were ſcen at the ſame time, 
one in the Eaſt, which was clear and 
dazling, and the other: in the Weſt, 
which was pale and obſcure. In the 
Capzrol likewiſe the traces and ogy 
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of the Gods were mark'd, as if they 
were gone out : Yet more, the Soldi- 
ers who guarded it in the Night, re- 
ported that the Doors of the Temple. 
of Jupiter Capitolinus, open'd of their 


own accord with fo dreadful a Noiſe,, _ 


that ſome of the Guards died with fear. 
While theſe Prodigies were obſerv'd at 
Rome, Veſpaſtan, who made War in Ja- 
dea, receiv'd news of the Conteſt that 
had happen'd between Otho and Ytet- 
lius for the Empire, and began to con- 
ſider what was to be done at a con- 
juncture that ſeem'd ſo favourable to 
lim. He was elteemd and belov'd not 
only for the Valour he had ſhewn in 
_ Great Britain and Judea, but alſo for 
his Prudence and his Equity, which 
made abundance of People wiſh and 
hope to live one day under his Power. 
Mucian purſu'd his Proclamation with 
an earneſtneſs and zeal that were very 
extraordinary, in hopes that it Yeſpaſe- 
an ever came to be poſle(s'd of the So- 
gyereign Authority, he would be fo juſt 
as to let him ſhare it with him. The 
rumour of this Intrigue was no ſoon- 
er come to the Ears of the Soldiers, 
| but they ſurrounded Peſpaſtan's Tent, 
C 4 and 
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and proclaim'd him Emperor. When + 
I come to the Hiſtory of his Reign, I 
thall not fail to relate the Signs and 
Dreams by which his future Grandeur 
had been foretold him, long before he 
was in poſſeſſion of it. 0 
— Bur at this time he ſent Mucian into 
Ttaly, to make War againſt Yitellins, 
and having ſetled the Aﬀairs of Syria, 
and intruſted ſeveral Captains with the 
care of continuing the War againſt the 
Jews, he went into Fgypr, where he 
amaſs'd the greatelt quantity of Money 
and Corn that he poſlibly could, with 
a delign to ſend them to Rome. His 
Legions that were in Mzfa , under- 
ſtanding the practices that were on foot 
to raiſe Yeſpafian to the Throne, ſtaid 
not for the arrival of Mucian, whole 
march they had notice of, and attempt- 
ed to make their own Commander Em- 
peror. He was call'd Antonius Primas, 
had been formerly baniſh'd by Nero, 
then recalld by Gala, and at this time 
commanded the Troops that were in 
Pannonuia, Thus was he inveſted with 
an abſolute Power, though he had nei- 
ther been eleted by Emperor, or Se- 
Hate, which may be an Argument of 
_ the 
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the great Indignation the Soldiers had 
conceiv'd for Yitellius, and the ardent 
deſire they had to Plunder. They ear- 
neſtly wiſhd for an occaſion to ra- 
 _ vage /taly, as they did with a Ven- 
 geance. OS.» 2 a Ts TO 
_ The news of this Storm that was 
gathering againſt YVirellius, did not ob- 
lIige him to quit Rome, nor hinder him 
from taking his ordinary Diverſions, 
or from giving the People a Combat 
of Gladiators. The part that was given 
Sporus to act in the Shows that were 
to be repreſented, being that of a 
young, Girl that was ravilh'd, he ra- 
ther choſe to kill himſelf, than be ex- 
pos d to ſo much Intamy. Alzenus ha- 
ving receiv'd from YVitelus fume Troops 
to oppoſe the deſigns of his Enemies, 
went to Cremona , and made himſelf 
Maſter of it. But when he conſider'd 
that the Soldiers he commanded were 
enervated with Pleaſures, and by a long 
_courle of Idleneſs had forgot the ule 
of their Arms, whereas the Enemies 
had cantinually increas d their Strength 
and their Courage by the aliiduiry of 
their Exerciſes, and their Exploits, he 
began to diſtruſt the Succeſs of his 
Enter- 
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Enterprize. Having ſince had a-Con- 
ference with 4ntonius Primus, about the 
means of coming to an amicable Agree- 
ment, he ſummon'd his Soldiers, re- 

preſented to them on one ſide the Cow- 
| ardice of Y7tel/zus, and on the other the 
Valour of Yeſpafian, and perſwaded 
them to change Parties. They took 
down on the inſtant the Images of Y7- 
zellius, and conſented to acknowledge 
Veſpafian fortheir Sovereign. But ſcarce 
were they returnd to their Camp, but 
they repented of what they had done, 
and raiſing a violent Mutiny , pro- 
claim'd Pizef/ius Emperor again, and 
| ſeizd upon Aliens, whom they charg'd 
with betraying them, and put him in 

Chains, without any regard to his Dig- 
fity of Conſul. See to what Exceſles 
Civil War carries thoſe whom it has 
once inflam'd. LON 

The Confuſion and Aſtoniſhment of 
 Vitellius's Army, were extreamly in- 
creas'd' by an Eclipſe of the Moon, 
which not only appear'd obſcure, which 
alone is ſufficient to diſturb thoſe who 
are in any fright, but red, bloody and 
fain'd with the moſt fatal Colours. But 
mſtead of relaxing upon this _—_ 
LD. rom 
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from that hatred with which they were 
inflam'd, they came to Blows, and fought 
deſperately. Though they had no Ge- 
neral, A/zenus continuing at Cremona in 
Chains, they were not afraid to fight 
with equal Forces, and had equal Suc- 
ceſs all the Day and Night following, 
nor could the very Night part them. 
They were tranſported with ſo violent 
a Rage, and paſlion to Overcome, thar 
they ſlew one another as they were 
talking to each other on the ſcore of 
Acquaintance, nor were Hunger, Wea- 
rineſs, Cold, Darkneſs, Wounds, or the 
number of the Dead thar fell on all 
ſides, capable of appeaſing them. When 
the Moon .came out of her Obſcurity, 
they were ſeen ſometimes ſtanding on. 
_ their feer upright, ſometimes leaning. 


upon their Lances, one fide proclaim- 


ing YVeſpafian, and the other Yitellus, 
calling upon each other reſpeively, 
commending and aftronting one another, 
Ry What are we doing, ſaid one Soldier 
* to his Companion, why ſhould we 
oY fight in this manner? Paſs over to 
* my fide. Come over your {elf to mine, 
rephed the other. What I'm going to 


tay, is altogether Aſtoniſhing. Their 
| | Wives 
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Wives having brought them Meat and 
Drink, they offer'd it to their Enemies. 
For as they were all acquainted, they 
call'd one another by their Names, and 
ſaid, © Here eat, my Companion, tis 
* no Dagger that I offer you, but Bread. 
* Come and Drink, tis not my Buck- 
* ter, but my Cup I hoid out to you, 
* that we may have the more Courage, 
* and that whether] kill you, or you. 
* me, we may receve one or other lar- 
_ © ger and deeper Wounds, and die with 
* greater eaſe. Theſe are our Funeral 
* Ceremonies before Death. PYeſpafian 
* and Yite/us fight by our Hands, to 
* ſacrifice us to the Manes of thoſe who 
* are already dead. They convers'd in 
this manner, and eat together, then re- 
newed the Combat. Thus they paſs'd 
all the Nightin fighting, and reſting by 
turns. Ee - 

Two Soldiers of Yeſpa/ians Party in 
this Battel, did a very gallant Action. 
Being extreamly incommoded with a 
great Machine, they took two Buck- 
lers from among the Spoils, which they 
had of their Enemies, and mingling 
with them approach'd the Machine 
without being perceivd, cut the Co, 

an 
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and made it uſeleſs. About Sun-rifſe 
ſome Soldiers of the third Legion call'd 
the Ga/ick Legion, that had their Win- 
ter-quarters in Syria, and were then by 
chance in the Party of Ycſpafran, invoking 
his Name according to their Cuſtom, 
thoſe of the Party of Yite/ius imagin'd 
that Mucian was arriv'd, tuffer'd them- 
{elves to be conquer d by their own 
fears, and the ſhouts of their Enemies, 
and betook themſclves to flight. Thus 
a very ſmall occaſion ſuffices ſometimes 
to frighten valiant Men, who at other 
times have deipis'd the moſt dreadful 

| Dangers. When they were got within 
their Walls,, they demanded Quarter, 
which no body granting, they unbound 
their Conſul, and ſent him with his Gown 
and Rods betore him, to beg Mercy of 
their Enemies, which he did with ſuch 
- Succeſs, that in conlideration both of 
his Dignity and his Diſgrace, he ſoon 
obtain'd of Primas the Conditions he de- 
 fird. When the Gates of Cremona were 
open'd, and the Soldiers were got in, 
they began of a ſudden to break into 
the Houſes, and to put all to Fire and 
Sword. The ruine of this City was 
one of the greateſt Loſles that could: 
have 


B-. > of 

have happen'd, as well by reaſon of 
the greatneſs of it, and the magnifi- 
cence of its Buildings, as for its vaſt 
Riches, and number of Inhabitants and 
Strangers. The Soldiers of YVite9us's 
Party being acquainted with the Streets 
and Houſes of the richeſt People, com- 
mitted the greateſt Diſorders, and made 
no difficulty of turning their Arms 4- 
gainſt thoſe Citizens, whoſe defence they 
| had under taken before, to beat, wound 
and kill them, as if they had been Ene- 
mies that had wrong'd them, and had 
| been conquerd by them. Fifty thou- 
 fand Men periſh'd in the Fight, and 
plunder of the City. 2 OS 
Vitellius was in a ſtrange diſorder 
when he receiv'd the news of ſo con- 
ſiderable a Loſs. He had been extream- 
Iy diſturb'd before at ſome unlucky Pre- 
ſages that had happend to him. For 
as he was making a Speech to his Sol- 
diers, upon the occaſion of a Sacrifice 
which he had begun, a great number 
of Vulturs tore the Victims in pieces, 
and had like to have tumbled him from 
| his Throne. But the News of the de- 
feat of his Troops, troubled him yet 
more than the Prodigies had Go + 
= im. 
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him. He ſent his Brother in all haſt 
to 7erracina, and by his means kept 
_ poſſeſſion of that ſtrong place. But 
when the Troops of Yeſpaftan advanc'd 
towards Rome, he was feizd with ſuch 
2 violent Conſternation, that he nei- 
ther knew what he thought or did, all 
his Motions being as irregular as thoſe 
of a Ship tofs'd in a Storm. Sometimes 

| he took a Reſolution to maintain him- 


ſelf in the poſſefſionof the Empire, and 


if! order to it prepar'd for War. Some- 
times he ſeem'd ready to give it up, 
and to lead a private Life. Now he. 
_ cloathed himſelf in Purple, and fix'd 
his Sword to his Side, and now he pur 
on a Robe of a dark colour. He made 
Speeches in the Palace and Forum, in 
which there was no lefs Diſorders and 
Extravagance, than in his Ations ; for 
| he encouragd his Soldiers to War, and 
in the ſame breath exhorted them to. 

Peace. He offer'd to facrifice himſelf 
_ for the good of the Stare, and a little 
» after took his Son in his Arms, and 
_embrac'd him tenderly, to raiſe Pity 
| 1n the Spectators. He diſmiſs'd his 
Guards, and recall'd them the fame In- 
ſtant, He retir'd into his Brothers FO, 

anc 
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and immediately after return'd to his 
Palace. Thus the inequality of his 
Conduct, made ſeveral leave his Party. 
For when they conſfider'd that he was 
in a manner out of his Wits, they 
longer obey'd his Orders, but coll 
edtheir own Safety more than his. They 
found in his Conduct many occaſions 
for their Raillery, but chiefly when in 
Aſſemblies he offer'd his Sword to the 
Conſuls and Senators, as a mark of 
_ reſigning the Sovereign Power , tho 
no body durſt receive it, which "made 
his offers appear very ridiculous. 

In the mean time as Primus was ad- 
vancing towards the City, Cajus 2uin- 
tius Atticus, Cneus Cerilius Simplex. 
Conſuls, Sabinus Brother of Yeſpaſtan , 
and others of the chief Men of the 
State met together, and after ſome Con- 
{ultations, broke into the Palace with 
ſome Soldiers, who were of rheir fide, 
with a deſign to make Vitelius either 
by conſent or force reſign the Empire. 
But being repuls'd by the Germans who 
guarded YVite/us, they retir'd with loſs, 
and fled to the Capitol, whither they 
brought Domitian Son of Yeſpaſtan, and 
bis Relations, and put them in Safety. 

They 
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They were attackd the next day by 
ſome of the Troops of Yire/rs, whom 
they repulsd ar firſt with vigour e- 
nough. But the Befiegers having fet 
fire to the Houſes adjoyning to the oe. 
pitol, made a very great Maſlacre 0 
the Beſieged, plundering and. ativing 
oft all that could be found, and at laſt 
ſet fire to the Temple of Jupiter. Sa- 
binus and Atticus were taken and ſent 
to Vitellius, Domitian and the Son of 
Sabinus. found means to eſcape in the 
firſt Attack, and lay pergue 1n private 
Houſes. 

But when the Troops of Yeſpaſtan un- 
der the condut of 2uintus Petilins Ce- 
reals his Kinſman, and one of the chict 
of the Senate, and of Antonius Primus, 
approach'd Rome, Fite/lius was feized. 
with extream ſear. Thoſe of Yeſpaji- 
ans Party were inform'd of the vtate 
of the City by Meſlengers, who found 
ways tocarry them the News, and by 
Letters which their Friends convey 'd t9 
them ſometimes in Urns, which were 
_ carried out of the City, fometimes in 
Fruit-baskets , and fomnetimes 10 tow- 
ling-canes, and by that means bag an 
opportunity of jraming their Ketojutt- 

[} ONS 
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ons according to the advices they re» 
ceivd. The fire they ſaw in the Capz- 
ol at that time, was a guide to them, 
as Lanthorns upon the Coaſts are to 
Mariners. Cerealis advancing firſt at 

| the Head of the Horſe, Yzte/ins ſent 
 Ambaſladors to him, whom he choſe 
from among the Senators and Vetals. 

They could find no body in the Camp 

of Cereals, that would give them Audi- 

ence, and they ev n put their Lives in 

danger. Then going to Primus who 
_ was not far off, they obtain'd Audi- 
_ ence of him, but nothing elſe. On the 
_ contrary, the Soldiers that were com- 
manded againſt Y7rellius, having attack'd 

the Bridge of the Zyber vigorouſly, put 

to flight thoſe who guarded it. Some 

Horſe \wimming through the River at- 

| tack'd Y7tellius's Men behind, who be- 
ing at the ſame time attack'd before, 

ſuſtain'd a very great Loſs. Inearneſt 

the Army of Yeſpaſtan at that time com- 

mitted all the Diſorders they laid to 
FVitellius's charge, and on which account 

_ they pretended to have taken up Arms. 
They killd a world of People with Iron 

and Lead, which they threw from the 

tops of, Houſes, ſo that computing war 

who 
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who were knockd on the Head in the 
Streets, there fell to the number of fif- 
ty thouſand Men in very few days. 
While the City was thus expos'd to 
Plunder, ſome purſuing, and others fy- 
ing, while ſome of the very conquer d 
Party found no other way to ſave them- 
ſelves, but to mix with the Conquerors, 
and ravage and Murder as they did, 
Vitellias (eiz'd with fear, and diſguis'd 
in a mean Habit, hid himſelf in an 
obſcure place where Dogs were kept, 
thinking to get out in the Night, and 
fly to his Brother at 7erracina, But 
the Soldiers looking after him, and find- 
ing him with ſo much the leſs difficul- 
ty, as 'twas eaſie enough to know an 
Emperor, drew him out of the place, 
clad as he was in a tatter'd Habit co- 
_ ver d with Blood, which proceeded from 
the Teeth of the Dogs who had bit 
him, tore the reſt of his Habit, tied 
his Hands behind him, and put a Rope 
about his Neck. They dragd him thus. 
out of the Palace, where he had for- 
merly led ſo voluptuous a Life, carried 
him along the Yza Sacra, which he had 
ſo often paſsd in a magnificent Chair, 
and brought him to the Forum, where 

--D-s _ he 
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he had made ſo many Harangues. Some 
ſtruck him on the Head, others pull'd 
him by the Beard, and all inſulted him 
with cutting Railleries, and abuſive 
words, They reproachd him chiefly 
with his Intemperance, and made a 
piece of mockery of his great Belly. 
The ſhame and confuſion he was in, ma- 
king him hang down his Head , the 
Soldiers were ſo barbarous as to prick 
him under the Chin with the points of 
their Daggers, to oblige him to raiſe it. 
But at latt a German having compaſſion 
on him, abhorring the cruel uſage he 
receivd, faid to him : © Ill do you this 
© piece of Service at leaſt, which is the 
* only one in my Power, then woun- 
© ded him with one blow, and kill'd 
© himſelf with another. Not dying of 
the wound he had receivd, he was 
drag'd to Priſon, and his Statues with 
him, upon which all ſorts of Railleries 
were made, and all manner of indecent 
Refleions. YVitellius being pierc'd with 
Grief, could not forbear ſaying, * I have 
© been your Emperor. At which the 
Soldiers being inrag d, drew him to the 
Stairs from whence all the Filth' and 
 Ordure was thrown, killd him, cut off 
his 
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his Head, andbore it in Triumph thro? 
the City. His Wife afterwards paid her 
Duty to him, in performing the Cere- 
mony of his Funeral. He liv'd fifty 
four years, and Reign'd one within ten 
days. His Brother was on his march 
from T7erracina, with a deſign to aſſiſt _ 
him ; but hearing of his Death by the 
| way, and meeting with thoſe who had 
bent ſent againſt him, he made a come. 
poſition with them, and obtain'd his 
Life, which they nevertheleſs took from 
him ſoon after. They alſo put the Son 
of Vitellius to Death, though he had 
never hurt. any of the Relations of 
0thoorVeſpaſian. When all theſe things 
were done Mucian arrivd, who with 
Domitian ſhar'd the management of Af- 
fairs, brought him to the Camp, and 
Tot him to make a Speech to the Soldi- 
_ ers, though he was yet but very young. 
| He afterwards gave five and twenty 
_ Drachmas to each Soldier, 
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THE 


REION 


OF THE 


EMPEROR 


Fo SFISETH N was declar'd 


VESPASIAN. 
V Emperor by the Senate , and 
0 Titus and Domitian his Sons de- 


fign'd Caeſars. Veſpaſian and Titus were 
alſo made Confuls, though one was then 
in Egypt, and the other in Paleſtine. 
He had had Preſages and Dreams, which 
ſeemd to promiſe him the Empire 
long betore he obtain'd it. At a Coun- 
try-Seat where he us'd to paſs the great- 
elt part of the year, an Ox came one 


D4 dy. 


* RR 

Cay to him while he was at Table, and 
bowing before him laid his Head ar 
| his Feet. Another tifne a Dog brought 
the Hand of a Man under his Table. 
A - gs Cypreſs which had been torn 
up by the Roots by a violent Wind, 
raisd it ſelf the next Gays, and had 
greater force than ever. Yeſpaſian him- 
felf had a Dream, by which he was pro- 
mis'd that he ſhould come to the Em- 
pire when Nero. had loft a Tooth, and 
Nero loſt one the next day. Nero had 
alſo a Dream, in which he thought he 
faw Jupiter's Chariot enter into the 
Houſe ol Veſpafi {aun, But theſe Dreams 
wanted Explanation, whereas that which 
iam going to add, ſeems to contain a 
very. clear Predidtion. Veſpaji ian had 
one day order'd Joſephus the Jew, whom 
he had taken Priſoner a little before, 
to be put in Chains, the Few ſmiling 
99 ro him, © You bind me now, bur 
© you hall {et me at liberty 1n a year, 
«when you ſhall have taken poſſeſſion 

ot the Sovereign Power, Thus did 

I: elpaſi: z jeem to be deſtind, as fome 
others had been before | im, to aſcend 
rhe Throne one day. Vliie he was {ii}l in 

Eppr, Mucian and Domitian diſpos'd of 


al 
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all Aﬀairs at Rome with an abſolute Pow- 
er. This Mucian often boaſted of ha- 
ving procurd the Empire for Veſpaſtan, 
_ calld him his Brother, and poſleſsd 

2 very great Authority. He did, and 
order'd whatfoever he thought fit with- 
out waiting for his conſent. Yet he 
gave out orders in his Name, and feal'd_ 
them with his Signet which he had in 
| his poſſeſſion. PYeſpaſtan, who was not 
1onorant that Mucian and Domitian go- 
vern'd the Empire, wrote one day to 
his Son in theſe terms: * I give. you 
* thanks, my Son, that you leave me 
© the Title of Emperor, and that you 
© have not yet deprivd me of it. Tis 
not to be expreſsd, how much Money 
Mucian amaſsd from all parts, with 
which he filld the Royal Treaſury, 
charging himſelf with the hatred of 
theſe Exactions to ſpare Yeſpaftan. He 
often us'd to ſay, that Money was the 
ſinews of Government, and advis'd Yeſ- 
Paftan to heap It up, which he did with 
ſuch application: and care at the begin- 
ning, that he made the State and him- 
ſelf very Rich. There happen'd in Ger- 
many ſeveral Revolts, the recital of which 
doth not appear ta be at all neceſſary. 

| Yet 


83 - 
Yet there was one thing fo very remar- 
kable, that I think it ought not to be 
omitted. Fulius Sabinus, who was one 
of the molt conſiderable of the People 
of Langres, raisd an Army that de- 
pended only on himſelf, and took 
the name of Czſar, pretending to be 
deſcended from Julzus. Aﬀter he had 
been beat in ſome Engagements, he re- 
tir'd into an obſcure place, and hid him- 
{ſelf in a Tomb, to which he had ſet 
fire before. He was thought to be dead, 
| and liv'd nine years in this Tomb, du- 
ring which time his Wife had two Chil- 
_ dren by him. es 
Cereals fought ſeveral Battels to ex» 
tinguiſh the Rebellion, and one among 
the reſt, in which ſo great a number ot 
Romans and Strangers were cut in pie- 
ces, that the dead Bodies ſtop'd the 
courſe of a River, that us'd to run a- © 
long the field of Battel. Domitzan ap- 
prehending the effets of his Father's 
Anger, which he had rais'd by the dif-_ 
order of his Condud, and the inſo- 
lence of his ranges. 1 in which there 
was nothing but what was extraordi- 
nary, retir'd to Mount Alba, where he 
tel] ſo deſperately in love with Domi- 


- ae © 
tia, the Davghter of Corbrlo, that he 
took her away from Lucius Lamius 


Emilianxs her Ausband, and afterwards 


Married her. 
In the mean time 7itus who had been 
charg'd with the War againſt the Jews, 


took the City of Jeruſalem, and burnt 


the Temple, for which the Fews had 
fo extream a Veneration, that they 
thought it an Advantage, a Happineſs, 
a Victory and Glory not to ſurvive its 
ruine. Abundance of Jews were taken, 
and among the reſt Barporas their Com- 
mander, who was the only Man put to 
death after the Triumph. The City 
was taken upon a Saturday, which the 
Jews obſerve ſtill with great Devoti- 
on; Since that time, they who had a 
mind to keep ſtritly to the Laws of 
their Country, were oblig'd to pay two = 
 Drachma's every year to Jupiter Capi- 
tolinus. The greatneſs of this Victory 
induc'd Felpafaan and 7rtus to take the 
Title of Emperor, tho' neither of them 
would take the ſirname of Judaicus, 
But they had all the Honours heap'd 
_ upon them, that fo glorious an Expe- 
dition defery'd, and among the reſt they 
had Triumphal Arches erected to them. 

eto: cofhnh When 


v 


[ 44 ] 
When Yeſpafian entred Alexandria, the 
Nile roſe four fingers higher than it was 
wont, or than it ever roſe except once 
before, as it was ſaid. 

At the ſame time he heal'd two Men, 
whereof one had. loſt the ule of his Eyes, 
and the other that' of a Hand, both 
having had notice in a Dream, that 
they were to expect their cure from 
him. To produce theſe extraordinary 
eftets, which gave occaſion to a belief, 
that there was ſomething of Divinity 
about him, he trod upon the Hand of 
one, and rub'd the Eyes of the other 
with his own Spittle. But the Inha- 
bitants of Alexandria eſteem'd him not 
the more for theſe Miracles. On the 
contrary, they expreſs'd in private and 
in publick their hatred for him , and 
often let it break out by their Raille- 
ries and Abuſes. The occaſion of their 
Diſfatisſaftion was, that in ſtead of re- 
ceiving from him, as they expected, 
_ great Rewards for being the firſt who 
had own'd and ialuted him in the qua- 
liry of Emperor, they had not only re- 
celv d none, but were likewiſe loaded 
with all manner of tmpoſitions. In- 
deed , there was no ſort of Tribute 


which 
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which he had not laid upon them, with- 
' out exempting the poorer ſort, not e- 
ven Beggars, nor without ſparing the 
moſt Sacred things, not ſo much as the 
Teraples. He re-eſtablith'd ſuch Impoſts 
as had been aboliſhd, and augmented 
ſuch as were kept up, and continued 
them throughout the whole Empire, 
even as far as Rome. The Inhabitants 
of Alexandria incens d at their ill Treat- 
ments, made ſevere Railleries upon him, 
and faid among other things, that he 
exacted fix OzZo/z, which put him into 
ſo furious a Patiiion, though he was na- 
turally very Mild, that he order'd them 
to pay in carneſt {ix Obol7 per Head, and 

was very near treating them with more 
Rigour, The Petitions which 77s of- 
terd in their favour, were of no Ser- 
vice to them. Nor did they ſpare Yeſ- 
paftan. For getting in crowds about 77- 
tus one day, they ſaid aloud, * We ex- 


_ * cuſe him, becauſe he knows not how 


* to Govern. Thus did they abuſe the 
goodneſs of the Emperor, to fatis- 
fie their ardent deſire of Railing, to 
which they were always very much ad- 
dicted. 


When 
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When Yeſpafian came near Rome, he 
found Mucian with the chief Perſons 
of the Senate at Brunduſtum, and Domi- 


tian at Benevento, This laſt miſtruſt- 


ing his own Conduct, his Conſcience 


reproaching him, had no other way to 


avoid the puniſhment he deſervd, but 
by feeming ſometimes to have loſt his 
Senſes. He ſpent the greateſt part of 
the year at Mount Alba, where heliv'd 
after a very ridiculous and extravagant 


manner, buſying himſelf often with kil- 


ling Flies, I am ſenſible this Action is. 
unworthy of the gravity of Hiſtory, 
but TI am oblig'd to remark it in order 
to ſhew the diſpoſition of this young 
Prince, eſpecially ſince he did not ab- 
{tain from it after he came to the Em- 
pire. A certain Perſon took occaſion 
from hence, to ſay a very pleaſant thing, 
Being ask'd one day who was with the 


Emperor, he anſwer, * No body, not 


* ſo much as a Fly. Yeſpafian his Fa- 


" ther could nor ſuffer his Infolence , 


and often reprovd him ſeverely , 
though he treated all others with 
ſuch Civility, that he ſeem'd to have 


forgot his own Greatneſs, and only re- 
membred his former Condition, In the 


be- 
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| beginning of his Reign, he undertook 
to build a Temple in the Capztol, was 
the firſt that carried Earth upon his 
| Back, to oblige Perſons of the firſt Qua- - 
lity to follow his Example, and to take 
away from the People all pretence of 
excuſling themſelves from this Work. 
| He aftected an extraordinary magnifi- 
cence in publick Works, and to have 
wherewithal to maintain the Expence, 
he depriv'd himſelf of every thing that 
was Superfluous, taking only what was 
Neceſlary. He prohibited upon this oc- 
cafion the fale of any Eatables in Ta- 
verns, except Greens and Herbs, In 
which he ſhew'd clearly, that when he 
laid Impoſitions upon the People, he. 
had no other intention, but to provide 
for the publick necellities, without con- 
ſulting his own Pleaſures. 

For what relates to his manner of 
Living , he ſeldom lodg'd in his Palace, 
and ſpent the greate(t part of the year 
1n the Gardens of Sa/a/t, where he not 
only receiv'd Senators, but Perions of 
all Conditions. His friends convers'd 
with him in the Morning before he was 
up, and others ſaluted him when he 
paſsd through the Streets. The Goots 
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of his Palace were open all day, and 


there were no Guards to hinder ad- 
mittance. He went conſtantly to the 
Senate, imparted all Aﬀairs to the Se- 
nators, and often diſtributed Juſtice in 
the place of Harangues. When his Age 
hindred him from medling with buſt- 
neſs in Perfon, or his abſence obligd 
him to declare his intentions to the Se- 
nate in Writing, his Children read his 
orders in the Senate, in which his ge- 
ſign was to honour that Afſembly. He 
likewiſe did them the honour to en- 
tertain ſome of them always at his Ta- 
ble, and ſometimes went to Sup with 
thoſe for whom he had a Friendſhip. In 
a word, he was Emperor in nothing 


but the care he took of the Govern- 


ment, and in every thing elſe did not 
raiſe himſelf above a private Man. He 


would be very pleaſant with his Friends, 


and ſuffer them to be as free with him. 
Some Anonymous Libels having been 
publiſk'd againſt his Government, he 
ſhew'd no concern at it, and propos'd 
on the contrary what he thought fit 
with a wonderful Sedareneſs. A cer- 


tain Perſon whoſe name was Phebus, go- 
ing one day to ask his Pardon tor ſome- 


what 
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what he had ſpoke againſt him former- 
ly in a Paſſion, becauſe he had knit 
his Brows, and ſhew'd his Diſpleaſure 
at ſome indecent Action of Neros at 
the Theatre in Greece, Veſpalan did him 
no hurt, and contented himſelf with 
returning the ſame expreſſion to him, 
which was, Go to the Gallows. 

Pologeſes having written a Letter to 
him, which begun in this manner, Ar- 
ſaces King of Kings to Flavius Veſpaſi- 
an Health, inſtead of charging him with 
Incivility, anſwer it in the ſame terms, 
without taking the quality of Emperor. 
Felvidius Priſcus, who had been bred 
up from his youth in the Study 6f the 
Storck Philoſophy, and imitated unſea- 
ſonably and improperly the liberty of 
Thraſeas his Father-in-Law, having af- 
fected at the ſame time when he was 
Pretor, not only to do nothing in ho- 
nour of Yeſpaftan, but alſo to inſult him 
with abuſive Words, and the Tribunes 
_ of the People having ſeiz'd him for that 
reaſon, and committed him to the cu- 
ſlody of the Officers, Yeſpaſian was in 
confuſion upon it, and went out of the 
Senate Weeping, and ſaying, © My Son, 

PS ET 
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© or no body ſhall be my Succeſſor. 


Several Philoſophers of the Sect of the 
Stoicks, among whom was Demetrius 
the Cynick, having under the colour of 
their Proteſliion, made ſeveral publick 
Speeches, injurious to the Government, 


and drawn a great numbgr of People 


into their opinion, Mucian ſpoke of them 
to Yeſpaſran, to much to their Diſad- 
vantage, and rather out of Paſſion and 


Fury, than any love for Sciences, that 


he baniſh'd them from Rome, Yeſpaſt- 
au commanded them all to be gone, 
except Muſonius, Demetrius and Hoſti- 
lius, were baniſh'd into Iſlands, The 


laſt receiv'd his Order, ata time when 


he was diſcourſing with his Friends 
about publick Afairs, and declaiming 
againſt the Government ; but. having 
chang'd. his tone on the inſtant, he 
was ſpard. Demetrius continuing his 


\ 


_+* hurr. 


ſage, * You do all you can to. oblige 
* me to take away your Life, . but a 


*© Dog muſt bark till he is very trou- 


* bletom , betore I can do him any 


Cents © 
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Cenis Veſpaſian's Miſtreſs, died about 
this time. That which makes mie men- 
tion her, 1s her Fidelity, and the excel- 
lency of her Memory, of which the 

. following ſtory may be ſome kind of 
proof, Axtonia her Millreſs, and Mo- 
ther of Claudius, having one day writ- 
ten a Letter to Tiberius concerning Se- 
 janus, and telling Cenis who was her 
Confident 1n this Intrigue, that it muſt 
be blotted out again, leſt it ſhould tall 
into any one's Hands : * In vain do you 
* command me, Madam, faid ſhe, to do 
"It, 'tis impoſſible I ſhould efface it from 
* my Memory, ſo deep an impreſſion 
* do your orders make in it. She was 
doubtleſs very much to be valued, for 
this rare advantage ſhe had receiv'd 
from Nature. Nor was ſhe leſs to be 
admir'd, for the ſingular pleaſure which 
_Peſpaſian took in her Converiation, and 
he acquir'd great Power and immenſe 
Riches by her means. She extracted 
Money out of every thing. She drew 
it out of Offices, Governments of Pro- 
vinces, Commands of Armies, and fome- 
times from the Anſwers of -the Emperor, 
and ſhe put all this Money into the 
; E 2: __ Hands 
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Hands of Yeſpafiav. Nevertheleſs it 
muſt be own'd, that he would never re- 
_ ceive any to condemn an innocent Per- 
fon, though he often did to pardon Cri- 
minals. Twas judgd by other Adi- 
ons of Yeſpafian, that Cenis receiv'd all 
this Money by his order. I ſhall men- 
tion ſome of thoſe Actions, which fſery'd 
as a foundation for this Suſpicion. Some 
Perſons having reſolv'd to lay out two 
hundred and fifty thouſand Drachma's 
upon a Statue for the Emperor, he ask'd 
them for the Money , ſaying, © That 
* his Hand was the Pedeſtal on which 
* the Statue ought to be ſer. T7itw be- 
ing vex d one day at certain Impoſts, 
and among others, at that which was 
levied upon Urine, he ſhew'd him fome 
_ pieces of Gold that were the product 
_ of it, and ask'd him if he found they 
ſmelt ill. Er 
In the fxth Conſulſhip of Feſpaſias, 
and the fourth of 7ztus, the Temple 
of Peace was dedicated, and a Pillar 
which is thought to have been a hun- 
dred foot high, was ſet up in the Via. 
Sacra, The Statue of Nero, or rather 
that of 77tws in the opinion of ſome, 
was upon the top. Veſpa- 


E954 
Veſpafian ſometimes entertain'd the 
People with Combats of wild Beaſts in 
the Amphithearre, He took no pleaſure 
in thoſe of G/adzators, Yet Titus fought 
once with Alienus at ſome Games, which 
were celebrated by young Men in his 
own Country, but 'twas only with 
Folls. BE 
The Parthians being at War with 0- 
ther People, and demanding Succour 
of Yeſpafian, he refus'd them, ſaying, 
- that he did not concern himſelt with the 
affairs of others. Fs 
Berenice being at that time in great 
Conſideration, ſhe went to Rome with 
Agrippa her Brother. Agrippa receivd 
Honours there, equal to thoſe which 
are paid to the Pretors, and Berenice 
lodg'd in the Palace, and contratted ſo 
Arict a friendſhip with 77tss, that ſhe 
had hopes of Marrying him, and be- 
hav*d her ſelf already in publick, as if 
| ſhe had been his Wife. But when 77- 
tus ſaw that the Romans diſapprov'd of 
this Alliance, and ſpread reports abroad 
to his diſadvantage, he ſent her a- 
WAY's 


E 3 | There 


[ 54 ] 
' There were at this time ſome trouble- 
ſom and impertinent Seph{'s, that found 
means to get privately into Rome. There 
was one among the reſt call'd Diogenes, 
who preſenting himſelt in the Theatre, 
and abuſing the People, was taken and 
whipt. Another calld Eras coming 
_ up afterwards, and imagining that if 
he ſhould refine upon the 1nfolence of 
his Companion, he ſhould not meet. 
with worſe uſage, upon the ſtrength of 
this belief, utter'd with a loud Voice, 
ſeveral ſcandalous and abuſive Ex- 
preiſions : But he loſt his Head for his 
pains. Ln. 
Sabinus the Gaul, who had taken the 
name of Czjar, and raiſing an Army, 
had ben vanquill'd, and had afterwards 
hid himſelt in a Tomb, as I have faid, 
was diſcover'd, brought to Rome, and 
put to Death with PeponiZ/a his Wite, 
who had favd his Life. She did all 
ſhe could to move compallion in Yeſ- 
paſian, preſenting her Children before 
him, and ſaying, * She had brought 
* them into the World in a Tomb, and 
© had taken care to breed them up, that 
* they might come in greater number 
OY | I. ©to 
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* to proſtrate themſelves at his Feet, 
* and implore his Mercy. By theſe 
words, and the moving ſight, ſhe drew 
tears from the Eyes of Yeſpafran, and 
others that were preſent, but yet ob- 
taind no favour. Alienus and MMarcel- 
las, whom Yeſpaſran took to be the moſt 
faithful of his Friends, and whom he had 
loaded with Honours, conſpir'd againſt 
him ; but they could not execute their 
deſign, becauſe it was diſcover'd, and _ 
Alienus was kill d in the Palace, as he 
was riſing from Table. T77tas had giv- 
en order for it, leaſt the Conſpirators 
who had already got to their Party a 
_ conſiderable number of Soldiers, ſhould 
undertake ſomething in the Night. Mar- 
cellus was conderan'd in the Senate, and 
cut his own Throat. Thus theſe two. 
Men upon whom this Emperor had 
ſhowr'd his favours, were ſo ungrate- 
ful as to make an attempt upon his 
Life ; fo true is it, that there are no be- 
nefits that can fubdue an evil Diſpo- 
_ fition. ps £Y 

'Tis certain that Yeſpaſtan died at the 
Cutilian Baths, in the Country of the 
Sabines, and not of the Gout to which 

aa = he 
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he was ſubje@, but of a Feaver. There 
were ſome, and among the reſt Adrias, 
that falſely chargd 7:itus with poiſo- 
ning him at a Banquet. His Death 
was preceded by Prodigies. A Comet 
appear'd, and Auguſtus's Tomb open'd 
of its own accord. As the Phyfſitians 
were one day adviſing him to change 
his way of living during, his Illneſs, and 
to diſcontinue his Funions, he repli- 
ed, * that an Emperor ought to die 
* ſtanding. As ſome were talking of 
the Comet which had appear'd, he ſaid 
to them, **Tis not my Death it Pre- 
* ſages, but that of the King of the Par- 
* thians, for 'tis Hairy, and I am Bald. 
When he was dying, he faid, I am 
going to be a God. He liv'd fixty 
nine Years, eight Months, and reignd_ 
ren years and ſix Months. Thus there 
was a year and two and twenty days 
between the death of Nero, and the 
reign of Yeſpaſian, of which I thought 
my ſelf obligd to take notice, that 
People may not be deceivd in begin- 
ning to reckon from the day of an 
Emperor's Death , the Reign of his 
Succelſlor. For theſe Princes have not 

ſucceeded 
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ſucceeded one another in ſuch a manner. 
They pretended to be Emperors as 

ſoon as they were proclaim'd, though 
- their: Predeceſſor was yet alive, and fo 
the time of their Reign ought not to 

+ bereckon'd from the day of the death 
of him that preceded them. : 


THE 
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THE 


R EIGN 


OF THE 


EMPER OR 
TITUS. 


TROM the time that 7ztus poſ- 
IN ſe{s'd alone the Sovereign Power, 

he committed. no Murder, and 

was not a ſlave to Love. He was 
gentle and moderate to thoſe who had 
made an attempt upon his Life, and 
chaſt and virtuous in the midſt of the 
moſt charming Objects, ev'n in the pre- 
ſence of Berenice, who was come back 


to Rome after the Death of Veſpaſian. 
Perhaps he chang'd his Manners, in 


changing his Condition, they who reign 


alone, 


[6] 
alone, doubtleſs governing better than 
thoſe who have Companions that par- 
take of the Power. For theſe being 

 unmindful of the Honour of the Em- 
pire, abuſe their Power, and exerciſe it 
after a manner that makes them odi- 
ous and inſupportable to their Subjects, 
whereas thoſe on whom all Afﬀairs ab- 
ſolutely depend, take great care to pre- 
ſerve their Reputation. This is what 
Titus would have inſinuated to a Man 
for whom he had formerly a great kind- 
neſs, when he ſaid to him ; © "Tis one 
thing to ſtand inneed of any one, and 
another thing to be a Judge, as 'tis one 
thing to beg a Favour, and another to 
receive. One. He did no ill thing du- 
ring that little time he poſſeſs'd the Em- 
'pire. He was Maſter of it but two 
Years, two Months, and twenty Days, 
and was near forty years old when he 
took poſſeſſion of it. This has given 
occaſion to ſome, to make a Compari- 
ſon between his ſhort Reign, and the 
long one of Amuguſtus, and to ſay, that 
as Auguſtus had not been belov'd'by the 
Romans, if he had not livd ſo long; fo 
— Titus had ſhar'd the fame fate, if he 
| had not been taken off in the flower * 
is 
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| his Age by a ſudden Death. Auguſtus 
had been conſtrain'd by the ambition of 
115 Enemies, and the oppoſition of the 
People, to commit extream cruelties in 
_ order to confirm his Power. But he 
| had afterwards the leiſure to give proofs 
of his generous Diſpoſition. On the 
contrary, Titus as he began his Reign 
with a ſingular ſweetneſs of Temper, 
died at a time when his Reputation was 
higheſt, and perhaps had loſt it, if he 
had not died fo ſoon, and time might 
have afforded a judgment of him, that 
he had more good Fortune than Vertue. 
Nor Senator, nor any other was put to 
death in his Reign. He never receiv'd 
any charge of Impiety committed a- 
gainſt his Perſon, nor ſuffer'd others to 
receive any. * I cannot, faid he, re- 
* ceive an Injury, becauſe I do nothing 
* that can be reaſonably found fault 
* with, and I deſpiſe Calumnies : With 
* regard to the Emperors who are dead, 
* if they are become Gods, and have 
* any Power, they will revenge as they 
* think fit, the Injuries that ſhall be done 

* them. wy 
He made abundance of Edidts for the 
quiet and fatety of his Subjects, con- 
PE, firming 
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firming to. them the . enjoyment of 
_ thoſe Advantages which had been grant- 
ed them by preceding Emperors, 
without putting them to the trouble of 
ſoliciting him for ſuch a Favour. He 
|baniſhd all private Evidences from 
m—_ 

There was at that time a ſecond War 
in Great Britain, in which Cx. Julius 
| Agricola waſted the Lands of the Ene- 
mies, and was the firſt of the Romans 
who diſcover'd Great Britain to be an 


_  IMMland. For certain Soldiers who had 


mutiny'd againſt their Centurionus and 
Tribunes, and had put them to Death, 
getting into a Veſſel, and failing at the 
diſpoſal of the Waves and Winds to- 
wards the«. weſtern part. of the Iſland, 
landed againſt their deſign upon the 
Coaſt, near which was one of the Camps 
which the Romans had in the Coun- 
try. Agricola ſending other Soldiers 
to .make the ſame Tour by Sea, diſco- 
verd that Great Britain was an Iſland. 
Aiter this War was ended, 7ztus was 
the fifteenth. time proclaim'd Emperor. 
Agricola paſs'd the reſt of his Life in 
_ Contempt and Poverty, for having done 

exploits far above other Generals, and 
ys tho' 
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tho' Titus had granted him the Honour 
of a Triumph,. Domitzan afterwards put 
him to Death. There happend about 
the ſame time in Campania, very ex- 
traordinary Events, ſuch as were capa- 
ble of giving as much Fear as Aſtoniſh- 
ment. Mount Yeſuvius, which is near 
the Sea of Naples, fell a burning in 
Autumn, and conceiv'd, that I may ſo 
ſpeak, a moſt dreadful Fire. All the 
' parts of this Mountain were formerly 
of an equal height, but the Flames ha- 
'ving conſum'd the middle, and fpar'd 
the extremities, it ſeems now to have 
the figure of an. Amphitheatre, There 
'15 on the top of it abundance of Fruit- 
Trees and Vines. The middle is made 
hollow by the Fire, and it conſtantly 
vents Smoak in the Day, and Flame 
in the Night, but not in equal quantr 
ty. Sometimes Aſhes burſt our, and 
ſometimes Stones, which are thrown up 
in the Air by the violence of the Winds. 
It ſometimes makes a noiſe like how- 
ling, which proceeds from the Air, 
which is ſhut up in its Bowels. The 
ſame ettes appear for the moſt part e- 
very year upon this Mountain.:But they 
ſeem'd ſo much the more ſurprizing at 
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this timie, becauſe it was the firſt. Yet 
1t muſt be confeſs'd, that when we com- 
= them with other Prodigies that 
appen'd at the ſame time, wefind therh 
leſs admirable. There was ſeen both ih 
the Night and the Day, upon the ſame 
Mountain, and thereabouts, and even in 
the Air, Men of a Stature like that of 
Giants. There was afterwards a very 
at Drought, dreadful Earthquakes, 
that lower'd the tops of the Mountains, 
_ andall the Country was as hot, asif it 
| had been all on fire. There were dread- 
ful noiſes heard, like Howling and Thun- 
der-claps, which came out of the Earth. 
At the ſame time the Sea was in a vio- 
lent Agitation, and Heaven and Earth 
 feem'd to anſwer its Fury, one by the 
moſt terrible Thunder arid Lightning 
that can be conceiv'd, and the other 
by the fall and concuſſion of its Moun- 
tains. Stones flew up in the Air to a 
prodigious height. A black fire and a 
thick fmoak, darkned the Sun to that 
degree, that it feemd to be in E- 
clipſe. The Night was turn'd into Day, 
and the Day into Night. 'Twas the 
general belief, that the Race of Giants 
was return'd to the Earth, and Do” 
anct- 
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fancied they ſaw Phantoms of ſuch'a 
monſtrous ſize through the ſmoak, with 
which the Air was fill d, and they like- 
wiſe thought they heard the ſound of 
Trumpets. Some held for certain, that 
the Univerſe was ready to fall again 
into its Original Choas, or to be de- 
ſiroyd by Fire, and in this perſwaſion 
ſome left their Houſes, and ran into 
the Streets for refuge, and others quit- 
ted the Streets, and entred into their 
Houſes upon the fame account. Some 
leſt the Sea for the Land, and others 
_repaird to the Sea for Sanctuary, 

In a word, every body was fo di- 
ſturb'd by the diſmal image of theſe 
changes, that whatſoever condition they 
might be in hereafter, they thought 
there could not be a more unhappy 
State than the preſent one. This dread- 
ful fire ſcatterd ſuch a prodigious quan- 
tity of Aſhes, that the Sea, Earth and 
Air were cover'd with them, and Men, 
Beaſts, Fiſhes and Birds were choakd. 
Two Cities, Hercalanea, and Pompeis, 
were ina manner buried with all the 


Inhabitants, who by misfortune were 


aſſembled in the Theatre of the laſt 
place, Theſe Aſhes aſcended fo high in 
F tas 
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the Air, that they darkned the Sun, 
and were tranſported by the Wind into 
Africa, Syria, Fgypt and Reme., When 
they appeard in this City, before they 
had receiv'd the news of the combuſti- 
on in Campania, the People could not 
imagine from whence they came, nor 
judge it to be any thing elſe but an 
effect of a general deſtruction of the 
World. Thefe Aſhes at that time 

brought only a light indiſpoſition upon | 
the Romans, but atterwards occaſion < an 

Epidemical Diſtemper. 

The year following, and at the time 
when Titus viſited Campanza, and ſaw 
the miſerable remains of this dreadful 
| Fire, there happen'd another in Rome, 
by which the Temples of Serapzs, and 
Ihs, the Septa, the Temple of Neptune, 
the Baths of Agrippa, the Pantheon, the 
Diribitorium , the Theatre of Balbus , 
that of Pompey, the Gallery of Oftavia, 
with the Books that were in the Tem- 
ple of Jepiter Capitolinus, and other 
Temples thereabouts were conſum'd. 
This misfortune feem'd to be rather an 

eftect of the anger of the Gods, than 
of the malice or negligence of Men. 
Titus ſent two Conſular Men into Cams» 
| pania 


[ 67 ] 
pania to eſtabliſh Colonies there; arid 
gave them Money on this occaſion, 
which was faln to him by right of F/- 
cheat. For he was fo far from taking 
what was ofterd or promis'd to him by 
private Men, Communities, and Kings, 
that on the contrary he gave them what 
he had. He did nothing elſe that was 
conſiderable, except only this, that he 
dedicated the Amphitheatre, and the 
Baths that bore his Name. He gave 


| the People Diverſions that were extra- 


ordinary in this Amphitheatre. There 
were Troops of Cranes that fought to- 
gether. Four Elephants, and nine thou- 
{and Beaſts of different ſorts were kill'd 
there. Some were killd by Women of 
mean condition. Several fought after 
the manner of Gladiators, and others 
in imitation of regulated Troops that 
ſerve at Sea or at Land. \The Amphz- 
theatre was of a ſudden fill 'd with Wa- 
ter, and there appear'd Bulls, Horſes, 
and other Dometſtick Animals, who did 
the ſame Exerciſes there as upon Land. 
There was likewiſe ſeen two Fleets, one 
| bore the name of Corinth, and the other 
that of Corfox, and theſe two Fleets pre- 
ſented a Naval Combat. There were 
F 3 alſo 


and Lucius, which Augaſtus had former- 


end. | There was the firſt day a Naval 
Fight, and a great deſtrution of Beaſts. 
The next day there was a courſe of 


_ or {ome Habit, or Veſlel of Gold or 


_ written in it, of the Officers that were 


able. The year following in which F/a- 
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alſo Combats in the Gardens of Cajws 


ly orderd to be dug up for the ſame 


Chariots. The third day there was a 
Naval Combat of three thouſand Men, 
and at laſt a fight at Land, The Com- 
batants had taken the names of Athens 
and Syracuſe. The firſt, aſter they had 
conquer'd the ſecond, deſcended into a 
little Iſland, and there took a Fort , 
which had been ereted, by Storm. 
There was for the ſpace of a hundred 
days, ſeveral Shews of this nature. 77- 
tus threw from a high place little Bowls 

of Wood, in which were written the 
names either of ſomething to be eat, 


Silver, or a Horſe, or Slave, and whoe- 
ver got the Bowl , receivd what was 


order'd to diſtribute thoſe Preſents. 

The laſt day of theſe publick Rejoy-_ 
cings, Titus wept before all the People, 
and did nothing elſe that was Remark- 


vi4s and Pollio were Conſuls, ww 
a 
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had dedicated the Amphitheatre and the 
Baths which' I have mention'd, he died 
at the ſame Baths where Yeſpafian his 
Father had deceas'd. A report ran, that 
Domitian his Brother had poiſon'd him, 
and this rumour found the more credit, 
becauſd 'tis certain he had laid a ſnare _ 
for him before. Others aſſure, that he 

died of a fit of Sickneſs, but that his 
Cure being not deſpair'd of, Domitian to 
haſten his Death had him put into a 


| Cheſt full of Snow. Tis certain that 


before 7ztus was dead, Domitian entred 
into Rome, and the Camp, and took the 
Title of Emperor, and made Preſents to 
the Soldiers, equal to what 7itus had 
made them. This Prince faid, as he 
was dying,- that he repented of one thing 
without explaining what it was, which 
gave birth to ſeveral Conjetures. Some 
gueſs d that it was for having enjoy'd 
 Domitia his Brothers Wife. But 0- 
thers ſuſtain wirh more probability, that 


_- twas for not diſpatching Domitian, ra- 


ther than to wait till he had done the 
ſame to him, and for leaving the So- 
vereign Power to ſuch a Prince as we 
ſhall deſcribe in the ſequel of this 

= 1 Work 
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Work. Titus reign'd, as I have faid, 
two Years, two Months, and twenty 
Days. He was calld the Delight of 
Mankind. Wo % 


THE 


THE 


[REIGN 


OF THE 


EMPEROR 
DOMITIAN. 


OMITIAN was bold and paſ- 
ſfionate, and at the ſame time 

Subtle and Treacherous. Thus 

having both the impetuoufity of Anger, 
and the ſlowneſs of Ditlimulation, he 
did miſchief ſometimes openly like Light- 
ning, .and ſometimes by ſubtle Intrigues. 
He had a more particular Veneration 
for Minerva, than for any other Divi- 
nity, celebrated a Feaſt in her Honour 
with an extraordinary Magnificence, and 
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gave every year at his Houſe at Mount 
Alba, Prizes for Poets, Orators, and 
Gladiators. He never lov'd any one 
ſincerely, except perhaps a few Women. 
Yet he would ſeem to have a tender 
kindneſs for thoſe, whoſe deaths he ear- 
neſtly wiſh'd for. He was perfidious 
to thoſe who did him the beſt Offices, 
and likewiſe to thoſe who affiſted him 
in the moſt troubleſom and diflicult Af- 
fairs, infomuch that he afteed to ruine 
both thoſe who had furniſh'd him with 
very great ſums of Money, and thoſe 
who had proſecuted the greateſt num- 
ber of Accuſations. Above all, he ne- 
ver pardon'd Slaves who had accus'd 
their Maſters. Though he was all his 
Reign of this Humour, yet he ſurpaſsd 
himſelf in his injurious manner of ureat» 
ing thoſe who had been the friends of 
his Father and Brother. He had three 
motives to hate them. One was, be- 
cauſe they had not granted him all he 
defird ; another was, becauſe they had 
given him things which appear'd to him 
to be not altogether worthy of him, 
and the Jaſt was, becauſe they were 
Men of Reputation. *"Twas by this. 
Principle, that though he lov'd wks 
I FED nuc 
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nuch call'd Eariaus, yet becauſe his Bro- 
ther Titus had. alſo lovd them hereto- 
fore, he expreſly forbid any to be made 
throughout the Empire, with a defign 
_ to diſhonour his Memory. . He ſaid, 

that thoſe Emperors who did not pun- 
iſh abundance of Criminals were the 
happier, but not the better. He ſome- 
times pretended to have lov'd his Bro- 
' ther extreamly, and tolament his Death, 
| and as if he had been acting a bor- 
row'd' part upon the Stage, he ſpoke in 
his Praiſe, and mingled tears with his 
Diſcourſe. But that did not hinder him 
from obſerving all his Reign, very dif- 
ferent meaſures from thoſe his Brother. 
had: taken. FEES | 
He aboli{h'd thoſe Sports which: the 
Romans had been accuſtom'd to cele- 
 brate, upon the day of his Acceſſion to = 
the Empire. No body knew which was 

fafeſt, whether to condole with him, 
or to congraculate him, and not offend 
him, and not to let him perceive, that 
the Artifice with which he endeavourd. 
to- diſguiſe his Sentiments, was eafily 
ſee-through. He deſign'd to have put _ 
Domitia his Wite to Death for Adulte- 
_ ry, bur by the advice of Ur/us, e598 
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ſatisfied with putting her away. He 
kill'd a Comedian call'd Paris in the open 
Street upon her account, and ſeveral 
Perſons having ſcatter d Flowers and 
Parfumes over the place where he was 
_ Killd, he order'd them all to be execu- 
ted. He livd publickly with Jia his 
Brother's Daughter, after the ſame man- 
ner as a Husband lives with his Wife. 
He put to Death and baniſh'd ſeveral of 
the moſt confiderable Men of the Em- 
pire, under various pretences. He ſpard 
not ſo much as the Veſtals, and pun- 
1{h'd ſome of them, as if they had vio- 
lated the chaſtity they profeſs'd. They 
who were ſuſpeted to be guilty of this 
Crime, having been purſued, and 
puniſh'd with extream Rigour, Elvius 
Agrippa, to whom theſe Inquiſitions 
ſeem'd altogether inſupportable , was 
ſtrangled in the Senate, whither he had 
retir'd, as to a place of Safety. 97k 
Domitian having undertaken an Expe- 
dition into Germany, return'd to Rome 
without ſo much as having ſeen the E- 
nemy. ls there any necellity of men- 
tioning the Honours which were given 
him upon this occaſion, as others had 
been given to ſome of his Mo— 
| ea 
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leaſt he ſhould have imagind that 
they deſpisd him, and ſo have been 
incens'd againſt them? No body 
knew how to pleaſe him, for though 
he lov'd to be courted, he was equally 
oftended with thoſe who did, and thoſe 
who did not flatter him, from a belief, 
that the firſt impos'd upon him by their 
complaiſance, and that others deſ- 
pisd him, becauſe they did not com- 
mend him. He was blown up with 
\uch an extravagant Vanity, that he 
would be Conſul ten years together, and 
Cenſor all his Life, though no Empe- 
ror, nor any other had ever continued 
in theſe Offices in ſuch a manner. There 
_ always went before him four and twen- 
ty Officers, and he wore a Triumphal 
Robe when ever he went to the Senate. 
He gave his Name to the Month of 
_ October, becauſe he was born in that 
Month. He inſtituted two new Com- 
panies of Charioteers, and call d one 
the Golden Company, and the other 
that of Silver. He often gave Preſents 

to the Spectators in little Bowls, and 
| ſometimes gave them a Feaſt in the ve- 
ry places from whence they ſaw the 
Sports and Combats, with a Fountain of 
v a Wine 


| 
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- Wine that ran all Night. Theſe Di- 


verſions charm'd the People as much as 
they afflifted Perſons of Condition whoſe 


ruine they often caus'd. For to furniſh 


theſe prodigious Expences, he had re- 
courſe to Murder, accus'd innocent Peo- 


_ ple to the Senate, and oftentimes in 


their abſence. He likewiſe diſpatch'd 
ſome by Poiſon. | 


The Romans were engag'd abbut this' 
time in a great War a kr the Dacians, 
commanded by Decebalus. He was: N 
Prince as proper for Counſel, as Exe-' 
cution. He equally knew how to make 
a vigorous Attack, and an honourable 


| Retreat. He contrivd an Ambuſcade 


with Art, and made an-excellent diſpo- 
ſttion of an Army. Whenhe wona Vi- 

cory, he made all poſſible advantage 

of it, and when he was overcome, he 
found means to repair his Loſſes. An 
Enemy that had ſo advantagious a ſhare 
of theſe great Qualities, could not but 
prove a troubleſom one to the Roman 
People. I call Daczans, thoſe whom the 
Romans call ſo, and who call themſelves 


fo, though I know ſome Greeks call them 


Getes. | queſtion whether it be with 
realon, For it is certain that the Getes 
__dwell 
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dwell beyond the Hemus along the Da- 


nabe. 
Domitian led his Army againſt the 
People 1 have been ſpeaking of, and 
gave the command of it to his Gene- 
rals, becauſe he was not himſelf expert 
in Arms. He could not bare Fatigue, - 
and was beſides of a fearful Nature, 
addicted to Women and Boys. Heloſt 
in- this Expedition a great part of his 
| Army, and yet fent to Rome a Reſati- 
on full of expreſſions as haughty andin- 
ſolent, as if he had got the Victory. 
He receiv'd likewiſe ſuch extraordinary 
Honours, that there was hardly any 
Province of the Empire, that did not e- 
re& his Statues in Gold and Silver. He 
was at 2 great Expence to give the P20- 
ple Sports, in which we have not learnt 
that any thing remarkable paſs'd, except 
that young Women ran at a Courte. 
After that he ſpent ſeveral days 1n 
_ publick Rejoycings for his imaginary 
Victory. He allo gave in the Czrcas 
the Diverſion of ſeveral Combats on 
Foot, and on Horſeback. He gave in 
another place a Naval Fight, in which 
almoſt all the Combatants, and ſeveral 
oF the SpeRatars died, by having _ 
ong 


| long expos'd to the violence of Winds 


_ change their Cloaths, tho' Domitzan did 
not fail to change his own. To comfort 


| fo great a number of Citizens, he gave 


Knights, was much more extraordina- 
one by one, withour any of their Ser- 


Ceilings, Walls, and Floors were all co- 
verd with black. The Chairs and 0- 


Lamp like thoſe which are usdto hang 
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and Rains, without being permitted to 


the People in ſome ſort for the loſs of 


them a Feaſt at Night. He often took 
that time for his Combats, in which he 
forc'd young Maids and Wives to fight 

together. In this manner did he enter- 
tain the People. But his way of treat- 
ing the moſt conſiderable Senators and 


ry. He orderd them to be brought 


vants at Midnight, into a Houſe whoſe 


ther Furniture were of the ſame co- 
lour. The firſt thing that was done 
after they were come in, was £O Pre- 
ſent each of them with a Pillar, like 
thoſe which are put upon Tombs, in 
which the name of every one was In- 
grav'd, and in which alſo there was a 


up in Monuments. After that came in 
a company of little Boys, naked and 
black, and terrible to behold, who 
danc'd 
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dancd about them a kind of Brawls, 
which had ſomewhat that was mourn- 
ful and fatal in it, then ſtop'd, and 
ſtood ſtill, Then they fſervd up to 
them in Diſhes, all the Inſtruments and 
Ornaments that are vusd at Funerals, 
which put them into agonies of fear, 
and made them expe nothing but the 
hour of Death. The horror of the 
| Silence and Diſcourſes by turns , 
_ redoubled their Fear. They were as 
filent as if they were already in their 
Graves, and Domitian talk'd of nothing 
but Murders and Maſlacres. Yet he 
ſent them back without turther harm, 
by Perſons unknown, ſome in Chari- 
ots, and others in Chairs, which gave 
them ſtill more apprehenſion than ever. 
Scarce were they got home, and began 
to breath, when word was brought them 
that there was a Meſlage from the Em- 
peror., There was not one of them 
then, but gave himſelf up for loſt. But 
inſtead of doing them any hurt, he ſent 
each of them a Prefent, to one a Pil- 
lar of Silver,:'to another one. of the 
Veſſels that was us'd at Table .during 
the Repaſt, or ſome other Gift. "He 
likewiſe preſented each of them with 

| one 
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one of the Boys, whom they had ſeen 
dance all in black, but he was well 
waſh'd and cloath'd. This was the 
pomp of Domitzan's Triumph, or ra- 
ther the Magnificence ot the Obſequies 


that were perform'd to thoſe that ded 


either in the War againſt the Dacians, 
or at Rome. 

This Prince put to death at the ſame 
tume, ſome of the chiet and moſt con- 
{ſiderable of the Empire, and confiſca- 
ted the Eflate of a Citizen, for having 


buried one of thoſe who had been exe 


cuted upon his Ground. 

{ thall mention in this place what 
happen'd moſt remarkable in the War 
againſt the Dacians. Julian who had 
been honour'd with the command - of 
the Army, acquitted himſelf of his Du- 
ty extreamly well, and in order to di- 
ſtinguiſh thoſe who ſhould behave them- 
ſelves well, he order'd every Soldier to 
write his own Name, and that of his 
Centurion upon his Buckler. He. gave 
Battel near to a place call'd apes, and 
cut in pieces a great number of the E- 


_ nemies. Yezinas who held the firſt rank 


among them, next ro Decebalus, not be- 


ng able to fly, without running the 


riſque 


\ 
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riſque of being diſcover'd, lay down a= 
 mong the Slain, and having hid him-_ 
ſelf in that manner, found means af- 
terwards to eſcape. Decehalus who was 
afraid the Conquerors would plunder 
his Palace, made uſe of a Stratagem ro 
preſerve it, ordering the Trees to be 
cut down around his Camp, and Arms 
to be plac'd upon the Trunks, that the 
Romans might take them tor Soldiers, 
and fo retire. Which Artifice ſucceed- 
ed to his expeRation. L. Antonius Go- 
vernor of Germany, having revolted a- 
gainſt Domitian about this time, L. Maxi- 
mus 'gave him battel and defeated him. 
But if he did not deſerve great Com- 
 mendations for this ViEtory, he deferv'd 
much greater than I can ever give him 
tor his Generoſity, in burning all the 
Papers of the conquer'd Party , leſt 
they ſhould ſerve as a ground for falfe 
Accuſations, and fear'd not to expoſe 
his own Life, to fave innocent People. 
But Domitian however put them to 
| Death, without Information or Proof, 
and the number of thoſe he oppreſs'd 
in this manner, was ſo great, that ts 
difficult to count them. A young Man, 
call d Julius Calvaſter, who had me a 
G Fe 


- 
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Tribune in the Army, and had hopes to 
be a Senator one day, eſcap'd againſt 
all manner of appearance. He was con- 


_viced of having had ſeveral Conteren- 


ces with Antonius, and it ſeem'd impoſ- 
ſible for him to have eſcap'd, being 
condemn'd as an Accomplice of his 


Conſpiracy, if he had not excusd 


himſelf by ſaying, that he had never 
talk'd with him aboutany Afair of State, 
and that all the Converſation he had 
had with him, amounted to nothing but 


_ Gallantry, which was ſo much the more 


eaſily believ'd, as he appear'd very ca- 


pable of inſpiring Love. I ſhall omit 


mentioning ſeveral particular Events 

that fell out at this time, and only take 
notice of one that relates to Luczan Pro- 
clus. He was an ancient Senator, who 


ſpent the greateſt part of the year in the 


Country, and yet was oblig'd to follow 
Domitian, when he undertook the War 
againſt the Daczans, leſt if he had not, 
he ſhould have been accus'd of quitting 


the Service at a time of the moſt ur- 
_ gentNeceſlity, and condemn to Death. 


But when he knew that the Emperor 
had won the Victory, he faid to him, 
* My Lord, The Gods have heard my. 

” : Pray- 
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* Prayers, and you have conquer yorr 
* Enemies, therefore I intrear you to 
* permit me to return to my Country- 
© houſe. He obtain'd the liberty he beg'd, 
* and though he liv'd long after, he ne- 
* yer ſaw the Emperor. 

There were People at this time who 
usd poiſon'd Needles, to difpatch thoſe 
whom they wanted to be rid of, and 
kilPd them in this manner without their 


perceiving it. Several of theſe Villains 


were diſcover'd, and condemn'd not on- 
 Iy at Rowe, but almoſt throughout the 

World. SR ADs nn 
Ulpius Trajan , and Acilius Glabrio 
had Prefages during their Conſulthip, 
which threatned the laſt with Death, 
_ and promisd the other the Sovereign 
Power. There was a Woman con- 
demn'd and executed, for having un- 
dreſs'd her ſelf before a Statue of Dom- 
tian, Among the great number of thoſe 
who were taken out of the World at 
_ the ſame, time, I muſt not forget to men-_ 
tion Metius Pompofian, Veſpaſian had 

always ſpar'd him, .tho' he had heard 
of a wild and corifus'd report that had 
ſpread among the People, that he was 
_ one day to aſcend the Throne; nſeye, 
G2 of 


 * 
of doing him any hurt, he us'd him ve- 
ry civilly, and faid, © He will remem- 
* ber my good Offices, and acknow- 
* ledge them. Domitian took a very 


_ different method with him. For having 
| baniſh'd him formerly to a Iſland, he. 
- pur him to Death ar this time, tho' he 


was accus'd of no other Crime, than 
of having a Map of the Terreſtrial 
Globe in his Cloſet, and having read 


_ carefully the Speeches of the Kings and 


other great Men, which 7ztus Livius 


has inſerted in his Hiſtory. He alſo 


condemn'd a Sophiſt nam'd Maternus , 
for having pronounc'd a Diſcourſe a- 


' gainſt Tyrants, only to ſhew his Elo- 


_ Domitian was often with Evi- 
dences, and inſtructed them what to 
ſay. He likewiſe diſcoursd with thoſe 
who were accusd, being willing to in- 
form himſelt of their Sentiments by 
himſelf, and not truſting to the report 
he might receive of them. But when 
he talk'd with them, he always took 


hold of their Chains, leſt they ſhould 


make uſe of them againſt him, in re- 
venge for his Cruelties. es 
It muſt be confeſs'd, that he did not 


acquit himfelf ill of the quality of Cer- 


ſor. 
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ſor, He expell'd Cecilius Rufinus the 
Senate for Dancing. Having diſcover'd 
that Claudius Pacatus was a Slave, he 
reſtor' d him to his Maſter, tho* he had 
been a Centurion. What he didas Em- 
peror, which I am going to mention, 
1s very different. He. put to Death Ru- 
fticus Arulinus, for addicting himſelf to 
Philoſophy, and for admiring the ver- 
tue of Thraſea, whom he calPd a Di- 
vine Man. He usd Ferennius Senecio 
after the ſame manner, only becauſe, 
after he had exercis'd the Office of 
yeſtor, he never ſtood for any other, 
tho he had livd to a conſiderable Age, 
and becauſe he had written the Life of 
Elvidius Priſcus. Several others were 
executed for their love to Philoſophy, 
and all thoſe who made profeliion of it, 
were forc'd to leave Rome. SIR 

Junius Celſus, who had conſpir'd a- 
gainſt him with ſome of the chief Men 
in Rome, and had been accus'd, eſcapd 
| by a ſtrange Artifice. When he was 
upon the point of being condemn'd, 
he deſir'd to ſpeak with the Emperor 
in private, and having obtain'd the ta- 
_ vour, he threw himſelt ar his Feer, co'* 
him ſeveral times his Lord and his 
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as ſome had already us'd to call him, 
and proteſted to him, that he was in- 
nocent of the Crime whereof he was 
accusd, and it he would only ſuſpend. 
his Execution, he would do him great 
Services, and would diſcover a great 
number of Criminals, againſt whom he 
would bring invincible Proofs. Thus 
having obtain'd the ſuſpenſion he de- 
fird, he accus'd no body, finding eve» 
ry day new pretences to gain time, till 
Dom3t:ian was Afla(linated, 

About this time the way was pav'd 
that leads from Sinueſſa to Puteol:. 
The ſame year Domztzan put to Death 
{ſeveral Perſons, and particularly Fla- 
vius Clemens, though he was his Re- 
ation, and had Married Flavia Do- 
mitil/a, is Kinſwoman. The pretext 
he made uſe of to condemn him was, 
that he and Flavia his Wife were guil- 
ry of Impiety, which was the ſame pre- 
tence he usd to puniſh ſeveral Perſons, 
who had embrac'd the Manners and 
Cuiloms of the Jews ; ſome were exe- 
cuted, others only diſpoſſeſs'd of their 
Fflates. Flavia Domitiia, was baniſh'd 
Bro the Iſland of Pandatera, Glabrio 
who had been Collegue of Trajan, in 

Lhe 
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the Conſulſhip was chargd with the 
fame Crime, and further, with fighting 
wild Beaſts in the Amphitheatre. Do- 
mitian who envied his Vertue, put him 
to Death under that pretence. The oc- 
caſfion of the Emperor's envy was this : 
Having invited him to the Juvenalia that 
were celebrated in his Houſe at Mount 
Alba, that year he was Conſul with 7ra- 
jan, as I have ſaid, he forc'd him to 
fight with a Lion of an extraordinary 
ſize, which he had prepard on purpoſe, 
and Glabrio without being ſurpriz'd kill'd 
the Lion, and receiv'd no hurt. The. 
ſame vertue made him ſuſpe&t ſeveral 
_ other Perſons, inſomuch that he truſted 
neither to his Freedmen, nor the Pre- 
 fedti Pretorio, whom he made no dit- 

ficulty of putting to Death, even in 
the time of their Magiſtracies. Epa- 
phroditus Nero's Freedman, who had 
been formerly baniſh'd by his order , 
was at that time put to Death, though 
he could be charg'd with no Crime, 
except for not being able to ſave his 
Maſter from the violence of thoſe who 
| had conſpird againſt him. He had a 
mind to make this terrible example in 
his Perſon, to frighten his own Freed- 
| - W.4 men, 
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no ſervice tohim, for the year follow- 


done him the honour to give him the 
 priviledge of wearing a Sword, of $- 


4. 
men, and to hinder them from making 
any attempt upon his Life. 

But: theſe cruel Precautions were of 


ing, which was the year of the Con- 
ſulſhip of Cazus Yalens, (who had been 
choſen into this Office at the age of 
fourſcore and ten, and who died in the 
exerciſe of it) and of Cazus Antiſtius, 
he was taken out of the World by the 
conſpiracy of Parthenzus, tho he had 


gerius, Entellus keeper of the Records 
of the Empire, and Srephanus his Freed- 
man. *I's faid that Domzitia his Wife, 
Norbanus Prafeftus Pretorio, and Petro- 
rius his Collegue, had knowledge of 
their Deſign. It is certain that for ſome 
time before Domitian had ſhewn his 
hatred for Domjtza, and ſhe was appre - 
henſtve, that he would cauſe her ro be 
put to Death. They whom I have 
namd Jov'd him as little, ſome becauſe 
they were accus'd of Crimes, and others, 
becauſe they expected to be charg'd 
{oon alter. I have heard that Dowmi- 
fan miſlruſting them all, and deſign- 
ing to gct rid of them, had written 
Fs: hood... POT ; their 
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' their names in a Table-Book, which 
he had put under the Pillow of his Bed 
where he us'd to repoſe himſelf, and 
that a young Boy having taken it from 
thence while he was aſleep, was met 
by Domitia, who ww read the names, 
went immediately and told the reſt 
what was contain'd in it. This advice 
oblig'd them to haſten their Enterprize, 
the execution whereof nevertheleſs they 
would not begin, till they were ſecure 
of ag Succeſſor to the Empire. Upon 
this occaſion they conferr'd with ſeveral, 
but no body would accept of the Dig- 
nity they offerd, becauſe every body 
miſtruſted the ſincerity of the Offer, 
and was afraid twas a fnare laid for 
their Deſtruction. Atlaſt they addreſs'd 
themſelves to Nerva, a Man of illuſtri- 
ous Birth, and a wonderful ſweetneſs of 


Nature, and perſwaded him with ſo 


much the more eaſe, becauſe he had 
been rendred ſuſpected by the falſe re- 
ports of the Judicial Aſtrologers. -Do- 
mitian had causd the Horoſcopes of all 
the Perſons of Quality to be made, and 
had put ſome to Death, who had ne- 
ver entertain'd the leaſt hope of com- 
ing to the Empire. He had alſo put 

Du | Nerva 
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| Nerua to Death, if an Aſtrologer who 
was his friend, had not diverted him 
from it, by ſaying, that he had but 
little time to live according to the courſe 
of Nature. ot eh 
None of theſe extraordinary Events 
_ ever fall out, without being foreſeen. 
Domitian had notice in a Dream, of the 
misfortune that threatned him. He 
thought he ſaw Ruſticus preſſing upon 
him with his Sword in his Hand, that 
the Statue of Mixerva which he hadin 
_ his Chamber dropt her Arms, and that 
being in a Chariot drawn. with black 
Hortes, ſhe deſcended into an Abyſs 
| that was very large, and very deep. 
Burt nothing is ſo wonderful, as the pre- 
dition which Largius Proculus made 
publickly in Germany, of the day on 
which Domitzan was to die. For being 
{ent to Rome by the Governor on this 
occaſion, he confirm'd what he had 
ſaid before Domitian, and was condemn d 
on the inſiant, but execution being de- 
lay'd, till the day he had foretold was 
paſt, Domitian was aſlaſſinated, and Pro- 
cul's was favd and gratified by Nerva 
with a hundred thouſand Drachma's. 
There was another who foretold o p0e- 

ns ſence 
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ſence of Domitian, the time and manner 
of his Death, and the Emperor demand- 
ing of him what kind of Death his own 
was to be, the Man anſwer'd, that he 
ſhould be torn in pieces by Dogs. Upon 
which Domitian order'd him to be burnt 
alive. But tho' the Pile was prepar'd for 
him, and actually ſet on fire, there fell 
ſo prodigious a ſtorm of Rain on the 
inſtant, that the fire was extinguiſh'd, 
inſomuch that Dogs having found him 
bound to a Poſt, pull'd him in pieces. 
| can likewiſe bring another Event that 
was very particular, but I ſhall firſt give 
an account of the circumſtances of Do- 
mitian's Death. As this Prince was ri- 
ſing from the Tribunal, and was ready 
to go and repoſe himſelf according to 
| his Cuſtom, Parthenius remov'd a Dag- 
ger from under his Pillow, leſt he ſhould 
make uſe of it to defend himſelf, and 
ſent Stephanus the moſt robuſt of the 
Conſpirators, who gave him a wound 
that ſtill left him ſtrength enough to 
_ grapple with , and throw him down. 
that gave it. Parthenius fearing he 
would eſcape, entred, or as ſome fay, 
ſent Maximus his Freedman, with whom 
_ Stephanus and ſeveral others, who os 

ha 


[92 ] 
had nointimation of the Plot,running in, 
Domitian receiv'd ſeveral wounds. That 
which appears to be more extraordina- 
ry than the reſt, and which I reſerv'd 
to mention in this place is, that on the 
yery Day, nay, the Moment Domitzian 
was alſlaſſinated, as 'twas afterwards 
known upon a very exact ſearch into 
the matter, Apolonius Thyanzu got up, 
whether 'twas in the City of Epheſus, or 
elſewhere, upon a very high Stone, and 
calling the People together, cried out 
with a loud Voice, * Courage, Stepha- 
* zuws, Courage, ſtrike the Murderer, 
* Thou haſt ſtruck him. Thou haſt 
* wounded him. Thou haſt kill'd him. 
As incredible as this fat ſeems to be, 
it is no leſs true. Domztzan liv'd four 
and forty Years, ten Months, and fix 
and twenty Days. He reign'd fifteen 
years and five days. Phils his Nurſe 
was dexterous enough to ſteal his Body, 
in order to give it Burial. es 
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REIGN 


EMPEROR 
NERV A 


OMITIAN was no ſooner 

dead, but Nerva was proclaim'd 
Emperor in Rome. The horror 
and execrations People had for the me- 
mory of his Predeceſſor, made him 
give order for the pulling down 2 great 
numberof Gold and Silver Statues, with 

which he had been honour'd during his 
Lite, and which amounted to great 
ſums of Money. The Triumphal Ar- 
ches which had been rais'd to him were 
alſo demoliſh'd, Nerva {et at Os * 4 
thoſe 
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thoſe who had been charg'd with Im- 
_ Piety, and recall d thoſe who were in 
Baniſhment. He condemn'd to Death 
all Slaves and Freedmen, who had laid 
{nares for their Maſters and Patrons, 
and forbid all thoſe of that Condition, 
to. bring any Charge whatſoever againſt 
their Maſters. He would not even 
ſuffer any body to be accus'd, either for 
having obſerv'd the Ceremonies of the 
Jewiſh Religion, or neglected the Wors- 
ſhip of the Gods. An infinite number 
of People had been put to Death upon 
falſe Accuſations, and among the reſt, 
a famous Philoſopher call'd Seras, The 
allowance that had been given to pri- 
vate Informers, having extreamly di- 
{ſturb'd the publick Tranquility, Fron- 
ton the Conſul ſaid very wiſely, © That 
_ © if 'twas a Misfortune to have an Em- 
* peror under whom no allowance was 
* givento any one, twas a much great- 
©er Misfortune to have one under 
© whom every thing was permitted to 
© every body. And twas this that in-- 
duc'd Nerwa to ſilence Informers. 
Nerva was grown fo weak withAge and 
Sickneſs, that his Stomach could ſcarce 
keep any Nouriſhment. He expreſly 
Ros  forbad. 
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forbad his SubjeAs to ſet up any Sta- 
tue of him in Gold or- Silver. He re- 
ſtord all the Money that he found in 
the publick Treaſury, to thoſe from 
whom Domitzan had unjuſtly taken it. 
He aſſign'd Lands to the value of fif- 
teen hundred thouſand Drachmas, for 
_ the ſubſiſtance of poor Citizens, and 
nam'd Senators to diſtribute the Reve- 
nues of them accordingly. Finding 
that he wanted Money, he fold abun- 
dance of Goods, Habits, Veſſels of Gold 
and Silver, as well of his own, as of 
thoſe of the Palace. He likewiſe ſold 
Houſes and Lands, and parted with e- 
very thing but what was juſt neceſlary. 
And he was fo far from exacting the 
juſt value of them, out of an Avarice 
unworthy of his Rank, that he part- 
ed with them at ſo-low a rate, that it 
might be interpreted a favour to thoſe 
that bought them. He aboliſh'd Sacri- 
fices, Sports, and Shews, to avoid great 
Expences. He took an Oarh in full Se- 
nate, that he would not put any Se- 
nator to Death, and kept it even to 
thoſe who conſpir'd againſt him. He 
never did any thing without firſt con- 
ſulting that Body. He publiſh'd ſever 
"af 
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ral Laws, and among others, one by 
which he forbad the making of Eunuchs, 
and: another againit Marriages between 
Uncles and Nieces. He was not-jea- 
lous of Rufus Virginius, and made - no 
difficulty of taking him for his Collegue 
in the Contul{hip, though he had been 
ſeveral times calld Emperor. There 
was an Inicription upon the Monument 
of this Virginizs, to this effec, that ha- 
ving conquer d Yindex, he had ſecur'd 
the polleſſion of the Sovereign Power, 
not to himſelf , but to his Country, 
Nerva govern'd with fo much Equity, 
that he ſaid one day he had behav'd 
himſelf in ſuch a manner, that he had 
nothing to fear, though he ſhould be 
reduc'd toa private Condition. Calpur- 
nius Craſſus deſcended from the illuſtri- 
ous Family of that name, having con- 
ſpir'd with ſome others againſt him, he 
_ gave directions that the Accomplices 
ſhould be plac'd near him at the pub- 
lick Shows, before they knew their Plot 
was diſcoverd, and fent them ſome 
Daggers to ce if they were well point- 
ed, which he did to thew them that he 
was not afraid of being, aſlaflinated up- 
on the Spot. ' Elian Caſperius, Comms 
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of his Guards, who had been in the 
ſame poſt under Demitian, made his 
Soldiers mutiny againſt him, by encoy- 
raging them to demand the Deaths of 
certain Perſons. Nerva rejected their 
demand with ſo much Vigour, that he 
ofter'd his own Throat to them, in ſtead 
of thoſe they wanted. But his reſiſtance 
was of no uſe to him, for Elan put all 
thoſe to death whom he thought fit. 
When Nerva ſaw that hisAge was ſo much 
deſpis'd, he went up to the Capzrol, and 
ſaid aloud, * For the good of the Em- 
* pire, of the Roman People, and my 
* ſelf, I adopt Marcus Ulpius Nerva 
© Trajan. After that he declar'd him Cz- 
ſar in the Senate, and as he was then at 
| lis command in Germany, he wrote to 
him with his own Hand in theſe terms : 


Employ your Weapons to - revenge my 
 Wrongs. 


Upon this occaſion it fell our, that 
tho' Nerva had Relations of his own, 
Trajan was declar'd Czar, and atter- 
wards Emperor. He prefer'd the 11tc- 
reſt of the State, before his love tro his 
neareſt Kinſmen, and being 6: opinion, 
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that one ſhould rather judge of Men by 
the merit of their Vertue, than by the 
Rank of their Birth, he choſe Trajay a 
Spaniard by Nation, to ſucceed him on 
the Throne, which till then, none had 
ever aſcended that were not Romans of 
Tralians, He died after he had reign'd 
a Year, four Months, and nine Days, 
and liv'd ſixty five Years, ten Months, 
and ten Days. 
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he had a Dream, in which he 
thought he ſaw an old Man with 
2 purple Robe and a Crown, that is to 
ſay, ſuch a figure as the Senate was 


Be" Trajan came to the Empire 


wont to be painted in, that ſet his Seal 


firſt to the left fide of the Neck, and 
then to the right. As ſoon as he had 
the Sovereign Power in his Hands, he 
wrote tothe Senate with his own Hand, 
that he would never put to Death, or 
diſgrace an innocent Perſon, which he 
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afterwards confirm'd with an Oath. As 
for Elan and the Soldiers of the Guards, 
who rais'd a Sedition in Nerva's Reign, 
he ſent for them, as if he had deſign'd to 
make uſe of them, and when they were 
come, commanded them to be execu- 
ted. He was no ſooner entreg into Rome, 
but he made excellent Laws for the re- 
formation of Abuſes, the government of 
the State, and in favour of Men of Ver- 
'tue and Worth, of whom he took ſo. 
particular a care, that he ſetled Funds 
in the Cities of 7taly for the education 
of Youth. The firſt time that Plotina 
his Wife entred the Palace, ſhe ſtop'd 
upon the Stairs, and turning towards 
the People, ſaid, * Tis my delire that 
. may go out from hence in the ſame 
* diſpoſition with which I come in:, And 
ſhe behav'd her felf in ſuch a manner, 
during the whole courſe of his Reign, 
that no body ever found fault with any 
of- her Actzons...-  - - 
As for 7rajas, he had not been long 
at Rome, when calling to mind the inſo- 
lence with which the Dacians had ta- 
| ken up Arms, and conſidering on one 
ſide, that the Tribute they had impos d 
upon the Romans, was Gs Ages 
= 


[ 161 ] 
and on the other, that their pride iri- 
creasd every day in proportion to their 
| Power, he refolv'd to make War upon 
them. As ſoon as Decebalus learnt the 


news of his march, he was poſlets'd 


with fear, knowing that whereas before 
he had conquerd not the Romans but 
Domitian, he ſhould now be oblig'd to 
fight with Romans, led by ſuch an Em- 


_ peror as Trajan, He was indeed a Prince 


_ equally admirable for the greatneſs of 


his Courage, his zeal for Juſtice, and 


| the purity of his Manners. He took 
poſſeſſion of the Sovereign Power at 
| the Age of two and forty years, which 
was an Ape wherein he enjoy d a great 


vigour of Body and Mind, and in which 


he was equally remote from the violen- 
ces of Youth, and the flownels of Age. 
He never perſecuted out of Jealoutiie, 
nor ruin d any one whatſoever. On the 
contrary, he conſtantly honout'd Men 
of Merit, and preferr'd ther as much 
as was poſlible. As he hated rio body, fo 
he thought no body hated him, which 
made him live free from Jealouſie and 


Fear. He did not liſten to Calutnnies, 


nor give himſelt up to Paſſion. He was 
as far from taking what belong'd to his 
CLP - = 20 Subjects; 
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Subjects, as he was from taking away 
their Lives. He was at great expences 
in time of Peace, and in time of War, 
| but he made them very uſeful to the 
publick in repairing the Ways, fortify- 
ing Ports, and adorning the City with 
new Buildings, but no Man's Blood e- 
ver contributed to theſe Works. He 
ſhewd inall his Enterprizes a Magna- 
nimity, and a Magnificence ſo extraor- 
dinary, that having rais'd the Circas from 
the ruines in which it was tfaln, and made 
1t larger and finer thanever it had been, 
he put an Inſcription upon it to this 
effect, that he had rebuilt it in this man- 
ner, that it might be able to contain 
all the Roman People. He deſir'd rather 
tobe belov'd, Go4g honour'd by his Sub- 
jets. He diſcours'd familiarly with the 
People, and treated the Senate very ci- 
villy. In fine, he was univerſally be- 
lovd, and only fear'd by the Enemies 
of the Empire. He went a Hunting 
with the Citizens, and to their Enter-_ 
tainments, ſhar'd in their Diverſions, as 
wellas in their ſerious Afﬀairs, and ſome- | 
times rallied with them, rook three of 
them at a time to his Table, and went 
Pretty often withour Guards to the age 

es 
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ſes of private Men. He was not Learri- 
ed, and had never ſtudied much ; but 
| yet he could make a very good judg- 
ment of Things, and argue with as 
much good Senſe, as thoſe who have 
the aſliftance of Books. In a word, he 
had excellent Qualities. I know that 
he lov'd Wine and Boys, and that he 
would have deſerv'd blame for theſe 
faults, if they had engag'd him to do or 
ſuffer any thing that was contrary to 
 Decency or Juſtice. But he was of ſuch 
a conliitution to bear Wine, that even. 
when he drank to Excets, he did not 
ſeem to have exceeded the bounds which 
Sobriety preſcribes. . And as to tae pal- 
ſion he had for Boys, it produc'd no ill 
efteas. Though he had an Inclinati- 
on to Arms, he moderated ſo well the 
heat of his Courage, that when he 
humbled his Enemies, : he acquir'd new 
Friends. 

He led his Troops with ſuch a won- 
derful Prudence, that they were never 
ſeen to mutiny, and there 1s no doubt, 
but ſo many many rare advantages made 
him appear formidable to Decebalys. As 
he was marching againit the Daczavs, 

| and wasalready pretty near their Camp, 
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a great Muſhroom was brought to him, 
in which was written in Latin, that the 


Burrhi and other Confederates intreat- . 


ed him to retire and make Peace. Ne- 
vertheleis he gave Battel, and cut in 
pieces a great number of his Enemies, 
but had at the ſame time the diſplea- 
{ure to ſee many of his own wounded. 
Tis faid, that when their Bandages fail'd, 
he order'd his own Linnen to be cut 
for their uſe. He raisd an Altar to the 
memory of thoſe who died in the Bat- 
tel, and order'd Funeral Honours to be 
paid them every year. This done, he 
march'd from Hill to Hill, and after 
having eſcap'd ſeveral Dangers, arrivd 
_ at the principal City of the Dactans, 
who being attack d art the ſame time by 
Lufius 1 another place, loſt a great 
number of their Men. This loſs ob- 
lig'd Decebalus to depute to Trajan ſome. 
of the chiet Men of the Country who 
wore Caps, and to beg Peace. Trajan 
commanded them to deliver their Arms, 
their Machines, and the Workmen that 
made them ; to put into his Hands the 
Deſerters from his Army, to demoliſh 
the Forts they had built, to give up the 
Countries they had ſeiz'd, and to en- 

| _ ter 
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ter intoan offenſive and defenſive League 
with the Romans. Decebalus being brought 

to Trajan, \ubſcribd to theſe condi- 
tions againſt his will, and proſtrated 
himſelf at his Feet, as 'twere to adore 
him. Es, 
Trajan being return'd to Rome, the 
| Deputies of Lecebalus were introduc'd 
into the Senate, where they laid down 
their Arms, joyn'd their Hands after the 
manner of Priſoners, pronounc'd a few 
words to aſſure them of their Submiſl- 
on, ratified the Peace, and took their 
Arms again. After that Trajan enjoy'd 
the honour of the Triumph he had de- 
ſerv'd, and was firnam'd Dacicus. He 
reſtord to the Theatre the Gladiators 
and Dancers, among which there was 
one call'd Pilades, for whom he had an_ 
extream paſſion. Though he had na- 
turally a very ſtrong inclination to War, 
yet he did not negle& other Afairs, 
and did not fail to take cogniſance of 
the differences of private Men, and to 
diſtribute Juſtice ſometimes in the pub- 
lick place of Avgaſtus, ſometimes in 
Livia's Galery, and ſometimes in other 
places. In the mean time he receiv'd 
advice, that Decebalus had broke leveral 
Es Arti: 
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Articles of the Treaty of Peace , that 


he provided himſelf with Arms, that 
he receivd Deſerters from the Roman = 
Army, that he fortified his Places, that 
he ſolicited his Neighbours to enter in- 
to his Alliance, that he plunder'd the 
Territories of thoſe who had refusd to 
engage in his Intereſt, and that he had 
ſeizd upon fome of the Lands of the 


Fazygtans, which Trajan retus'd after- 


wards to reitore to them, when they re- 


claimd them of him. 


Theſe IntraQtions diſpos'd the Senate 
to declare him a ſecond time the Ene- 
my of the Roman People, and the Em- 
peror to make War againſt him in Per- 
jon, inſtead of committing it to his Ge- 
nerals. Decebalus being inferiour in 


| force to Trajan, had recourſe to Stra- 


tagems, and was very near deſtroying 


him by the treachery of ſome Deſer- 


ters, whom he had fent into Mez/a to 


aſlaſlinate him. This cowardly deſign 


appear d ſo much the eafter to execute, 
as Trajan was of eafier acceſs in time 
of War, than at any-other. But they 
durſt not attempt it, becauſe one of 
their Comrades being taken up upon 
Suſpicion, had been put to the qu_ 
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and confeſs'd all he knew. Decebalus 
likewiſe usd an Artifice to draw Longz- 
#4s, one of the Commanders of the 
Roman Army into his Camp, and preſs'd 
him openly to diſcover to him the de- 
ſigns of the Emperor. Being able to 
get nothing from him, he put him in 
Priſon, and wrote to T7rajan, offering 
to ſet him at Liberty, and demanding 
Peace. Trajan ſent him an Anſwer con- 
ceivd in ſuch terms, that if it did not 
imply any contempt for Longinus, . nei- 
ther did it argue too great an eſteem 
for him, and ſufficiently ſhewd, that 
though he did not with to loſe him, 
he was not refolv'd to buy his preſer- 
vation at too dear a rate. While Dece- 
balus, who did not ſucceed in this de- 
ſign, was concerting others in his Head, 
 Longinus took {ome Poiſon, and procurd 
his own Death. GD 

Trajan at the ſame time built a Stone- 
bridge over the Danube. Though he 
had undertaken abundance of other 
Works that were very Magnificent, none 
of them equall'd this, or thew'd fo much 
the greatneſs of his Mind, and firmnelts 
of Reſolution, It was ſupported with 
_ twenty Piles made of Free-itone, Rry 
huts un- 


[ 168 ] 
hundred and fifty foot high, without 
reckoning the Foundations, ſixty foot 
wide, one hundred and ſeventy foot di- 
flant from each other, and joyn'd to- 
gether by Arches. Tho' there is reaſon 
to be amaz'd at the greatneſs of the ex- 
pence, which was made to finiſh ſo 
wonderful an Edifice, there is reaſon to 
admire yet more the Art and Dexteri- 
ty of the Workmen, that could build 
in the midſt of a River fo full of Mud 
and deep Holes, eſpecially ſince they 
could find no way of turning the courle 
of the Water. The place where the 
Bridge was rais'd, was the moſt com- 
modious and narrow part of the River, 
for in other places the River 1s twice 
or thrice as broad. Its courſe being as. 
it were pent up in that place, was 
much more rapid , which made the 
Building of the Bridge more difficult, 
and extreamly rais'd the greatneſs of _ 
the Enterprize, and the generoſity of 
the Emperor, who had the glory of ac- 
compliſhing the Work. Yet is it of no. 
uſe, ſince there is no paſſage over ir, 
and its Piles ſeem only to be raisd as 
Monuments, to ſhew that there is no- 
thing which Human Induſtry cannot 
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bring to Perfetion. Trajan built - it 
with this deſign, that when the Danube 


ſhould be frozen, the Romans might not 
be exposd to the violence of their E- 
nemies, and be deſtitute of Succour. 


But Adrian ſince demoliſh'd the top of 
it, leſt the Barbarians ſhould force 
thoſe who guarded it, and make an Ir- 


ruption into Mzfha, Trajan having thus 
finiſh'd the Bridge, and paſs'd the Da- 
zube, made War with more Prudence and 
Safety, than Heat and Alacrity. But at 


length he reduc'd the Dacians under his 


power by his extraordinary Valour, 
which was ſeconded by that of his Sol- 


diers. Among thoſe who ran through 


the greateſt dangers, and ſignalizd them- 
- ſelves for his Service, was a Cavalier, 
who having been wounded in the Fight, 
was carried off to be dreſs'd, and when 
he underſtood that his wound was Mor- 


tal, he had ſtrength and courage enough 


to return againſt his Enemies, and to 


do ſome gallant Actions betore he died. 


| When Decebalus ſaw that his Country 
and Palace were already in the power 
of the Conquerors, and that he ran a 


riſque of falling alive into their Hands, 
he kill'd himſelf, after which his Head 
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| was carried to Rome. Trajan having 
thus reduc'd Dacia to his Obedience, 


founded Cities there. The Treaſures 


_ of the vanquiſh'd Prince conſiſting in 
_ Gold, Silver, Jewels, and other preci- 
ous Furniture, were diſcoverd by one 


of his moſt intimate Friends call'd Bz- 
flis, a Priſoner of War, and found in 
Caverns made for the purpoſe along the 
Palace, under the current of the River 
Sargetia, whoſe courſe had been turn'd 
by Slaves for this deſign. There were al- 
ſo very rich Habits found under ground, 
in Holes that were dug by the fame 
Slaves, whom Decehalus had the cruel- 
ty to Maſſacre on the inſtant, leſt they 


ſhould betray his Secret. 


Palma Governor of Syrza, reduc'd 'at 
the ſame time under the Dominion of 


—— the Romans, that part of Arabia, which 


1s call d Petra, from its capital City. 
As foon as 7rajan was return'd to Rome, 


| he gave Audience to Embaſſadors of fe- 


veral Nations, and among, the reſt, to 


. thoſe of the- Indians After that he 


gave for one hundred and three and 
twenty days ſucceflively, publick Shows, 
in which ſome days were kill'd a thou- 


of 


[ vnn } 


of ten thouſand, and in which ten thou- 
 fand Gladiators fought againſt one ano- 


ther. He made at the ſame time, Roads, 
Cauſways, Ports and Buildings upon 


the Palus Ponti, and cried down all the 


Money that wanted of its juſt value. 
He perform d Funeral Honours to Lz- 
cinius Sura, who died about the ſame 


time, and erected a Statue to his Me- 
mory. This Szra had acquir'd ſuch 


immenſe Riches, that he had built at 


his own charge, a Place for the pub- 


lick Exerciſes. 7rajan had put ſo great 
a confidence in his Friend, that tho” 
ſome envious Perſons usd their utmoſt 
power to make him miſtruſt the ' Sin- 


cerity of it, he went and fuppd art 


his Houſe without Invitation, ſent a- 


way his Guards, and deſfir'd S#ra's Phy- 
ſitian to look upon his Eyes. Thenhe 


was ſhav'd by his Barber, according to 
the ancient cuſtom which private Men 
and Emperors had ro be ſhav'd, Adrian 


being the firſt who ſuffer d his Beard 


to grow. After that he bath'd and 


ſupp'd, and the next day faid to rhoſe_ 
who were us'd to give him ill impreſſions 
of Sara, if he had ever deſign'd to al- 


laflinate me, he had done it laſt Night. 
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. It was doubtleſs the effe&t of an un- 
common generoſity in this Emperor, to 


| be willing to prove in chis manner the 
Fidelity of a Friend accus'd of Trea- 


chery, and to dare thus to truſt him 
with his Perſon, and to be aſlurd of his 
Friendſhip. One day as he was putting 
a Captain of his Guards in poſleſſion 
of his Poſt, and giving him the Sword 
according to Cuſtom, he ſaid to him 
preſenting it naked, * Take this Sword 

and uſe it for me, if ] govern with 


« Juſtice, and againſt me if otherwiſe. 


He erected Statues in honour of Softus, 


Palma, and Celſus, for whom he had 


2 more: particular Aﬀection and Eſteem, 


| than for any other. Heproſecuted ſame 


before the Senate, who had confpird 


againſt him, and among others Craſſus, 
and obtaind their Condemnation. He 


built Libraries, and erefted in the 
place that bears his Name a vaſt Pillar, 
as well to ſerve him as a Monument 
for his Bones, as to, be one of his Mag- 


_ nificence to Poſterity. In good earnelt 


'twas a piece of work that could not 
be finiſh'd without an extraordinary Ex- 


_ pence, becauſe it was neceſlary to cut thro 
a Mountain as high as the Pillar, and 


leyel 
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level the publick place. Aﬀter that he 
took up Arms againſt the 4rmeniazs and 
Parthians, under pretence that the King 
of Armenia inſtead of receiving the 
Crown from his Hand, had receiv'd it 
from the King of the Parthians. But 
he had indeed no other Motive, than 
that of Ambition. He was no ſooner 
in the Enemies Country , but ſeveral 
| Noblemen and Princes came to meet 
him with Prefents, among which there 
was a Horſe which had been taught to 
Salute, by kneeling upon his Fore-teet, 
and bowing his Head to the very feet of 
MG<=aGKCVARTT AA. 
Trajan having poſleſs'd himſelf of the 
Country without fighting, advancd as 
far as Satala, and Elegia, Cities of Ar» 
menta, paid great Honours to the King 
of the Heniochs, reveng'd himſelf of 
Parthamafirus King of Armenia, put in- 
to the rank of his Friends, thofe Princes 
who ſubmitted to him, and took others 
Priſoners without any Battel. The Senate 
gave him great Honours, and among, 
the reſt the ſurname of ExceZent. He al- 
_ ways march'd on foot at the head of his 
Army, leading and ordering them ſeveral 
ways, He paſsd the Rivers jult as hos | 
SES I ol- 
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Soldiers did, ſometimes ſpread falſe A- 


larms among them, in order to accu- 
ſtom them to obey his Orders with 
Expedition, and to fear nothing on the 
moſt unexpected occaſions. When he 
had taken ſeveral Cities, he was fur- 
nam'd Parthicas, but this ſurname which 
only recommended his Military . Ver- 
tue, was leſs valuable to him, than that 
of Excellent, which denoted the ſweet- 
neſs of his Nature, and the purity of his 


Manners. 


While he was at A»z7och there hap- 
pen'd an Earthquake, by which ſeveral 
Cities were damag'd, and that more 
than any other. Among the Soldiers, 
and private Men that were come thi- 


_ ther from all parts, whether. by way of 


Buſineſs, or Curioſity, there was not 
one that did not ſuſtain ſome loſs, fo 


_ that the whole Roman Empire ſeemd 
to be inclos'd in this City, in order to. 


feel the fatal eftets of this deplorable 
Accident. It was preceded by Thunder 
and Lightning, but no body imagin'd 
they would be attended with ſuch a 
conſequence. At firſt there was heard 
a kind of a bellowing noiſe, then the 
Earth heay'd up, and the Houſes that 

Eo - were 

F, 
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were upon it ſhook. There was a dread- 
ful noiſe occaſiond by the claſh of 
Stones, Bricks and Tiles, which were 
rent from their places. The Air was 
filld with fo thick a Duſt, that Peo- 


ple could not ſee one another. Seve- 


ral were raisd into the Air, and toſs d 
out of their Houſes. Some were crip- 
led, others killd. The violence of the 
Shock was fo extream, that Trees were 
torn up by the Roots. The number of 
thoſe who were ſurpriz'd in their Hou- 


| fes, and cruſh'd under the Ruines, 1s 


not to be computed. There were ſome 
that were oppreſs'd by the fall of others, 
and ſome that were in a manner buri- 
ed in the Earth. Some were in a moſt 
deplorable condition, engag'd under a 
confusd heap of Ruines, where they 
- could neither live nor die. Among fo 
great a number, there were ſeveral who 
eſcap'd. But there was alſo a great 
number wounded, ſome in the Thighs, 


others in the Shoulders, and others in 


the Head. Some vomited their Blood, 
and among others Pedo the Conſul , 
Who died of it. In a word, there was 


no ull accident that the violence of this 


Misfortune was not attended with. As 
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it continued feveral Days and Nights, 
no body knew what remedy to apply 
to it. Some were oppreſs'd under the 
Ruines, and others who got into hol- 
low places, as under Vaults, died with 
Famine. When the Earthquake ceas'd, 
there was a Man who had the boldneſs 
to get upon the top of the Ruines, where 
he found a Woman with a Child, which 
ſhe had nouriſhd with her Milk, and 
her ſelf likewiſe. Then they ſearch'd 
for the Dead, among which there was 
a Child found that juſt breath'd, and 
clung to his Mother's Breaſt, who had. 
juſt expir'd. The grief which thoſe felt, 
who drew the dead Bodies out of the 
Ruines was ſo extreme, that they loſt all 
ſenſe of joy for the preſervation of their 
own Lives. Trajan eſcapd out of a 
Window, under the conduct of a Man 
that was of a higher Stature than or- 
dinary. He was ſeizd with ſo great 
an Aſtoniſhment, that he continued in 
| the: Czrcaus ſeveral days afterithe Farth- 
quake ceasd. Mount Coraſus ſhook to 
that degree, thatit perfeAlybow'd, and 
ſeem'd juſt ready to fall upon the'City. 
There were other Mountains alfo that 
bowd their Heads Water appeard 


CR} 

in places where none had ever been ſeen, 
and other places were dry that had al- 
ways receiv'd Water. , 
In the beginning of the Spring 7ra- 
jan entred'into the Enemies Country, 


and becauſe the Country which is a- 


| bout the 7igris, produces no Wood 
that is proper for building Veſſels, he 
 convey'd ſome on Carriages, which he 


had made in the Foreſts near Ns, 
the Conveyance was ſo much the eaſier, 
becauſe the Carriages could be taken to 


pieces. When he was come to the River, 
he laida Bridge of Boats upon it over a- 


gainſt Mount Cardin, in ſpite of the 
Enemies efforts to hinder him. For he 
had ſo prodigious a number of Boats 


_ and Soldiers, that at the ſame time were 
ſeen Veflels preparing, and others rea- 
dy equippd and full of Soldiers, cover- 
ing the ſurface of the River. The Bar- 
barians aſtoniſhd at ſo unexpected a 
ſight, as was that of ſo many Boats and 
Barks in a Country that bears no Wood 
proper to build them with, turn'd their 
Backs, and left the paſſages of the Ri- 
ver free to the Romans, who had no 
ſooner reach'd the other fide, but they 
made themſelves Maſters of 4dzabena, 
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which makes part of Aſſyria, and for: 
merly depended upon Ninus. They al- 
ſo polleſs'd themſelves of Gaugamela and 
Artela where Alexander conquer'd Da+ 
rius. Theſe are two places of the ſame 
Country, which the Inhabitants call Az- 
tiria by corruption, and by a change of | 
an Sinto a T. The Romars finding no 
Enemies that were in a condition to re- 
 \fiſt them, the Forces of the Parthians 
being cxtreamly diminiſhd by their Di- 
viſions, they advancd as far as Baby- 
lou, where the Emperor viewd the Lake 
of Suiphur, which had been made uſe 
of in the building of the Walls of that 
flarely City. The force of this Sul- 
phur is fo great, when it is mixd with _ 
Br cks, or {mall Stones, that it makes 
| them harder than Marble, or Iron. This 
Prince likewiſe view'd the mouth of the 
Lake, from whence there arifes ſo dan- 
gcrous a Vapour , that thoſe Animals 
tiat ſmell it, are inſtantly choak'd. If. 
this vapour roſe higher, or ſpread fur- 
ther than it doth, it would make the 
Country altogerhicr uninhabitable. But 
it alwavs keeps within bounds. I have 
ſecn one like it at /Zerapols, a City 
of 4/ta, have iry'd it upon Birds, and 
have 
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have ſtoop'd to ſee how it deſcends in- 


to a Cavern, over which a Theatre is 
built. This Vapour is mortal to all A- 
nimals except Eunuchs. I own tis a 
difference, whoſe cauſe I can by no 


means penetrate into. But I am ſatis- 
fied with writing what I have ſeen and 


heard. 
Trajan had reſolv 'd to make the Fu- 
phrates deſcend into the Tygris by a Ca- 


nal, in order to convey his Boats thi- 


ther, of which he would have made a 
Bridge. But he quitted his Reſolution, 
when he came to underſtand that the 


Euphrates was higher than the 7ygris, 
and that there was danger of its grow- 


ing dry, by making ſo great a deſcent 
of its water as would be neceſſary. Thus 


| he order'd his Boats to be carryd o- 


ver the ſmall ſpace of Land that fepa- 


rates thoſe two Rivers, paſsd the 7y-_ 


gris, and entred into the City of Cre/t- 


phon. By the taking of this City he 


was again proclaim'd Emperor, and fſur- 


nam'd Parthicus, He receiv'd beſides 


ſeveral Honours from the Senate, and 
among the reſi, that of a Triumph at- 
tended with Feaſts and publick Rejoy- 
cings, which might continue as long as 


 kethought fit I 4 Aiter 
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Aﬀeer the Emperor had reduc'd the 
City of Ctefiphon, as I have ſaid, he 
undertook to paſs the Red Sea, which 
is a Gulph of the Ocean, and was fo 
call'd from the Name of a King, who 
formerly commanded theCountry round 
about. After that he reduc'd eaſily an 
Iſland of the 7ygris, call'd the Ifle of 


Meſſena, in which Atambilas reign'd ; but 
the rigour of the Winter, the rapidity 
_ of the 7ygris, and the reflux of the Sea, 


made him run extream dangers in the 
midſt of his Victories. He was receivd 


with Civility and Reſpe, by the In- 
habitants of a place call'd the Fortreſs 


of Spaſin, which was in the Dominions 
of Atambilus. Aﬀterwards he advanc'd 


to the very Banks of the Ocean, which 


he view'd very attentively, and ſeeing 


| 2 Ship juſt ready to Sail for the 1zdzes, 


he ſaid that he would have made the 


Voyage himſelf if he had been younger. 


He intorm'd himſelt very exactly of the 


 Afﬀairs of that Nation, and ſaid, that he 


thought Alexander _ had been very 
happy, in carrying his Arms ſo far. 
de added nevertheleſs, that he had ex- 


_ rended his Conqueſts furfher, and wrote 


io to the Senate, though his Conqueſts 


"WF 7; 


[ v2n | 
were unprofitable, becauſe he could not 
keep them. The Senate gave him up. 
on this occaſion great Honours, and a- 
 mong others, that of triumphing over 
as many Nations as he pleasd. That 
which hindred the Senate from naming 


them in particular was, that they had 


no knowledge of them. Fg 

Among the Decrees they made to 
perpetuate the memory of his Vidto- 
ries, they ſet up a Triumphal Arch in 


the publick place that bears his Name. 


The Citizens prepar'd to meet him at 


' a great diſtance, but he never ſaw 


Rome again, and could not finiſh his 


Enterprizes by a Succeſs anſwerable to 


' the beginning. As he was viſiting 4fta, 
and was even out at Sea, he receiv'd 


news of the Revolt of thoſe People 
whom he had ſubdued, and of the Maſ- 


facring of the Garrifons he had left in 


their Country. He made this Voyage 
only out of Curioſity, and a deſire to 


ſee if the reports which ran of thoſe. 


parts, had not been impos d upon him. 
But he found nothing that anſwer'd 
his Expectation. There was nothing 
but Fables and Ruines. He was 


drawn thither by the Reputation of 4- 
Tg = 4: wa lexander, 
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texander, to whom he perform'd Fu- 
neral Honours in the very place where 


he died. As ſoon as he receiv'd news 


of this Revolt, he ſent Ly/ftus and Maxi- 


mus againſt the Rebels. The laſt was 
overcome and killd; the other behav'd 
_ himſelf like a Man of Courage, re- 


took Ni/bis, forc'd Edeſfſa, and put all 
to Fire and Sword. Erutivs Clarus, and. 


| Julius Alexander his Lieutenants, took 
Seleucia, and burnt it. Trajan reſolv'd to 


give the Parthians a King, leſt they 
ſhould have a fancy to revolt like the 


reſt. In order to this, as ſoon as 


he arriv'd at Crefphon, he ſummon'd 
the Parthians and Romans upon a flat 
Plain, mounted upon a high place, re-_ 


lated his Military Expeditions, declar'd 


Parthamaſpates King, and fet the Crown 


upon his Head. After that he entred 
into Arabza, and turn'd his Arms againſt 


the Atrenians, who had alſo ſhaken off 
the yoke of Subjedtion. - Sy 
— The City which they inhabited, was 
not conſiderable either in Bigneſs, or 
Riches. The Country about it is al- 
moſt a Defart, becauſe there is but lit- 
tle Water, and that little not very geod. 
Beſides there is great ſcarcity of RIW 
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and Provifions for Life, for which rea- 


ſon no Army can ſubſiſt there long. 


Add to that the exceſſive Heats, which 
are ſufficient of themſelves to put a ſtop 


to the incurſions of Strangers. Thus 
ov neither Trajan take 1t then, nor 


Severus ſince, though they had ' beat 
down part of the Wall. rajan Or- 


derd it to be aſſaulted immediately by 


ſome Troops of Horſe, who return'd 
to the Camp with great loſs. Then he 
went in Perſon, having put oft his Im- 
perial Robes, for fear of being diſco- 


verd. But he was perceivd notwith- 


ſtanding by the whiteneſs of his Hair, 
and the Majeſty of his Countenance, 


which made the Barbarians ſhower their 


Darts at him, with which they kill'd 


a Horſeman "juſt by him. At the 


ſame time the Thunder grumbled in 

the Clouds, and a Rainbow appeard. 
When the Romans were ready to give 
the Aſſault, they were ſtop'd by 
Lightnings, Whirlwinds, Hail and Thun- 


der. When they were taking their Re- 


paſts, they were extreamly incommo- 
ded by naſty Flies thar fell into their 
| Diſhes and Cups. Trajan was no ſoon- 
er retir'd from betore this place, but he 
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In the mean time the Fews who in- 
habited Cirene, having choſen a Cap- 
fain call'd Andrew, cut the Romans and 


_ Greeks in pieces, eat their very Fleſh and 
Tntrails, bath'd themſelves with their 
| Blood, and wore their Skins. They 
clove ſeveral in the middle, expos'd o- 


thers to Beaſts, and compell'd ſome 


_ of them to fight as Gladiators, ſo that 


they deſtroyd in this manner to the 
number of two hundred and twenty 
thouſand. They revolted in the ſame 
manner in Egypt, and in Cyprus, under 


_ the conduct of Artemion, where two 


hundred and forty thouſand Men pe- 


riſh'd. This is the reaſon why the Jews 


were forbid to ſet a foot in Cyprus, and 
if one of them was driven a-ſhoar there 
by the Wind, he was immediately exe- 
cuted. This Nation was ſubdued by 
the Generals of 7rajan, and principal- 
ly by Lyfus. The Emperor was about 
to turn his Arms a ſecond time againſt 
Meſopotamia, when his Diſtemper in- 
creas d, and oblig'd him to return to- 


wards /taly, and to leave Elius Adrian 


in Syrza to command his Army. All 

the toils and fatigues which the Romans 

had undergone, and all the dangers fey 
an om 


twa” 


had run for the Conqueſt of Armenia 


and Meſopotamia were render'd uſeleſs, 


through the inconſtancy and mutabili- 
ty of the Parthians, who having con- 


ceiv'd an averſion for Partamaſpates 
their King, refus'd to obey him, and 


took the Government upon themſelves. 


Trajan thought his Diſtemper proceed- 


ed from Poiſon, others imputed it to 


a ſuppreſſion of Blood, which he had 
| been accuſtom'd to diſcharge every year. 


It 1s certain that he was ſtruck with an 
Apoplexy, that he had the Palſie in 


ſome part of his Body, and that he be- 
came Dropſical. As foon as he came 
to Selinontis, a City of Cilicia, which 


we call 7Trajanopolis, he died there ſud- 


denly, after he had reign'd nineteen 


Years, ſix Months and a half, 
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WT THE 


EMPEROR 
ADRIAN 


\ DRTA4N was never adopted by 


Trajan, tho' he was of the ſame 
City with him, and had been his 
Ward. He weasaſterwards allied to him 
by Marrying his Niece, had been very 
a{liduous to ſerve him, and had receiv'd 
from him the command of the Troops 
of Syria, while he himſelf made War 
upon the Parthians. But he had never 
_ obtain'd any other Dignity that was 
conſiderable, having never been _ 
[# 
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At length 7rajan dying without Chil- 
dren, Attian who was of the ſame City 
with Adrian, and had been one of his 
Guardians, and Pltina who had a kind- 
neſs for him, declar'd him Emperor in 
conſideration of his being near at hand, 
and his commanding a great Army. 
Apronianus my Father, Governor of Cj- 
licia, who was extreamly well inform'd 
of the Aﬀairs of Adrian, has related to 
me the Circumſtances of. his coming to 

_ the Empire, and told me among other 
things, that for ſome days the Death of 
 Trajan was kept ſecret, in order to ma- 
nage the Adoption of Adrian, and that 
the Letter which was written to the 
Senate in the name of 7rajan, was ſub- 
{cribd not by him but Pletina, which 
was a new practice, of which there 
had been no Example. Adrian was at 
Antroch the Metropolis of Syria, where 
 hecommanded the Army, when he was 
defgn'd Emperor. The day before 
he had a Dream, in which he thought 
he ſaw, at a time when the Air was 
calm, and the Heavens ferene, a fire 
fall upon the left ſide of his Nick, and 
extend it ſelf to the right ſide, with- 
out putting him in fear, or doing him 


any 
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any hurt. He wrote to the Senate to 
deſire them to approve his Election, 
and to aſſure them, that he would re- 
ceive no Honour without their conſent. 
The Bones of Trajay were put into the 
Pillar we have mentiond, and to re- 
verence his Memory, they celebrated 
Sports for ſeveral years, which were 
call'd Parthica. But they have been 
ſince aboliſh'd, as well as abundance of 
other Ceremonies. Though the Govern- 
ment. of Adrian was moderate,. yet was 
it exclaim'd againſt for the Murder of 
ſome Perſons of Probity, who were ſent 
out of the World both in the beginning 
and end of his Reign, Thele cruel 
Actions had like to have excluded him 
from the number of the Gods. = 
In the beginning of his Reign he com- 
manded Palma, Celſus, Nigrian, and 
Lufius to be put. to Death, upon a pre- 
tence, that they had laid an Ambuſh | 
for him as he was Hunting. He pur 
' others to Death for other Reaſons, ſuch 
as thoſe of Power or Wealth. When 
he underſtood what complaints were 
made for the Deaths of theſe People, 
he endeavour'd to vindicate himſelf by 
denying that he had given any orders for 
K them. 
- 


Fw] 
them. Thoſe who were put to Death 
towards the end of his Reign, were 
Severian and Fuſcus. As to his Birth 
and Farwily, he was the Son of Adrian 
Afer. He had a Genius for Letters, and 
was well vers'd in the beſt Greek and La- 
_ tix Authors, He has left Tyme few Treati- 
ſes in Proſe, and a great number in Verſe. 
His inſatiable defire of Glory, gave 
him a curioſity for the moſt minute 
things. He learnt Sculpture, and Paint- 
iog, and addicted himſelf to all Exerci- 
ſes that were ſuitable to War or Peace, 
and was ignorant of nothing that ei- 
ther a private Man or a Sovereign ought 
to know. The deſire he had to excel 
in every thing, and to ſurpaſs all others, 
was the cauſe of his deſtroying Men 
of very great Merit. "Twas from this 
Motive that he endeavour'd to get rid 
of Favorinus the Gau/, and Dionyftus the 
Milefhtan. *Tis reported, that this Dzo- 
»yfius had faid to Heliodorus, Adrian's 
Secretary, that the Emperor might give 
him Wealth and Honour, but could not 
give him Eloquence. For Favorinu, as 
| he was ready to plead a cauſe before 
Aadrian, that related to an Exemption 
which he deſir'd to obtain in his Coun- 
iy, 
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try, and which he was apprehen> 
ſive of loſing, he approach'd the 
Tribunal, and only ſaid, that his Ma- 
ſter had appear'd to him in his Sleep, 
and had order'd him to ſerve the Coun- 
try, to which he ow'd his Birth. What 
envy and hatred ſoever Adrian had con» 
ceiv'd againſt theſe two Men, he was 
oblig'd to ſpare them, for want of a ſpe- 
cious pretence to deſtroy them. He 
us d with more rigour Apolodorus the Ar- 
chitet, whom 7rajan had employ'd up- 
on ſeveral occafions ; for not being fa- 
tisfid with ſending him into Exile, he 
condemnd him to Death upon a pre- 
tence : that he had committed ſome 
Crimes, but indeed, becauſe as Adrian 
was ſhewing once ſome deſign of Archi- 
tecture, and talk'd ignorantly of it, he 
took the liberty to ſay to him, © Go 

* and paint Pumkins, for you under- 
* ſtand nothing of this. It ſeems Adri- 
an us'd to paint ſuch trifles at that time, 
and had an opinion of his own perfor- 
mance in that way. He remembred 
this biting anſwer when he came to the 
Empire, and ſent him the Plan of the 
Temple of Yenus which he had rais 'd, 


to by him fee that great Works could 
K +» be 


oy 
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be done without his Aſſiſtance, and de- 


fird to know if he could find any fault 
with the deſign. © Apolodorus ſont him 


C 


word, that the Temple was neither 
© high enough, nor large enough ; that 


© for want of height, it did not appear 


- Enough from the Yia Sacra, and for 
* want of bigneſs, it was not eaſe to con- 
* vey the Machines from thence, and 
© to ſhew them on the Theatre. He 
* added, that the Statues were too large, 
* and not proportion'd to the height of 
* the Temple, becauſe if the Goddeſles 
* ſhould have a mind to riſe, the Roof 
* would hinder them. The. liberty of 
this anſwer rais'd in Adriaz's Heart fo 


cutting. a Diſpleafure, and ſo implacable 
an Anger, that he pur to Death this 


able Architet. *Twas by an effe&t of 
the ſame humour, that he had a mind 
to ſuppreſs the Works of Homer, and 
to put thole of Antimachas in their place, 


_ of whom ſeveral never heard ſc much 


as the Name. He was blameable with- 
out doubt for all theſe things, as well 


as for the excels of his Curioſity, the 


vanity of his Occupations, and the ine- 
quality of his Manners. Nevertheleſs 
it mull be zvow'd, that his faults were 

n 


. 3 

in ſome ſort compenſated by excellent 
Qualities : By his Vigilance, his Fore- 
ſight, his Magnificence, his Applicati- 
on, and his Addreſs. Add to this, that 
he was ſo great a lover of Peace, that 
he never rais'd any War, and composd 
ſuch as he found the Empire engag'd 
in. Further, he never depriv'd any Man 
of his Eſtate, and was an extraordina- 
ry Beneſactor ro Communities, and pri- 
vate Perſons, Knights and Senators. He 
did not {lay to be ask'd, he prevented 
Neceſlities and Requeſis. He main- 

tain'd a ſevere Diſcipline among the Sol- 
| diers, and ſufter'd them not ta abuſe 
_ their Strength either in diſobeying their 
Generals, or oppreſling the Weak. There 
is not a City through the whole extent 


of the Empire, or in the Dominions of _ 


our Allies, in which he has not left 
marks of his Magnificence. He viſited 
2a greater number af them, than any 
other Emperor, and they were all the 
better for him. He ſupplied ſome with 
Water, others with Ports. To this he 
gave Corn, or Money. In that he built 
 tlately Edifices, and he honourd others 

with Franchiſes and Priviledges. He 
govern'd the Roman People with a Ma- 
- K. } _ jellick_ 
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jeſtick Severity, without ever condeſ-_ 


cending to flatter their Paſſions. AS 


_ they were one day very importunate 
with him in the midſt of the publick 


Shows, to grant them ſome Requeſt , 
he not only rejected it, but comman- 


_ ded the Herald to filence them with 


thoſe words which Domitian had for- 
merly us'd, Tacete ; the Herald did not 
uſe that word to the People, but hold- 
ing out his Hand according to Cuſtom, 
he made them be ſilent, and when he 


_ ſaw they were ſtill, he faid to them, 


* This is what the Emperor would have. 
Adrian was ſo far from taking itill, that 


| the Herald had forborn to uſe ſo harſh a 
word, though he had commanded him 


to do it, that he was pleas'd with him 
for it. For he willingly ſuffer'd Per- 
ſons of the loweſt Condition to do him 
ſuch good Offices, by oppoſing his In- 
tentions in appearance. A Woman one 


_ day preſenting her ſelf to him in the 


Street, and deſiring Audience of him, 
he anſwer'd her immediately, that he 
had not time to hear her. The Woman 
rais'd her Voice, and replied to him, Be 
no longer Emperor then : Upon which 
he turn'd back, and gave her as 6 | 

-ÞF 
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He did nothing of Moment , without 
adviſing with the Senate, fat often in the 
Courts of Juſtice, in the place of Ha- 
rangues, in the Pontheor, and other pla- 
ces with ſome of the chief of that Bo- 
dy, fo that what they had determin'd, 
was made publick on the inſtant. He 
likewiſe heard Cauſes ſometimes with 
the Confuls, and thew'd them ſuch ref(- 
pe& at the publick Sports, that he ac- 
. companied them back to their Houſes. 

He was wont to be carried in a cloſe 
Chair, to avoid the troubleſom Accla- 
mations of the People. Upon the days 
of publick Rejoycings he ſtaid in the 
Palace, and ſaw no body, not even his 
moſt intimate Friends, without any ur- 
gent necellity. He was always attended, 
whether within or out of Rome by the 
principal Perſons of the Empire, who 
ſat at Table with him, where there were 
uſually four Covers. He went a Hunt- 
ing upon occaſion, drank no Wine at. 
Dinner, ſupp'd with the great Men of 
the Empire, talking familiarly and plea- 
fantly with them during the repaſt. He 
viſited his Friends when they were Sick, 
- was/preſent at their Entertainments, and 
diverted himſelf wirh them at their Hou- 
DALE: . K 4 4 


( 3136] 

ſes of Pleaſure. He ſet up ſome of their 
Statues in the publick place during theip 
Lives, others after they were dead: Ne- 
vertheleſs there was not one of them 
that durſt abuſe his friendſhip, in wrong- 
ing any one whatſoever, or ſelling his Fa- 
vours and Good-turns, as the Favourites 
of former Emperors 'had done. Thus 
have I given a $sketch of the Man- 
 ners of Adrian. 1 ſhall now relate 
his moſt conſiderable Actions. As ſoon 
as he” entred Rome, he releas'd all that 
was due from private Men for ſixteen 
years together, both to the private Trea- 
fury of the Emperor, and to the pub- 
lick one of the Rowan People. He gave 
Sports and Shows to the People gratis, 
upon the day he was proclaim'd, and 
there was kill'd at one time: for the 
publick Diverſion, a hundred Lions, 
and a hundred Lionefſes. He threw 
apart to the Men and Women in the 
Theatre and Czrcus little Bowls, in which. 
were inclos'd Notes, that contain'd di- 
vers Preſents. He alſo made an Order, 
that Men and Women for' the future 
ſhould bath in ſeparate Baths. 

' The fame year a Philoſopher nam” ed 
Enjrae; had recourſe to a voluntary 
/ Death 
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Death with Adriav's permiſſion, to fres 
himſelf from the inconveniences of Dif- 
eaſes and Age. The Emperor viſited 


ſeveral Provinces and Cities, altering 
the Walls and Citadels of ſome of them. 


He took cognizance of all that related 
to the Army, Arms; Machines, Ditch- 


_ es and Ramparts. He enquir'd into the 


conduct of Officers and Soldiers, their 
Exerciſes, and particular Manners. He 
reform'd Abuſes, pull'd down Buildings 


| that were ready to fall, and erected o- 


thers. He accuſtom'd the Soldiers to 
their Exerciſes, encouragd thoſe that 


did well, reprovd others, and ſhew'd 


| them all their Daty. There was not 


one that durſt excuſe himſelf from ir, 


when he ſaw the ſeverity of Diſcipline 


' which he imposd upon himſelf. He 


made his Journeys either on Foot, or 
on Horſeback. He neyer cover 'd his 
Head, either in regard to Heat or Cold, 
but was bare as well under the Snows 
of Gaul, as the Heats of Egypt. Toſay 
all in a few words, he eſtabliſh'd du- 
ring the whole courſe of his Reign by 
his Precepts and Example, ſo exat a 


Diſcipline in the Army, that to this day 


F is obſery” d, as a 2 kind of a Law. In 
1 time 


. = 
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time of Peace he cortiritonly reſided a- 
mpng Strangers, whom he diverted by 
this means, either by his Preſence and 
the ſight of his Retinue, or by the e- 
quity of his Uſage, or by his Preſents, 
roi forming new Attempts. Aﬀter le 
| had eſtabliſh'd Diſcipline ''arnong the 
Soldieus, as I have faid, and had ac- 
euſtom'd/them to their Exerciſes, the 
Horſe p4F&'d the Darube, and put the 
Barbarians into ſuch' a Conſternation, 
that aſſembling together, they made A- 
tian Judge E their Differences. In 
e courſe of this Journey he ereCted 
"Theatres in feveral Cities, and inſtitu- 
ted Combits, but not with that Pomp 
and Magrificence which was admfir'd 
in thoſe 'of 'Rome. He: went not to'the 
_ City where he was 'born, though he 
had. given it fingular Marks of his Af- 
fetion. *Tis ſaid hehad'a great paſſi- 
_ on for Hunting, 'that he broke his 'Col- 
_ lar-bone with a fall, and with "much 
 adoe eſcap'd breaking his Leg. Upon 
this occifion 'he (gave the nine of 4- 
drian's Hunting to a, City which th 
| had founded-in Meſa. 'It muſt beown'd, 
_ that his love for this Diverſion made 
Him not forget the "Cares of Buiſineſs, 
nor 
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nor the Government of the Empire. 


What he did for a Horſe call'd Bariſthe- 
es, which he commonly us'd for Hunt- 
ing, may let ns ſee how far the Exceſs 
of this Paſſion carried him, fince when 
| he died, he raisd him a Monument in 
form of a Pillar, on which he engrav'd 
his Epitaph. Nor are we to be fur- 
 priz'd after this, at the extraordin 
| Honours he paid to the Memory 'of the 
Empreſs Plotina Trajans Wife, by whom 
he had been paſſionately lov d, and rais'd 
to the Throne. He wore a Habit of a 
dark colour for nine days, builta Tem- 
ple to her, and compos'd Hymns mm 
honour of her. He was fach a dexte- 
rous Sportſman, 'that at one ſhoot he. 
kill'd a wild'Boor of a prodigious big- 
neſs. Afterwards he went into Gyeece, 
and afliſted at the Celebration of their 
Myſteries, then he went through Jadea, 
in order to paſs into 'Fgyp?, where he 
perform'd Furieral Honours to Pompey, 
_ to whom he applied a Verſe, the ſenſe 
of which is, that he had Temples ere» 
ed to him, 'but no Monument ; and he 
repair'd that which had been formerly 
rais 1d for him. Having likewiſe rebuilt 
a Ciry of Bgypt, he call'd it by the 
| name 
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name of Antinous, who was a2 Native 
of Bithinion, a place in Bithynia, and 
by ſome call'd Clodiopolis, This Anti- 
nous had miniſtred to his Pleaſures, and 
died in Ezypt, whether he fell into the 
Nizle, as Adrian has written, or was Sa- 
crific'd rather. For Adrian, who gave 
himſelf up to all ſorts of Curioſities , 
as I have already obſerv'd, and ſearch'd 
| into the ſecrets of the Magick Art, ha- 
ving occaſion for a Perſon that ſhould vo- 


luntarily embrace Death, in order to the 


finding out thoſe Miſteries, honour'd A4n- 
#inous out of Gratitude, for having been 
willing to undergoe this Law, or from 
the ſole remembrance of the ſcandalous 
Pleaſures he had taken with him. One 
of theſe two Motives indue'd him to 
build a City in the place where he 
died, to call it by his Name, and to e- 
re& his Images, or rather his Idols in 
all parts of the World. In a word, he 
was fo Superſtitious as to affirm, that 
he had ſeen Arntinous in Heaven, under 
the form of a new Star, and he was 
tranſported with joy, when he heard his 
Courtiers ſay, that the Soul of Antinous 
had been chang'd into a Star, which the 
Aſtronomers. had but lately Wore 
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The vanity and extravagance of theſe 
Superſtitions, juſtly exposd him to the 
Railleries of all the World. 

Having built a City in the place of 
| Jeruſalem, which had been ruin'd, he 
_ calld it #lia Capitolina, and in the ve- 
ry place where the Temple of God had 
been, he rais'd one to Japiter. The 
Jews were extreamly afflicted to ſee their 
_ Country inhabited by Strangers, and 
defild with the Impiety of the Pagan 
Religion, Nevertheleſs whilſt Adrian 
was in Egypt, or in Paleſtine, they re> 
main'd quiet, employing themſelves on- 
ly in making Arms, and working un- 
Skilfully by , Fin to the end that if 
the Romans who had ſet them at work, 
ſhould find them ill made and reject 
them , they might retain them, and 
make uſe of them againſt them, But 
they revolted openly, as ſoon as he was 
gone. Yet being atraid to expoſe them-_ 
| ſelves te the hazard of a Battel, they 
ſeizd upon the molt advantagious Polts, 
erected Forts, ſecur'd places of Retreat, 
dug themſelves Caves, and made holes 
ro receive Air and Light, in caſe 
they ſhould be oblig'd to retire into 
them. The Romans deſpis'd their En- 
| terprize 


terprize at firſt. But when the Jews 
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were up in Arms in all parts of the 
World, when by fraud and open force 
they had done great Miſchief, when ſe- 
veral People had joyn'd them in hopes 
of gain, and all the Earth in a manner 
was mov'd by. the fpirit of their Re- 
volt, then the Emperor ſent excellent 


Captains apainſt them. The moſt con- 
 fiderable was Julius Severus, who upon 


this occaſion was recall'd ,from Great 
Britain, where he commanded at that 


_ time. He durſt not come to'a general 
Engagement with them, fearing their 


Numbers and their Deſpair. But having 
attack'd them ſeparately, and to Ad- 
yantage, cutting oft their Proviſions, he 


-weakned them to that degree; after a 


long while indeed, but at the ſame time 
without hazarding his Troops, that ve- 
ry few of them eſcap'd. He deſtroy'd 


_ fifty of their Forts, and nine hundred 


fourſcore and five of their Towns. There 
fell in Skirmiſhes and Battels, to- the 
number of five hundred and fourſcore 


thouſand Men, and ſo prodigious a 


multitude periſh'd by Famine, Sickneſs, 
or Fire, that 'twas impoſſible to count 
them, inſomuch that Judea remain'd a 

| very 
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very Deſart. This deplorable Misfor- 
tune had been in ſome ſort prefag'd to 
them, by the ruineof Solomon's Tomb, 
which they held in ſingular VYenerati- 
on, and had faln of its own accord ; 
and by the rage of the Wolves and Wyc- 
na's, which came into their City with 
dreadful howlings. Nor did the Ro- 
mans gain this Victory, without ſuſtain- 
ing great Loſſes on their ſide, for which 
_ reaſon Adrian writing to the Senate, 
omitted that form which the Emperors 
were wont to'nſe, viz, If you and your 
Children are well, things are in a good 
Condition. As for me and my Army, 
we are ingood Health, 

He ſent Severus ſoon after into B:thy- 
ia, as into a Province that wanted a 
Governor ſo equitable, fo prudent, and 
fo well eſteem'd as he was. And in- 
deed he govern'd it with fo much Wiſ- 
dom, and eſtabliſh'd ſo good an order 
in all Afairs, as well private as publick, 
that his Memory 1s {till in Veneration 
a Eee hs 
The War of the Jews was no ſooner 
at an end, but Pharaſmanes excited that 

of the Alains, who are ti® ſame with 
the Maſſagetes, He made great Ravages 
fon Ia 


= KER_—=E 


[ 144 ] 


in Media, - ſpar'd neither Armenia nor 


| Cappadocia, But the Alains were ſoon 


quiet, brib'd with the Preſents of Yolo- 
geſes, and frightned with the preparati- 
ons of Flavius Arianus, Adrian built a 


Texpple at the ſame time in Athens to Ju- 


piter Olympian, and ſet up his own Statue 
there, and a Dragon that had been 
brought from the /zdies, He celebra- 


ted the Feaſt of Bacchus, in quality of 


Magiſtrate of the City, Magnificently 
cloath'd after the manner of their Na- 
tion. He ſuffer'd the Greeks to build a 
Temple to him, which was call'd Panel- 


linion, in favour of which he inſtituted 


Sports, and aſlign'd annual Revenues in 


| _ Corn and Money. Beſides which he 


gratified the Athenians with the Coun- 
try of Cephalenia, He made ſeveral 
Laws, and one among others by which 


| Senators were forbid to farm the put» 


lick Taxes, either in their own or bor- 


row'd Names. 


After he was come back to Rome , 
the People made great clamours upon 
2 day of Sports, to induce him' to infran- 
chiſe a Chariot-driver- But he rejected 
their Petition, and made anſwer by way 
of Writing in theſe terms : © Tis unrea- 

Es = * ſonable 
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* ſonable for you to ask me to infran- 
Chile the Slave of another, and for 
- me to oblige his Maſter to conſent to 
*1t. The inconvenience he had been 

long ſubject to of bleeding at the Noſe 

increaſing, he deſpair'd of a Cure, and 
declard Commodus Emperor, though he 
was likewiſe troubled with the ſame 

Indiſpoſition. He put Severin to Death, 

and Fuſcus his Grandſon, (though the 

firſt was fourſcore and ten, andgthe 0- 

ther but eighteen) and had no other 

pretence for treating them thus, but 

becauſe they had diſapprovd of the E- 

leion he had made. Szverian before 

he was ſtrangled askd for Firc, and 
throwing Incenſe upon it, made this 

Prayer, © O God, who knoweſt that I 

© have committed no Crime, and that 
* Adrian puts me ro Death unjuſtly, L- 

*ask no other Vengeance of thee but 

* this, that he may one day wiſh for 
* Death, without being able to obtain 

© it. This Imprecation was not vain, 

for Adrian languilh'd with a long and 

troubleſom Sickneſs, during which he 
often wiſh'd to die, and fought means 
to effect it. There is even a Letter of 
his, which contains a Deſcription of the 

FL deplc- 
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deplorable State to which thoſe are re- 


duc'd who invoke Death, and ſhe refu- 


ſes to aſſiſt them. Trajan had conciev'd 


ſo particular an Eſteem for the Merit of 


| Severian, that he had judg'd him wor- 


thy of the Sovereign Power ; for being 
one day at Table with his Friends, he 
told them he ſhould be glad if they 
could name to him ten Men capable of 
governing the Empire. Then after a 


litle pauſe he ſaid, * Hold, I ask& but 


nine of you, for I have one of them, 
* naming Severian, There liv'd at that 
time ſome great Men, whereof the chict 


were Turbo and Similis, who rais d them- 


ſelves by their Valour to great Employ- 
ments. Turbo knew pertealy well the 


| Art of War, had the Office of Pre- 
fetus Pretorio, and in the height of 
his Fortune, liv'd with the moderation 


of a private Man. He was fo aſſidu- 
ous at Court, that he ſpent all the day 


| there, and often went thither at Mid. 


night, when others began to take their 


| Repoſe. He never ftaid ar Home, not 


even when he was Indiſpos'd, and when 
Adrian advisd him one day to give 
himſelf a little reſt, he replied to him, 


* That a Man in his Place _ to die 
* ſtand- 


- 

* ſtanding. Similzs ſurpaſs'd him int Age 
and Dignity, and was not exceeded in 
Vertue. One may meaſure the great- 
neſs of it by a ſtall Inſtance, which 
] am about to give. Trajan having 
ſent for him one day into his Cabinet 
before he ſent for ſome other Officers 
who were his Superiors, he ſaid to him, 
* Tis not fit, My Lord, that you ſhould 
* Diſcourſe with a Centurion, whillt his 
* Superior Officers attend without. He 
had afterwards againſt his deſire, the 
_ Office of Prafefus Pretorio, which he 
ſurrendred, and having with great dif- 
 ficulty got leave to retire into the Coun- 
try, he livd there ſeven years, and 
when he died, orderd an Inſcription 
upon his Tomb to this effect, viz, © That 
* he had been ſeveral years upon Earth, 
* but had livd only ſeven of them. 
Adrian had loſt fo great a quantity of 
Blood, that he became a Skeleton, and 
afterwards Dropſical. Commoras dying 
at the ſame rime of a loſs of Blood, as 
I have faid, Adrian ſummon the chief 
of the Senate to his Palace, and from 
'his Bed, to which he was confin'd by 
reaſon of his Sickneſs, made them the - 
following Diſcourſe. * Nature, my 
PO 8 * Dear 
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_ * Dear Friends, having given me no 


* Children, your Laws have allow'd tne 
" to adopt chem. Now there is this 
* diflterence between thoſe which Nature 
oives, and thoſe one adopts. The firſt 
are ſuch as the hazard of their Birth 
has made them, whereas the ſecond 
are the reſult of a deliberate Choice, 
conſequently ſuch as we celire to have 
them. The one come often into the 
World with notorious imperfections 


of Body and Mind, and we make 


choice of the others, becauſe they 


my Eyes upon Commodus, and had. 
preterrd him before all the moſt emi- 
nent Perſons in Rome, becauſe he was 
poſleſs'd of more excellent Qualities, 
* than I could ever have hopd to find 
*in a Son of my own. But ſince the 
* Gods have taken him from us, I have 
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 * found another, whom 1 preſent to 


* you, one that is illuſtrious by his Birth, 
* moderate in his Nature, prudent in 
* his Conduct, and arriv'd to an Age 
* equally remote from the violence of 
* young Men, and the heavineſs of old. 
* Hehas been brought up in obedience to 


- © the Laws, and has paſsd thro' Employ- 


* ments 


are free from them. I had lately caſt 
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* ments in a regular courſe, according 
* to the Cuſtoms of our Anceſtors ; ſo 
* that having learnt what a Sovereign 
* ought to know, he gives hopes that 
* he will worthily diſcharge the Duties 
© of a Sovereign. I ſpeak of Aurelius 
* Antoninus, whom you ſee here before 
© you, who though he has naturally an 
* averſion for the buſtle of Aﬀairs, and 
* is wholly diſengag'd from the ambi- 
_ *tion of Commanding, will not ſlight 
© us, I hope, to that degree, as to retuſe 
© to take upon him the Government of 
* the Empire. Thus was Artoninus in- 
veſted with the Sovereign Power. As 
he had no Male Iſſue, and had a mind 
to appoint his Succeſlors betimes, he 
adopted Commodas, the Son of Commo- 
dus, and Marcus Anutoninus Verus, This 
laſt was before call'd Cati/us, and was 
Grandſon of Amnnius Yerus, who had 
been thrice Conſul, and Military Tri- 
bune. Aurelius Antoninus had been ad- 
'visd by Adrian to adopt them both, 
but he had much more conſideration 
for Antoninus Verus, as well in regard 
to the relation that was between them, 
as to the maturity of his Age, and the 
vigour of his Mind, for which he was 
| I-37 wont 
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wont to call him in a pleaſant way Fe- 
riſimus. Ie 
Adrian by the ſecrets of Magick, 
drain'dg. away the water that ſwell'd his 
Body. But another ſwelling returning 
ſoon after, and his Diſtemper increaſing 
every day, he wiſh'd for Death with- 
out being able to obtain it, and ask'd 
ſeveral times for Poiſon, and a Dagger 
without being abey'd. At length tind- 
ing that no body would ſerve him in 
this matter, he ſent for a Jazyzzar , 
whoſe name was Maſtor, a ſtrong, bold 
Fellow, that he was wont to make uſe 
of in Hunting, upon the account of thoſe 
two qualities, and oblig'd him by Pro- 
miſes and Threats, to conſent to kill 
him. To this end he ſhewd him a place 
below the Pap, which had been former- 
ly diſcover d to him by EHermogenes his 
Phyfician, where he was to make the 
thruſt, which without .putting him to 
any pain, would deliver him trom Life. 
But this Artifice having fail'd him, be- 
cauſe Maſtor was ſeizd with Horror at 
fo: ſtrange an Attempt, and fled from 
him, he began to make great complaints 
of his Sickneſs, and the Miſery he was 
reducd to in not being able to die him- 
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ſelf, tho' he could put others to Death' 
Afterwards obſerving no longer any 
| Rules, eating and drinking indifferent- 
ly of every thing he lik'd, and repeating 
aloud an Expreſiion very common, Thar 
the multitude of Phyſicians had kill'd 
the Emperor, he expir'd. He liv'd ſixty 
two Years, five Months, nineteen Days, 


_ and reign'd twenty Years and eleven 


Months. His Body was put into a Tomb 
which he had built upon the Banks of 
the 7yber near Pons Elius, becauſe A4u- 
guſtus's Tomb was full. He had made 
himſelf extreamly odious, by the Mur- 


| ders hehad committed at the beginning 


and end of his Reign. Yetit muſt be 
ownd, that he was not cruel in his Na- 
' ture, asit appear'd by his manner of re- 
venging himſelf one day upon ſome who 
had oftended him : For inſtead of giv- 
ing them any ill Treatment, he con- 
tented himſelf with ſaying, that he would 
ſend word into their Countries that they 
had diſpleasd him. Further, when they 
who had committed any Crime had Chil- 
dren, he conſider'd the number of them, 
and relaxd the rigour of the Laws ac- 
cordingly. 
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OF THE 


EMPEROR 


Antoninus Pus. 


H E Hiſtory of Antoninus Pius is 
K not tobe tound in the Works 


_ of Dzen, ſothat this part of him 
muſt be loſt. Thus there is ſcarce any 


thing known of him, except that Com- 
modus, whom ddbien had adopted, dy- 


ing before him, A»7oninus was adopted 


1n- his room. We alſo know that the 


| Senate deteſting the Memory of Adri- 
aun, becauſe he had put to Death ſome 
of the moſt eminent Perſons of the 
Empire, and refuſing tor that reaſon to 

pay 
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pay him Divine Honours, Antorinus 


with Tears in his Eyes conjur'd them 
not to affront him at that rate, and told 


_ them among other things to make them 
_ comply, that if they held Adrian for 


their Enemy, if they condemnd his 


Memory, and made his Ordinances in- 


valid, they at the fame time annull'd 
his Adoption, and the choice he had 
made of him to govern the Empire. 


Theſe words made ſuch an impreſlion 
upon the Senate, that out of reſpect to 


Antoninus, and fear of the Soldiers, 4- 
adrian was put into the number of the 
Gods. We likewiſe find in Don, how 
Antoninus came to be ſurnamd Pzus, 


- which was thus: Several Perſons having 


been condemn'd in the beginning of his 
Reign, and ſome being on the point 
to be carried to Execution, he ſavd 


their Lives, ſaying, That he would not 


begin his Reign in Blood. The begin- 
ning of the Reign of Marcus Verus, 
Succeſſor to Antoninus, is alſo wanting 


in the Hiſtory of Dijon, as well as the 
relation of what that Emperor did, with 


regard to Lucius the Son of Commodas, 
whom he had choſen for his Son-1n- 
Law, and what Lucius did in the War 
Eh againſt 
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_ againſt Vologeſes, which was given to his 
Conduct by the Emperor his Father-in- 
Law. Thus I am obligd to draw from 
other Authors, a ſhort relation of thoſe 
Events, before Ireſume the reft of Dioy, 
All the world agrees, that Antoninus was 
an excellent Prince, that he oppreſs'd 
none of his Subjeds, that he never per- 

| ſecnted the Chriſtians, but on the con- 
tray, had a reſpect for them, and did 
in ſome meaſure refine upon thole teſti- 
monies of Eſteem and Honour, which 
Adrian had given them. Eaſebius Pam- 
philus has inſerted ſome Letters in his 

_ Hiſtory, by which Adrian threatens with 
an Oath, to puniſh thoſe who ſhould 
uſe the Chriſtians ill, or ſhould accuſe 
them before the Judges. Tis faid, that 
Antonings was too exact and icrupujous 
in little matters, which often expos'd 
him co the publick Raillery. 2uadra- 
tus writes, that he died in an adyanc'd 
Ape, his Death being very calm, with- 
out any manner of Diſturbance, and 
reſembling an agreeable Sleep. It is 
aig, that in his Reign there happen'd 
in Bithynia and Heleſpont, a furious 

_ Earthquake, whereby ſeveral Cities, and 
that of Cyzicus among the reſt ina, 

ruin 
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ruin'd. The Temple of this laſt place, 
which was one of the vaſteſt and no- 
bleſt in the Univerſe, being thrown down 
from top to bottom. The Pillars that 
ſupported it were of an entire piece, 
tho' they were four Ells Diameter, and 
fifty Cubits high. It were eaſier for 
thoſe who ſaw the other Ornaments of it 
toadmire them, than it would be for me 


to deſcribe them. 


It is ſaid that the ſame percuſſion ha- 
ving cleft the top of a Mountain, a vio- 
lent flux of Water and Sea-froth pro- 


| ceeded from it, which ran far into the 


Land. This is ; what Thad to ſay of the 
Reign of Antoninus, which laſted four 


_ and twenty years. 


THE 


aELI GN. 
OFTHE 
EMPERORK 
Marcus Antoninas 
The Philoſopher. 


ARCUS ANTONINUS had 
M no ſooner taken poſſeſſion of 
the Empire, after the Death 

of Antoninus Pius, by whom he had 
been adopted, but he made Lucius Verus 
the Son of Commodus, his Aſſociate in 
the Government. That which mov'd 
him to chuſe a Collegue is, becauſe he 
was of a very tender Conſtitution, and 
much addicted to Study ; for it is on, 

| tnat 
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that after he had the Sovereign Power 
in his Hands, he made no difficulty of 
going into the Schools of the Philoſo- 
 phers, hearing often Sextus of Beotia, 
_ and the Diſcouries of Hermogenes tife 
Orator. He made profeſlion of the Sect 
of the Sforcks, On the other fide Lucz- 
#s was in the flower of his Age, en-. 
joy d a vigorous Health, and had an 
inclination to War. Soon after his Mar- 
 riage with Laci/a, Daughter of the Em- 
peror Marcus,, he went to take upon 
him the Conduct of the War againſt 
the Parthians, which Pologeſes had be- 
gun fo proſperouſly, that having as it 
were inclos'd the Roman Army near E- 
legia, a City of Armenia, where it was 
;ncampd by order of Severian, he had 
cut pare of it in pieces, and had made 
himſelf formidable to all Syr;za. When 
Lucius Perus was arriv'd at Antioch, he 
rais'd Soldiers, appointed their Officers, 
remaind in thar City to give the ne-. 
ceflary Orders, and to provide for the 
occaſions of the Army, and left the 
command to: Cafizs. Caſſius bravely 
withſtood the ſhocks of Pologeſes, 
preſs'd upon him when he ſaw him for- 
ſaken by his Allies, purfued him as far 
| | | as 
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ns Seleucia and Cte/phon, ſet fire to the 
firſt of thoſe two Cities, and deftroy'd 


the King's Palace in the ſecond. The 


end was not anſwerable to fo fair a be- 
ginning. For though this General was 
happy enough to bring back his Troops 
into Syrza, yet he loſt a great number 
of them by Sickneſs or Famine. Luci- 
45 got Reputation by this Expedition, 
and grew vain upon it. But Fortune 


was ſoon weary of favouring, his Enter- 
priſes. For it 1s ſaid, that having con- 


{pir'd ſoon after againſt Marcus Antoni» 
mus his Father-in-Law, he was poiſon'd 


before he could put his deſigns in exe- 


cution. 
Marcus having beſtow'd upon Caſas 
the Government of all Afa, during his 
whole Reign almoſt made War upon 
thoſe People who live along the Danube, 
upon the Jazygians, and the Marcomars, 
and during all that time, made uſe of 
Pannonia to retreat into, to cover his 
Troops, and: to make Irruptions. The 
Germans who live about the Rhzne, ad- 
vanc'd at the/ſame time tothe very Fron- 
tiers of /taly, and extreamly incommo- 
ded the Romans, Antoninus ſuſtain'd 
their Efforts, and choſe for his Lieute- 
aaa 
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nants Pompeianus and Pertinax , who 


fignaliz'd himſelf in this War, and af- 
_ terwards aſcended the Throne. 


Among the ſlain of the Enemy, were 
found Women arm'd at all points. The 


Battel having been very obſtinate, and 


the Victory of the Romans very plori- 
ous, the Soldiers demanded Rewards, 


which the Emperor retusd them, ſay- 


ing, that what he would give them be- 
fides what was juſlly their due, ſhould 
be the Blood of their Fathers and Re- 
lations, and that an Emperor could have 
no Controuler or Judge of his Actions 
but God. He always behav'd himſelf 
towards the Soldiers, with ſo much Mo- 
deration and Prudence, that during ſo 
many obſtinate and almoſt continued 
Wars, he never granted them any thing 


out of Weakneſs or Fear. The Mar- 


comans having won a Battel, in which _ 
Vindex Prefeitus Pretorio was ſlain, the 
Emperor erected three Statues to his 
Memory. He afterwards defeated thoſe 
People, and ſo merited the ſurname of 
Germanicus ; for we call thoſe Germans 
who live in the high Country. Some 
Shepherds and other Inhabitants of Egypt, 
having been excited to a Sedition by | 
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a Prieſt of the Country, and another 
call'd 1hdorus, they diſguis' d themſelves 
like Women, and going under this bor- 
row'd Habit, to meet a Centurion of 
_ the Roman Army, upon pretence of ran- 
ſoming their Husbands who were Pri- 
ſoners, they kill'd him and one of his 
Companions, part of whoſe Intrails they 
eat, and ſwore upon it a Reciprocal Fi- 
delity. Ifidorus was doubtleſs more fa- 
mous for his Valour, than any of his 
Party. Theſe Rebels being led by ſuch 
a Captain, eaſily overcame the Romans 
that were in Egypr, and had taken 4- 
lexandria, if Caſſius had not been ſent 
from Syria, to oppoſe the progreſs of 
their Arms, He durlt not hazard a Bat- 
fel with Enemies that were ſo nume- 
rous, and whoſe deſpair redoubled their 
Courage. Therefore he had recourſe 
to Arts and Intrigues, by which he ſow'd 
Diviſions among them, which was the 
cauſe of their ruine. 
To omit nothing that was memora- 
ble in the War of Germany, 8s Antont- 
aus was examining a young Man of 
that Nation, who had been made Pri- 
ſoner, L | ſaid to him, * My Lord, the 
' ſeverity of the Seaſon will not ſuffer 
M me 
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© me to anſwer you, if you deſire to 
' receive any information from me, have 
* the goodneſs to beſtow ſome Cloaths 
* upon me. A Soldier that was Sentinel 
in the Night upon the Bank of the 
Danabe, hearing the cries of ſome of his 
Comrades on the other ſide, who were 
taken Prifoners, ſwam over the River 
_ and reſcued them. The Emperor had 
_ given the employment of Prafetus Pra- 
| forio to Rufus Bazeus, a Man of Sub- 
ſtance, but very plain by Nature, and 
_ Education. Some body having found 
him one day as he was cutting Wood 
| ina Foreſt, call'd to him to come down 
from the Tree he was in, but he not 
obeying, the other reprovd him for it, 

ſaying, | Deſcend, Prefect, deſcend. 
When the Emperor was not taken 
up in War, he employ'd himfelt in di- 
{iributing Juſlice, and gave the Gentle- 
men at the Bar a good meaſure of Wa- 
rer, that they might plead as long as 
they thought fit. He ſometimes ſpent 
eleven or twelve Hours upon the ſame 
Affair, that it might be throughly exa- 
min'd. He lov'd Buſineſs, applied him- 
ſelf to the moſt minute Ofi@®, never 
laying, going, or writing any thing neg- 
EEO ligently. 
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ligently. He gave up whole Hours to 
Affairs that were flight enough, from an 
opinion, that an Emperor ought todo 
nothing with Precipitation. It he had 
fail'd 1n the leaſt thing, he would have 
thought that the Reproach he ſhould 
have deſervd for it, would have exten- 
ded to all his other Actions. 


He was of a Conſtitution fo delicate, 


that he could not bare Cold. When 
he had ſummon'd the Soldiers with an 
intention to make a Speech to them, he 
retird fir{t, in order to take a little 
Nouriſhment. He made no repalt till 
Night, taking nothing in the Day-time 
but Treacle, not through fear, nor by 
the way of Counter-poiſon, but as a 
remedy to ſtrengthen his Stomach. 
About this time the Romans at length 
obtaind the Victory over the Jazygr- 
ans, firſt in the field where the Battel was 
begun, then upon the Danube, which 
was at that time frozen by the rigour of 
the Cold, where it was continued after 
the Barbarians had retreated toit. They 
imagind they ſhould have the advan- 
_ tage upon the Ice, on which the Ro- 
mans were not accuſtom'd tro march, 
and with this hope they attack'd them 
M 2 iN 
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in Front ahd Flank. The Romans with- 


out being ſurpriz'd at this new manner 


of fighting, threw down their Buck- 


lers, and ſetting one foot upon them 


to have the ſurer footing , ſtand the 
ſhock of the Enemies, cloſe in with 
them , put them into Confuſion, and 

make Men and Horſes both tumble, 
The Romans fell upon the Ice as well 
the Barbarians. But if they tell back- 
wards, they drew their Enemies down 
with them, drag'd them by the Feet, 
and got the Advantage. It they fell 


pirwanks they fell upon the Enemy, 


whom they {ciz'd with their Teeth on 
the inſtant. Thus the Barbarians who 
were not accuſtom'd to this way of 
fighting, and were beſides but fizhtly 
Arm'd, could not bear up, fo that as. 
numerous as they were, very few of 


them eſcapd. In this manner did the 
Emperor Marcus Antoninus bring under 
| his Subjection the Jazygzanus and Marco- 


mans, alter having tought ſeveral Bat-_ 
tels, and exposd himlelf to great dan- 
gers. 
Scarce was this War at an end, but 
another was begun againſt the Pads, 
in which the Romans iclt viſible om 
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of the Divine ProteQtion, The Romans 
were engap'd in a narrow Ground, where 
without fighting, they muſt inevitably 
periſh through Heat and Thirſt. They 
were ſo inclos'd by their Enemies, who 
were vallly ſuperior in numbers, that 
their water was entirely cut off: They 
were oppreſs'd with all kinds of Mif- 
| fortunes, fatigu'd with Labour, woun- 
ded, ſcorch'd by the Sun, preſs'd with 
Thirſt, and ſhut up in a place where 
they had no ſtrength to fight, nor way 
to eſcape. In this dreadful extremity, 
they receiv'd an unexpected relicf from 
Heaven. For of a ſudden the Clouds 

oather'd, thickned,and pour'd down plen- 

tifully. Tis ſaid, that a Magician of 
Egypt calld Arnuphins, who was in the 
Roman Army, invok'd Mercury, and 0- 
ther Demons that preſide in the Air, 
and obtain'd of them this Rain. This 
is what Dzoa advances. But certainly 
he is miſtaken, or had a mind to im- 
pole upon others, which I rather believe, 
ſince he could not be ignorant there 
was a Legion, which was furnam'd Ful- 
minans, and upon no other occaſion , 
but for having conjurd Heavn by the 
ſeryency of his Prayers, and obtain'd in 
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a wonderfnl manner the preſervation of 


the Roman Army, and the ruine of that 
of the Barbarians. Arnuphius never 
was 2 Magician, and no body has writ- 


ten that Marcus Antoninus was addicted 


to the ſuperſtitions of Magick. The 
truth of the ſtory is as follows. A- 


 mong the Legions of Marcus Aurelius 


Antoninus, there was one compos'd of 
the People of Maltha, whoſe Inhabitants 
were all Chriſtians. Now as the Em- 
peror was in an extream perplexity du- 
ring this War, and greatly concern'd 
for the event of it, one of his great 
Officers repreſented to him, that there 
were ſome Chriſtians among his Troops 
whole Prayers were ſo powerful, that 
they could obtain any thing from Hea. 
ven. . Antoninus comtorted with the 
news, commanded the Chriſtians to of- 
ter up Prayers to their God for the pre- 
{ſervation of the Roman Army. They 
had no ſooner obey'd him, but they. 
obtain'd Thunder and Lightning, which 
aſtoniſh'd and difpers'd the Enemy, and 
a Rain which enforced and retreſh'd 
the Romans, The Emperor ſurpriz'd at 
the force of their Prayers, made an 
Edit in favour of the C briſtians, and- 
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gave to the Chriſtian Religion the ſur- 
name of Fulminans. Tis laid, there is 
{till a Letter of his upon that Subject. 
The Pagans are not ignorant that this 
Legion was furnamd PFulminans ; they 
cven avow it, but they conceal the oc- 
caſion of its ; being ſo call'd. Don adds, 
_ that when the Romans ſaw the Rain, 
they open'd their Mouths to receive it, 
then fill'd their Bucklers, and their Hel- 
mets with it, drank till they were fa- 
_ tisfied, and gave it to their Horſes. They 

were attack'd the ſame Moment, and 
were found equally bufic in drinking 
and defending themſelves. Some being 
wounded, mix'd their Blood with the 
Water they drank. They had without 
doubt been worſted in the Engagement, 
_ if it had not been ſtop'd by the violence 
of Hail and Lightning, which tall up- 
on their Enemies. Heaven at the fame 
time ſhed its Water which retrcſh'd the 
one, andlancd its fire which conſum'd 
theother. The Romans receiv'd no hurt 
by the fire, and if it fel] upon them, 
"twas extinguiſh'd on the inſtant. The 
Luadi were not reliev'd by rhe Water, 
Which ſeem'd to change to Oil on their 
fide, and to kindle the fire that deſiroy'd 
M-4:-* them. 
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them. The Rain with which they were 


gave themfelves ' wounds 1in order - to 


aſſiſtance to them. The Emperor pi- 
tied their Misfortune, and receiv d them 


the Title till *twas given him by the 


_ the Dignity of Conſul, as a Reward for 
This Signal Services 'in this War, ſome' 
were diſpleas'd- at it, by reaſon of the 


him, little thought that he was to be 
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{mitten not extinguiſhing their fire, they 


extinguiſh it with their Blood. Some 
went over to the Camp of the Romans, 
through a belief that there was no other 
place, where the water might be of any 


gently. He was the ſeventh time pro- 
claimd Emperor by the Army, and 
though he had never before accepted 


Senate, yet he receiv'd it then not fo 
much trom the Soldiers, as from Heg- 
ven it ſelf. Fauyſtima was at the ſame 
time call'd Mother of the Army. 

Pertinax having been honour'd with 


lowneſs of his Birth, and applied a Verſe 
to -him, the ſenſe of which was, that 
he owed his riſe to the Calamities of 
War. They who took this liberty with 


their Sovereign :one day. 
_ Caſhus having adn in Hire; the 
-mperor was extreamly furpriz'd at it, 
We, and 
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_ and ſent againſt him his Son Cemmodas, 
who was come to mature Age. Caſſius 
was a Native of Syria, a Man of great 
Vertues, and adornd with every quali- 
ty that was deſirable in an Emperor. 
| He wanted nothing, but Birth, being the 
Son of Heliodorus, who roſe from the 
profetſion of Rhetarick, to be Governor 
of Egypr. He committed a great fault 
no doubt, when he attempted to uſurp 
the Sovereign Power. - But 'he was en- 
o2g'd to it-by Fauſtiza. ' She was the 


Daughter of Antoninus Pius, and Wife 4 


to Marcus Aurelius Antoninus the Philo- 
fopher. Percziving that the' Emperor 
her Husband was infirm, and that Com- 
modus was young, and of little hopes, 
the apprehended, leſt the Sovereign 
Power might fall into the Hands of a- 
nother, who ſhould reduce her to a 
private Condition, and perſwaded Caſſ- 
us to 'be ready to marry ' her ſecretly, 
and to polleſs himſelf of the Empire, 
in caſe any fatal accident happen'd to 
Autoninas, While Caſſius was delibera- 
ting upon this deſign, Fame, according 
to her cuſtom of publiſhing ill news ra- 
ther. than good, diſpers'd that of the 
Emperors Death, and on the inſtant, 
2  Caſhus 
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Cafrius without examining the truth of 
the Report, declar'd his / intention to 
aſſume the Sovereign Power , which 
had already been given him by the ſuf- 
 frages of the Army which ſerv d in Pa»- 
#onia, When he underſtood the news 
_ was falſe, he found himſelf too far en- 
gagd to change his opinion, reduc'd 
the People who live beyond Mount 
Taurus to ſubjetion, md proper to 
make himſelf be acknowledg'd by all 
_ the other Subjects of the Empire. 

When Marcus Antoninus had receiv'd 
_ intelligence by Letters from Yerus, Go- 
vernor of Cappadocia, of the Revolt of 
Caſius, he endeavour'd to keep it ſecret. 
But after it was become publick, and 
had causd ſome confuſion among the 
Soldiers, he ſummon'd them together, 
and ſpoke to them in theſe terms. *l 
© come not hither my Companions, to 
* vent my Difpleaſure or my Reſent- 
* ment ; for to what purpoſe ſhould I 
* accuſe the Gods, ſince they diſpoſe of 
* all things with an abſolute Will? Ne- 
_ © vertheleſs they, who, like my ſelf, are 
* unfortunate, without deſerving to be 
* ſo, muſt find it very difficult to re- 
* frain from Complaints. In earneſt is 
mi | , 
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* it not hard to be vex'd with continu- 
© al Wars, and to get rid of one only 
* to fall into another ? Ts it not cruel 
* to ſeea Civil War ſucceed a foreign one? 
© But is it not a Misfortune yer. more 
* fatal than a War, whether foreign or 
* civil, to find by experience, that there 
is no Jonger any Fidelity among Men, 
to ſee my ſelf betray d by one of my 
moſt intimate Friends, and to be en- 
engagd in Battels, for which I have 
given no occaſion? Can there be in 
_ © the World after this, any Vertue that 
*is ſolid, any Friendſhip that is con- 
* tant? Is it not to be avow'd, that 
© there is neither Faith nor Hope re- 
* maining? I ſhould contemn this dan- 
ger, if it threatned me alone, for in 
a word, I am not Immortal. But fince 
it regards all Mankind, and tends to 
2 publick Infurretion and General 
* War, I would ſummon Caſſius before 
* you and: the Senate, if 'twere poſli- 
* ble, and ſuffer his pretentions to be 
* examin'd. There if it ſhould be judg'd 
* for the good of the State, that I ſhould 
* reſign the Government in his favour, 
*I would moſt willingly conſent to it. 
" In earneſt, what reaſon could I have 
TS | Ro oF to 
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* to be willing to keep 8s ſtation that 
* engages me to ſuſtain ſo many La- 
* bours, and to run through ſo many 


5 * dangers? Notwithſtanding the incon- 


* veniences of Ape and Sickneſs, I have 
* paſs'd out of Italy, and continued a- 


« broad for a long time, during which 


* I have had not the leaſt interval of 
* Repoſe. But ſince 'twould he in vain 
* to attempt to bring Caſſius over to 

* this Examination, or to place any con- 


« fidence in me after having given me 
*© fo many marks of his Treachery, I 


* exhort you, my Companions, to be 
* of good Courage. If Troops drawn 
* from Cilicia, Syria, Judea and Fgypr, 
were far ſuperior to you in number, 
* inſtead of being, as they arc, inferi- 
* or, that advantage would be of little 
* uſe to them. Yet further, how ſut- 
© ficient ſoever Caſas is in the Art of 
* War, and howſoever ſortuntac he has 
* hitherto been, he is not the more for- 
* midable at this juncture, fince an Ea- 
* gle with a train of Jays, or a Lion at 
* the head of timerous Hinds are in- 
* capable of any great execution. To 
" you and not to him, belongs the glo- 
* ry of having finiſh'd the War agaigſt 
the 
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© the Arabians, and Parthians. If he 
* yalues himſelf on his Exploits in thoſe 
* Wars, you have Ferus among you, 
* who has fought greater Battels, and 
* gaind greater Vitories. Yet more, 
_ * perhaps herepents of his Undertaking, 
* ſince he underſtood the rumour of my 
* Death was falſe, and perhaps he had 
* remain'd in quiet, if he had imagin'd 
* had been alive. But tho' he ſhould 
* ſtill be determin'd to revolt, he will 
* renounce his deſign out of an awful 
* reſpet to my Dignity, or an appre- 
* henſion of your Power, as ſoon as he 
* receives information of your March. 
* Thus I have but one thing to fear, 
* for Ill conceal no part of the truth 
* from you; I fay 1 havenothing to fear, 
* but leſt to avoid the confuſion of 
* appearing before you, he ſhould pro- 
* cure his own Death, or be diſpatch'd 
* by others upon the report of the pre- 
* parations I am making to chaſtiſe his 
* Infolence, This doubtleſs would de- 
* prive me of the moſt Signal Advan- 
* tage | can expect from War and Victo- 
* ry, and the moſt glorious one that e- 
* ver any Man gain'd on any occaſion 
* whatſoever. Youll ask me what this 
* migh- 
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* mighty advantage is. It is to pardon 
* an Injury, to preſerve friendſhip for _ 
* one who has made a violation of it, to 
* be faithful to one that is diſloyal. 
*. Perhaps what I ſay ſeems incredible to 
* you. It is true notwithſtanding. It 
* muſt not be imagin'd that Vertue is 
* intirely baniſh'd trom the World, and 
* that there are among us no remains of 
* the Probity of the firſt Ages. The 
* more this ſeems impracticable , the 
more] wiſh to perform it, and to make 
appear that to me 'tis very eaſie, tho' 
tis judg'd impoſlible. I would always 
* draw this advantage from our Mis- 
* fortunes, to teach the World that how 
*© fatal ſoever a Civil War is to a Nati- 
n *, tis poſſible ro make a good uſe 
* of it. ny, 

This is what Marcus Aurelius (poke 
to the Army. He wrote the ſame in 
ſ{ubſtance to the Senate, without mixing 
either in his Speech or his Letter, any 
injurious Reflections upon Caftus , ex- 
cept that he reproach'd him with In- 
gratitude, And Caſius on his fide 
never let a word fall, that was con- 


: ary to the reſpe&t he owed to Aure- 
ins. 
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While this Prince was making his 
Preparations, he receiv'd news of the De- 
feat of ſome foreign Nations, and of the 
Death of Caſſius. A Centurion, whoſe 
name was Antonius, meeting with him, 
wounded him in the Neck, but the 
wound not being Mortal, becauſe the 
Centurion was carried away by the ſwift- 
neſs of his Horſe, a ſecond Officer gave 
him another. They afterwards cut off 
his Head, and brought it to the Em- 
peror. Thus was Caftxs ſlain after he 
had for three Months and fix Days en- 
joy'd the ſhadow of the Imperial Dig- 
nity. His Son was alſo killd in another 
place at the ſame time. LO 

Marcus Anrelins viſited the Nations 

_ that were concern'd in the Rebellion 
of Caſius, and us'd them with ſuch {in- 
gular Humanity, that he put no body 
to Death, either great or ſmall. Fax- 
/lina died at the ſame time, and by her 
Death, happily avoided the ſhame and 
diſpleaſure of being tax'd with having 
knowledge of the Conſpiracy. The 
Emperor would not examine into the 
Circumſtances of it, and inſtead of read- 
iog Letters that gave him information 
of it, he torethem in pieces, that he 
might 


' might not be oblig'd to hate thoſe whom 


he ſhould find concern'd. *Tis faid al- 
fo, that FYerus who was lent into Syrza, 


having found the Cabinet and Memoirs 


of Caſſius, ſuppreſs d them, ſaying, that 
Marcus Aurelius would thank him for 
it, or if he ſhould reſent it, he would 
willingly be a Sacrifice to his Anger for 
the preſervation of others. "Tis cer- 


' tain this Emperor was fo far from ha-_ 
ving a Diſpoſition to the ſhedding of 


Blood, that the Gladiators fought be- 
fore him with Foils. He was ſenſibly 


touch'd with the loſs of Fauſtina, and 
1h his Letter to the Senate upon that 


SubjeA, he told them, that the only 
Conſolation he could receive from it. 
was, that none of the Accomplices of 
Caſſius had been puniſh'd with Death. 
The Gods forbid, ſays he, © That 1 
* ſhould condemn, or ſuffer you to con- 
* demn any of your Aſſembly to the laſt 
* Puniſhment. He was fo extreamly 
* Merciful, that he added, it you will 


© not allow me this favour, my Life will 


* become a burden to me. He was a 
Benefactor to thoſe who had conſpir'd 
againſt him and his Son, Now becaufe 
Caſſius had attempted to ufurp the So- 
| __ vereign' 
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 vereign Power iri Syria, which was the 
place of his Birth, he made a Law by 
which the Natives of Provinces for the 
future, were made incapable of the Go- 
vernment of them. The Senate or- 
 der'd two Statues of Silver to be erect- 
ed in the Temple of Fenus, one in Ho- 
nour of the Emperor, and the other in 
Honour of Fauſtina. They likewiſe or- 
derd an Altar to be ſet up before it, 
_ on which every contracted Couple was 
to ſacrifice before Marriage. In a word, 
to honour yet more the Memory of 
that Princeſs, they further appointed, 
that whenever the Emperor went to the 
Theatre, the Golden Statue of Fauſtina 
was to be ſet in the place where ſhe 
was wont to fit when ſhe was alive, and 
| that Ladies of the firſt Quality ſhould 
attend it, with as much Order and Ce- 
_remony, asif ſhe had been a living Em- 
n_—_ ne. 
_ Whien the Emperor Marcus Aurelins 
_entred Arthexs, he was initiated into the 
Myſteries of that City, granted honou- 
rable Priviledges to the Inhabitants, and 
aſſign'd Revenues for the promotion of 
all kinds of Learning. After he was 
come back to Rome, as he was one 

Wl | -N day 
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| day haranguing the People, and ſpeak- 

| ing of the number of years he had ſpent_ 

abroad in his Expeditions, the Citizens 

i _ with a loud Voice cried out eight, at 

l _ the ſame time extending their Hands to 

q receive as many pieces of Gold. The 

4 _ Emperor ſmiling repeated eight, and 

_ order'd every Roman eight Pieces, which 

was ſo conſiderable a Sum, that ſo great 
a one was never given before by any 
Emperor, SANs - 
After that he remitted all that had 
been due to the Publick and Imperial 
Treaſuries, for rhe courſe of ſix and 
forty years, without including therein 
Adrian's Reign, and order'd all the Pa- 
pers of Claims to be burnt in the pub- 
lick Place. He was a great Benefactor 
to. ſeyeral Cities, and among others to 
Smyrna, which had been ruin'd by an 
Earthquake, and intruſted a Senator who 
was then Pretor, with the care of re- 
building it. All theſe things conſider, 

I cannot but be amaz'd at the Injuſtice 
of ſome Men, who have tax'd him with 
a want of Magnificence, and greatneſs ' 
of Soul ; for tis certain that though he 
was very frugal, heſpar'd nothing that 
was neceſſary, and beſides his jw 4 ary * 
FT? ogy bes 
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Expences was at ſeveral others as far 
as Decency went, without laying a- 
ny burden on the People to ſupport 
them. > 

He married his Son to Criſpina foon- 
er than he defird, upon the account of 
new Practiſes carried on in Scythia, 
which requir'd his Prefence there. What 
Valour, what Prudence, and what Ex- 
perience ſoever the 9uintil;; had ſhewn 
in the War of that Province, they were 
not able to put an end toit, Thus the 
Emperors were ob'.s'd to go thither in 
Perſon. Marcus Aurelius defir'd of rhe 
Senate, before he went, the Money that 
was in the publick Treaſury. Not but 
_ that 'twas eaſie for him to take it, in- 
ſtead of asking for it, as having the 
abſolute Power in his Hands ; but 'twas 
becauſe he was wont to ſay, that the 
Publick Wealth belong d to the Senate 
and People. As he was ſpeaking one 
day in the Houſe, among other things 
he ſaid, © I have nothing of my own, 
© the very Palace live in is yours. 

After that he went to the Temple of 
Mars, and taking up a bloody Lance, 
_ as I have heard from thoſe who were 
preſent, darted it towards the Enemies 

03 Coun- 
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Country, and departed. He ſent Pa- 
ternus with a powerful Army, and gave 
him orders to fight the Barbarzans. 
They defended themſelves a whole day, 
and at laſt were cut in pieces, after an 
obſtinate Reſiſtance. Marcus Aurelius 
after this Victory, was a tenth time 
_ proclaim'd Emperor, and I doubt not 
but if he had livd longer, he had re- 
duc'd all Scythia under his Subjeion. 
He died the ſeventeenth day of April, 
not of his Diſtemper, but of Poiſon 
which his Phyſicians had given him to 
gain the favour of Commodas, as I am 
well aſſur'd. When he was at the point 
of Death, he recommended Commodus 
to the Soldiers, being unwilling it ſhould 
be thought, that he had advanc'd his 
Death, and the Tribune asking him for 
the Word, he ſaid to him, © Turn to 
* the Riſing Sun, for I am near Setting. 
Great Honours were paid to his Me- 
mory, and among the reſt, a Statue of 
Gold was erected to him in the Senate. 
Thus died the beſt Emperor that ever 
was. He poſleſs'd all the Vertues, and 
had beſides a natural Diſpoſition to 
Goodneſs, to which he raisd a Temple 
in the Capire/, He refraind from all 
manner 
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manner of Vice, and made no tri 


enquiry into thoſe of his Wife or 


others. He took a pleaſure in com- 
| mending thoſe who ſucceeded in any 
Profeſſion that was uſeful to the State, 
and employ'd them without ever attri- 
| buting to himſelf the glory of their 
Labours. One cannot better frame an 
Tdea of the excellence of his Vertues, 
than by refleting upon the courſe of 


his Lite, and by conſidering that in 


eight and fifty Years, ten Months, and 
twenty Days, which was the Age he 


livd to, that in all the time he reign'd 
with Antoninus Pius, his Father-in-Law, 


and the ten years he reignd alone, he 
ſhew'd not the leaſt inequality of Tem- 
per, nor any inconſtancy in the order 
of his Condut. He receiv'd great helps 
from his Studies, from Rhetorick and 
Philoſophy. He had for his Tutors in 
Rhetorick, Fronton and Hered, and in 
Philolophy Ruſticus and Apolonius, who 
profeſs d themſelves of the Sect of Zero. 
"This Inclination which he had for Learn- 
ing, diſpos'd ſeveral to an appearance 
of additing themſelves to it, with a 
deſign to obtain his favour. But be- 
Gides Study, he had an excellent Nature, 
N23: and 


| 
| 
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l 2nd before he had ever convers'd with 
\ is Philoſophers, he had of himſelf a dif- 
. poſition to Vertue, He gain'd from 
his Infancy by his good Qualities, the 
affeRtion of his Relations, who were 
the richeſt, and moſt eonſiderable Men 
of the Empire. He was adopted by 
Adrian for the ſame reaſon, nor did 
this honour make him loſe any of his 
Moderation. He read perpetually the 
_ Greek and Roman Orators and Philoſo- 
phers. Before he came to the Empire 
he had a Dream, in which he thought 
his Arms and Hands were made of 
Ivory, and put to all forts of uſes. 
His ailiduouſneſs at his Study, had ex- 
treamily alter'd his Conſtitution, tho' he 
had been formerly robuſt enough to 
learn all his Exerciles, and to kill wild 
Boars on Horſeback. His Health be- 
ing rvin'd in this manner, he was in- 
di!pos'd almoſt during the whole courſe 
of his Reign. Telſteem and admire him 
ſo much the more, for having been a- 
be m the midſt of fo many Infirmi- 
ties, to ſupport the weight of the moſt 
:mportant Afﬀairs, and for having pre- 
ſerv d the Empire. That which ſeems 
to be wanting to his Happinets is, that 
Fj fr ye OY what- 
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whatſoever care he had takeg of the 
Education of his Son, he prov'd unſuc- 
ceſsful in it. We ſhall now proceed to 
' the Hiſtory of his Reign, under which 
one may ſay, the Romans ſaw ſo prodi- 
_ gious a change, that from a Golden one, 

rhey pals d to an Iron Age. | 
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REIGN 
OF THE 

EMPEROR 

COMMODUS. 
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wh ſide he had too much ſimplicity 
and a natural fearfulneſs, that held him to 
2 mean ſubmiſſion to thoſe that were 
- about his Perſon. As he had not dif- 
cernment enough to chuſe of himſelf 
right Miniſters, thoſe who had taken 
poſſeſſion of his Mind, diſpos'd him at 
firſt to Debaucheries, and then to the 
utmoſt Cruelties. He was but nineteen 
when his Father died, who left him _ 


of Craft or Malice. On the other 
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his Guardians, the moſt conſiderable 
'Men of the Senate. But he ſoon re- 
nounc'd the wiſe Counſels of thoſe great 
Perſons, to follow his Inclinations, and 
made a Peace with foreign Nations, in 
order to plunge himſelf in Idlenefs, and 
the pleaſures. of Rome. Several con- 
ſpir'd againſt him, and he got rid of (e- 
veral, as well Men as Women, of ſome 
publickly, and, by the Ax, of others 
privately, and by Poifon: He hardly 
ſpardany of thoſe who had made them- 
ſelves famous 'nnder the Reign of his 
Father, and under his own. Pompezan, 
Pertinax, ahd Viftorinus,, were the\on- 
ly three that had the ſtrange fortune 
to eſcape. I write not this, or what I 
ſhall add in. the remainder. of. this Worl 
upon the report of others, - but my ow 
Obſervation and Knowledge. When he 
came to Rome, he made in full Senate 
a very impertinent Speech , in which 
among the praiſes he gave himſelf, 
he brag'd that he had once drawn his 
Father out of a-deep Slough, into which 
he had faln by chance. Theſe and ſuch 
like were the Actions he was proud of. 
As he was going into the Theatre, Clan 
#:us Pompeianus made an attempt _ 
FA 
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| his Life, and ina narrow place preſent-. 
ed a Dagger to him, ſaying, * Behold 
* what the Senate has ſent you. This 
 Pompeianus had married Zuci/a, the 
| Daughter of Laci/a, and Siſter of Con- 
modus, and was faid to have as cloſe a 
familiarity with the Mother, as with 
the Daughter. This Alliance gave him 
admiſſion into the ſecrets of Commodas, 
ſo that he was a Party in all his Diver- 
ſions. Lucifa who was as irregular in 
her Manners, as her Brother Commodus, 
| being provokd againſt Pompeian her 
Husband, and deſigning to ruine him, 
advisd him to conſpire againſt the Em- 
| peror. But Commedas having diſcover'd 
her Treachery, punith'd her ſoon after 

her Husband. He difparch'd Criſpina 
for her inconſtancy and looſe courles, 
and had before baniſhd them both to 
Caprea. He alfo put Marzza to Death, 
the Miſtreſs of 2yadratus, and Elefus, 
_ Gentleman of his Chamber, Quadra. 
tus had poſlefs'd the ſame Poſt, and was 
afterwards involv'd in the number of 
thoſe whom the Emperor ſent out of 
the World. This Martia was fome time 
_—_— wenin Marriage to Elettus. *Tis 
ſaid, ie had an affection. for the Chri- 
 ſhians, 
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_ the ſame Dignities. 
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| Niians, and employ'd her Credit with 


the Emperor, to obtain them many Fa- 


 vours. Commodus alſo put to Death Ju- 


lian and Paternus, who might eaſily 
have prevented it, if they would, ſince 
one commanded a powerful Army, with 
whom he was in great Credit, and the 
other was Prefettus Pretorio, In a 
word, he us'd the fame violence againſt 


the 2utintilii, two Brothers, the one 


call'd Cardzan, and the other Maximus. 


They were become very famous by 


their Learning, their ſufficiency in the 
Art of War, the greatneſs of their Rich- 
es, and the ſtrictneſs of their Friend- 


_ ſhip. Though they attempted nothing 


againſt the Government, it was judg'd 
nevertheleſs by the State of their For- 


_ tune, that they were not content. They 


were united in Death, as they had been 
in their Lives, and executed together 
with the Son of one of them. They 


 preſervd an inviolable friendſhip for each 


other, nor could any Jealouſie or Emu- 
lation, that were incident to the Em- 


ployments they poſleſs'd together , e- 
ver change it. They enjoy'd great Rich- 
es, and were almoſt always Collegues in 
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Sextus, the Son of Maximus, who 
had all the advantages a Man could 
_ receive from a happy Birth, and an ex- 
cellent Education, judging well that he 
ſhould infallibly be condemn'd to die, 
{wallow'd the blood of a Hare, got on 
Horfeback, and then purpoſely fell to 
the Ground. This was in Syrza, where 
he was at that time. Then he vomit- 
ed up his foreign Blood before his Ser- 
vants, as if it had been his own, and 
was carried into his Houle, as if he had. 
been at the point of Death. Soon af- 
ter the news of his Death was ſpread 
abroad, the Ceremony of his Funeral 
was perform'd, and inftead of his Bo- 
dy, they put a Ram upon the Bier, and 
burnt it. He afterwards lay conceal'd, 
removing from place to place, and con- 
tinually changing his Habit and Equi- 
page. But as Events of this nature can- 
not be long kept ſecret, there were ſuſ- 
picions of his being alive, and ſearch 
was made for him in all the corners of 
the World. Several were taken up for 
having ſomething of his Air, and ma- 
ny others were puniſh'd eirher for ha- 
ving conceald him, or ſome other way 
favour'd his Enterpriſe. Several who 
| To _ per- 
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perhaps never ſaw him, were deprivd 
of their Eſtates upon his account, Tis 


"not certainly known whether he was 
kill'd, or efcap'd, for ſeveral Heads were 


brought to. Rome, which were all ſaid 


to be his. There appear'd a Man after 
the Death of Commodus, who took the 


name of Sextus, and pretended to take 
palſeſlion of his Eſtate. and Employ- 
ments. He impos'd upon ſeveral who 
were curious enough to examine __ him. 


But Pertinax ſpeaking to. him in Greek, 


which the true Sextus had learnt in his 
youth, he anſwer'd improperly thro” his 
ignorance of the Language. I was pre- 
ſent when this Impoſture was diſcoverd 
in the manner I have faid. bh 

- Thereis in Czliciaa City call'd. My 
lus, where Apollo delivers Oracles, and 


explains Dreams. Sextus having con- 


{ulted him about his future Fortune, the 
God repreſented it to him by a Picture, 
in which there was a Child that cruſh- 


£d two Serpents, and a Lion tha 
ſud a 76" When I went into He 


cia with my Father, who was Gover- 
nor of that Province, I was not able to 
explain that Riddle, nor: could I eyer 


unfold the ſenſe of it, yll I heard that 


by 
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by the command of Commodus, who had 
the ridiculous vanity of pretending to 
imitate ZZercales, the two Brothers Car- 
 dian and Maximus, had been ftirangled. 
1n the ſame manner as Hercules (trang- 
led the Serpents that were ſent by Juno 
to deſtroy him in his Infancy ; and that 
Sextus had eſcapd, and was purſud by 
a powerful and formidable Enemy. [ 
ſhould never have done, if I was to re- 
preſent all the Violences that Commodus 
practis'd againſt thoſe whom he put to 
| Death, either upon groundleſs Accuſa- 
tions, or vain Suſpicions, or for the 
orcatneſs of their Eſtates, or the ſplen- 
dour of their Birth, or the eminence of | 
their Knowledge, or ſome other rare. 
and excellent Quality, _- 
He had Wars to ſupport again(t fo. 
reign Nations, and among the reit, he 
had a War with thoſe People who live 
beyond Dacia, where Albinus and Nz- 
ger, who afterwards carried on a Civil 
War againſt the Emperor Severus, ac- 
quird great Honour, But he had none 
ſo .dangerous upon his Hands, as that 
of Great Britain. For the People of 
this Iſland having paſs'd the Wall that 
divides them trom the Romans, a __ d 
them, 
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them, ahd cut them in pieces. Com- 


_ modus fearing the progreſs of theit Arms, 


ſent Marcellus Ulpinus againſt them. He 
was a Man of great Moderation and 


Temperance, who in his daily Actions 


of Eating, Drinking, and the like, af- 
fefted nothing above the reſt of the 
Soldiers. He had a great ſublimity of 
Soul, was above Bribes and Preſents, 
and yet of no eaſie or agreeable Hu- 


mour. He was more vigilant than a-_ 
ny other, and oblig'd thoſe who were 


under him, to follow his Example. He 
wrote twelve Billets every Night, and 
ſent them to the Officers of the Army 
at ſeveral different hours of the Night, 


to the end, that by this information of 


his being awake, they might not aban- 


don themſelves to Sleep. He was na- 


turally diſpos'd to ſleep little, but he 
had accuſtom'd himſelf to it by a habit 
of great Temperance. He always had 
his Bread ſent him from Rome, that by 
eating it hard, he mighr never eat more 


_ than neceſſity requird. Marce/us be- 


ing happily endued with ſo many ex- 
traordinary Qualities, obtaind many no- 
table advantages over the Britains. He 


was aiterwards very near being made a 


. _ 
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Sacrifice to his- conſpicuous Vertues , 
which Commodns could hardly bear, but 
he ſpar'd him notwithſtanding. 
 Perennis who had ſucceeded Patey- 
ms in the Poſt of Prefeftus Pretorio, 
was taken out of the World upon the 
account of a Sedition among the Soldi- 
ers Commodus having given himſelf up 
to the Diverſions of the Czrcas, and to 
| allforts of Exceſs, and having renounc'd 

the Obligations and Duties of an Em- 
peror, Perennis was charg'd with the 
weight of 'publick Afﬀairs, and eſpeci- 
ally the care of the Army. Thus when 
_ any thingfell out that diſpleas'd the Sol- 
diets, they threw the fault upon him. 
The Army in Britain having raisd a 
Mutiny, which was with great difficul- 
ty appeas'd by the Prudence and Au- 
thority of Pertinax,choſe fifteen hundred 
Men from among them, whom they de- 
pated into /raly, Theſe Deputies be- 
ing arriv'd at the very gates of Reme 
_ without Oppoſition, Commodus went to 
meet them, and ask'd them what was 
the occafion of their Journey. They 
anfwer'd, that 'twas to inform him of 
the Conſpiracy that Perennzis had form'd 
againſt him,” with a deſign to we 
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his Son to the Empire. The Emperor 
giving credit to what - they fad; and 
yielding to the preſſing Infiances of Cle- 
ander, who bore an inveterate hatred to 
Perennis for oppoling his unjuſt De- 
ſigns, inſtead ot deſpiſing ok Soldiers 
who were inferior to his Guards both 
in Number and Strength, put Perennis 
into their Hands, whom they Behead- 
ed, aſter having ſcourg'd him. They 
afterwards kill'd his Wite, his Siſter, and 
his two Daughters. Thus died Peren- 
mis, who ſeem'd worthy of: a happier 
End, and had done nothing to be. Re- 
| proach'd for, exccpt his having contri- 
| buted to that of Paternus his Collegue, 
through an ambition to poſleſs the Poſt 
of Prefetius Pretorio, Yet more, | he 
neither aim d at Riches-or Glory, would 
not be corrupted by. Prefents, was ex- 
treamly. Moderate, and maintain'd with 
an unparalell'd Vigilance the Authority 
of his Maſter. When he was Dead, the 
Companies of Guards commanded by 
Cleander, committed the mol horrible 
Abuſes, putting all to Fire and Sword. 
Commodus in the mean time was plung d 
in Pleaſures, confining his thoughts to 
the diverſion of publick Shows, Cha- 
=, *- mot 


-_ 
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tiot-courſes, Combats of Gladiators and 
wild Beaſts. Without mentioning here 
the Executions that were privately made 

in the Palace, he kill'd in publick ſeve- 
_ ral Men and Beaſts, five Sea-horſes in a 
Day, two Elephants i in two other Days, 
with a Rhinoceros, and a Camelopard. 
Theſe and ſuch like, wererhe noble Oc- 
cupatioris and Exploits of this Empe: 


_ ror. 


Viftorinus, Governor of Rome, being 
dead, a Statue was erected to him. Com- 
modus had a mind ſeveral times to put 
him to Death, but as he was reſtrain'd 
' from it out of ſome kind of reſpet to 


| his Vertue and Eloquence, which had 


| made him one of the moſt Illuſtrious 
Men of his Age, Yidorinus went lim- 
ſelf one day to Perennis, and ſaid to 
| him : © 1 underſtand you have refolv'd 
* upon my Death. Why do you delay 
it then, ſince ir depends only upon you? 
While he was Governor of Germany, he 
_ efideavour'd to perſwade his Lieukrant: 
in private, to ſtand proof againſt the 
temptations of Preſents, and to rernain 
uncorrupted in his Station, but not pte- 
vailing upon him, he mounted -uport 
his Tribunal, and took an Oath before 
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City, an 
_ Nour of Commodus. Cleander had ſo un- 
| limited a Power, that he ſold or dif- 
posd of all Employments, and Offices, 
Places i in the Senate, Commands in the 
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4 multitude of People, © That he neve? 
y had, nor would receive Bribes upon 
* afiy occafion, He afterwards urg'd his 
Lieatenant to take the ſame Oath, and 


_ upon his refuſal diſcarded him. This 
was the Character of Yifeorinus. 


As to Cleander, who roſe after the 
death of Perenns, to the utmoſt height 
of favour, he had been ſold in his youth 
with other Slaves, and brought to Rome 
with the reſt of them to carry Burdens. 
He was ſuch a Minion of Fortune, that 


| from ſo obſcure a beginning he came 


to be the Favourite of an Emperor, to 


marry one of his Miſtreſſes nam'd Da-> 


moſtratia, and to be fo abſolute in Pow- 
er as to pur ſeveral Perſons to Death; 
among the reſt Saoter, a Native of Nz- 
comedia, who was before him in the 
ſame favour with Commodus. This Sao- 
ter had ncquir'd ſo great a Credit, that 
the Inhabitants of Nzicomedia had ob- 
tain'd by his means the liberty of e- 
ſtabliſhing Sports and Combats in their 

B of building a Temple in ho- 


Army, 
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Army, Governments of Provinces, and 
all things in general : Which gave Ju- 
{ins Solon, a Man obſcure and unknown, 
occaſion to ſay an agreeable thing, which 
was, * That after he had been depriv'd 
* of his Eſtate, he was baniſh'd into the 
* Senate. The ſame Cleander nam'd five 
_ and twenty Conſuls for one year, which 
was never done before, or ſince. Se- 
vers, who afterwards came to the Em- 
pire, was of the Number. It is not ta 
be admir'd, that this Cleander after he 
had with ſo much Induſtry applied him- 
{elf to all occaſions of getting Riches, 
ſhould have heap'd together more 
Wealth, than ever any Man did in 
his Station. The uſe he made of it, 
was an{werable to his manner of getting 
it. For he laid it out in making Pre- 
ſents to Commodus, and his Miltreſles, 
| building Palaces and Baths, and raiſing 
 StruQtures for the convenience of par- 
ticular People, and the Publick. But the 
more prodigious and ſurprizing his E- 
| levation had been, the more. precipitate 
and terrible was his Fall. He was kilF'd 
not by a Rebellion of the Saldiers, as, 
Perennis had been, but by a Sedition of 
the People. The thing wasthus, The 

i ed ec. 
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year having prov'd unfruitful, and Pra» 
viſions riſing dear , Dionyfius Papirius, 
who by the Duty of his Office was ob- 
lig'd to prevent the extravagant price 
of Proviſions, increasd it by deſign, 
that the People who were already but 
too much exaſperated againſt Cleander 
on the account of his fleecing the Pub- 
lick, might riſe in a fury, and pull him 
to pieces. Nor was he deceiv'd in his 
expectation. For as they were aſlem- 
bled at the Circus, and rhe Horſes were 
ready for the ſeventh Courſe, a com- 
pany of Children conducted by a Wo- 
man of an extraordinary Stature, and 
of an Air terrible to behold, entred the 
place, and made a horrid noiſe. The 
People anſwering their Clamours, for- 
got nothing that rage could inſpire them 
with. They went afterwards to a Houſe 
belonging ro 2uintilius, where Commo- 
dus was at that time, made Acclamati- 
ons in his favour, and heapd Impre- 
cations upon Cleander., Cleander dif- 
patch'd ſome Soldiers againſt them, who. 
falling upon them, wounded ſome, and 
| Killd others. Bur the People inſtead of 
being appeas'd, grew more exaſperated 
than before, and truſting to their Num- 
18 FTE Mis +4. "- bers, 
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bers, went dire&ly to the place where 
 Commodus was. He knew nothing of 
the Sedition, till Marcia the Miſtreſs of 
Luadratus inform'd him of it, upon 
which as he was very timerous, he or- 
der'd Cleander to be kill'd upon the Spot, 
_ together with his Son, whom he bred 
up at his Court. This Child was on 
the inſtant daſh'd to pieces againſt the 
Ground. The Father was drag'd and 
torn piece-meal], with all manner of In- 
ſults. His Head was born through the 
City on the top of, a Lance. Some of 
thoſe who had the greateſt ſhare in 
his Favour, had alſo a part in his Dif- 
= af; 

When Commedus -was weary of his 
_ Pleaſures, his thoughts bent towards no- 
thing but Murders. He ſhed the Blood 
of the molt conſiderable Men of the 
Empire, as of Jalzan the Prefef, tho! 
he  wauld embrace him ſometimes be- 
fore all the World, and call him his Fa- 
ther; and that of Julius Alexander , 
who on Horſeback had kill'd a Lion, 
This Alexander hearing that ſome Sol- 
diers were arriv'd in the Night to Mur- 
der him, prevented them, and flew 
them, He alſo kill'd the Inhabitants of 

iy O 4 | Emeſus, 
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Emeſus, who though his Country-men, 
were become his Enemies. He took 
Horſe on the inſtant, and had eſcap'd 
into a foreign Country, if a youth 
whom he lov'd and would not forfake, 
could have follow'd him. But when he 
fw that they who purſu'd him were 
at hand, he firſt kill'd rhe Boy, and then 
himſelf. 

| There was at the ſame time-ſo ſtrange 
a Mortality, that I believe 1s not to be 
paralell'd, There was not a day, in 


which there did not die of Sickneſs to. 


_ the number of two thouſand Perſons in 
Rome. Several others were kilf'd not 
only in Rome, but in all parts of the Em- 
pire, by the deteſtable Artifice of ſome 
Villains, who for Money ſhot poiſon'd 
Needles, as had been formerly praftis'd 
in Domitian's Reign, and deſtroy'd: an 
innumerable company of innocent Peo- 
ple. * But neither contagious Diſtempers, 
nor. poifon 'd Darts, were ſo fatal to the 
Romans as Commodus, who oblig' d then 
to give him through fear all. the Ho-' 
'nours they paid to rhe late Emperor his. 

F ather” all ths OR. He mak 
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it was decreed. He took ſeveral Sur- 
names, and chiefly that of Hercales. He 
affeted to have Rome conſider'd, as a 
Colony which he had eſtablifffd, and 
call'd it the Immortal, and thrice-hap- 
py Colony of the - World. There was 
a Golden Statue erected to him, that 
weigh'd two thouſand Marks, with a 
Bull and Cow of the ſame Mettal. There 
was invented a new way of counting 
the Months, and calling them by twelve 
of- his Surnames, which are as follows. 
Amazonian, Invincible, Felix ,, Pius, 
Lucius, Elius, Aurelius, Commodus, Au- 
guſtus, Roman, Hercules, Conqueror. Tho' 
he often chang'd his Surnames, yet he 
always retaind thoſe of Amazonzan, and 
Conqueror, as if he had in effe& ſurpaſ'd 
all Men in all things. Such was his 
Arrogance and Vanity. When he wrote 
to the Senate, 'twas. in. theſe. terms : 
The Emperor Ceſar, Lucius, Elius, Au- 
relius, Commodus Auguſtus, Pius, Felix, 
Sarmaticus, Germanicus, Britanuicus the 
Great, Controfjer of the World, Iavin- 
cable, Roman Hercules, High Prieſt , 
eighteen times Tribune, eight times Em9- 
peror, ſeven times Conſul, Pater Patris ; 
To. the Couſuls, Pretors,. Tribunes o& 
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Emeſus, who though his Country-men, 
| were become his Enemies. He took 
Horſe on the inſtant, and had eſcap'd 
into a foreign Country, if a youth 
whom he lov'd and would not forſake, 
could have follow'd him. But when he 
fw that they who purſu'd him were 
at hand, he firſt kill'd the Boy, and then 
himſelf. 
There was at the ſame time-ſo ſtrange 
a Mortality, that I believe is not to be 
paralell'd, There was not a day, in. 
ich there did not die of Sickneſs to. 
the number of two thouſand Perſons in 
Rome. Several others were kill'd not 
_ only in Rome, but in all parts of the Em- 
pire, by the deteſtable Artifice of ſome 
Villains, who for Money ſhot poiſon'd 
Needles, as had been formerly pradtis'd 
in Domitian's Reign, and deſtroy 'd an 
innumerable company of innocent Peo- 
ple. ' Butneither contagious Diſtempers, 
' nor poifon'd Darts, were ſo fatal to the 
Romans' as Commodus, who oblig' d them! 
to give him through fear all. the Ho-* 
nours they paid to rhe late Emperor his. 


__ Father through Inclination, He made, 


them call the City, by | his Name, and, 
the Fl 2nd the very day on which, | 
"it 
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it was decreed. He took ſeveral Sur- 
names, and chiefly that of Hercales. He 
affeted to have Rome conlider'd, as a 
Colony which he had eſtabliſh'd, and 
call'd it the Immortal, and thrice-hap- 
py Colony of the - World. There was 
a Golden Statue erected to him, that 
weigh'd two thouſand Marks, with a 
Bull and Cow of the ſame Mettal. There 
was invented a new way of counting 
the Months, and calling them by twelve 
of - his Surnames, which are as follows. 
= Amazonian, Invincible, Felix , Pius, 
Lucius, Elius, Aurelius, Commodus, Au- 
guſtus, Roman, Hercules, Conqueror. Tho' 
he often chang'd his Surnames, yet he 
always retaind thoſe of Amazonian, and 
Conqueror, as if he had in effe ſurpaſ'd 
all Men in all things. Such was his 
Arrogance and Vanity. When he wrote 
to the Senate, 'twas. in. theſe terms : 
The Emperor Czar, Lucius, Elius, Au- 
relius, Commodus Auguſtus, Pius, Felix, 
 Sarmaticus, Germanicus, Britanuicus the 
Great, Controfer of the World,. Iavin- 
cible, Roman Hercules, High Prieſt , 
eighteen times Tribune, eight times Em- 
peror, ſeven times Conſul, Pater Patri@; 
To. the Couſuls, Pretors,. Tribuxes gr 
” es ET 
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rhe People, and the Commodian happy 
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Senate, Health jos 
| Among the Statues that were erect- 
ed in his Honour, there were ſome in 
which he ' was reprefented with the Ha- 
bit and'-Equipage of Hercules, It was 
ordain'd, 'that the time of his Reign 
ſhould be calld the Golden Age , and 
that all the Letters ſhould make menti- 
on of that Title. This Goldey Prince, 
ſince he would be call'd fo, this Hercu- 
les, in a word, this God returning about 
Noon from fome Country-Seat to Rome, 
{aw thirty Horſes run in two Hours. So 
vaſt an-expence in a little time exhau- 
ſted his Treaſure. For he was liberal 
by Nature, and often gave away to the 
People a hundred and forty Drachma's 
per Head. But to have wherewithal to 
furniſh this Profuſion, Men and Women 
of Quality were accus'd falſly, ſome 
were put to Death, others redeem'd 
their Lives by giving up their Eſtates. 
Upon a day that was Ni Anniverſary of 


his Acceſſion to the Empire, he'exat- 
ed of us, our Wives, and our Children, 
two pieces of Gold per Head, and five 
Drachma'\ of the Senators of other Ci- 
ties, He'never drove Chariots in oo 

Th ick, 
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lick, except it was in a very gloomy 
Evening perhaps, and what Inclination 
ſoever he had for it, he forbore out 
of ſome remains of Modeſty. But he 
pracisd it frequently in his Palace, 
cloath'd in a green Habit. He kill'd a 
great number of Beaſts, both in private 
and publick. He likewiſe fought in pri- 
vate as a Gladiator, and kill d ſeveral 
Perſons. He would ſometimes pretend 
to'cut the Hair of ſome of his Dome- 
ſticks, and inſtead of thar ſlit their No- 
ſes, or their Ears. He never appear'd 
in publick without drawing his Sword, 
nor without ſpilling Blood. Before he 
entred the Theatre, he wore a Tunick 
of white Silk with Sleeves, and we found 
him in this Dreſs when we came to fa- 
lute him ; but when he entred, he put 
on a purple Veſt embroider'd with Gold, 
and over it a Gown of . the ſame, after 
the manner of the Greeks, with a Crown 
of Gold adornd with precious Stones 
_ upon his Head. He held in his Hand 
a Wand, like that of Mercury. There 
was carried before him a Lions Skin, 
and a Club, and they were lodg'd up- 
on a Seat in the Theatre, whether he 
was preſent or abſent. He entred ſome- 
D times 
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 tirdies in an Equipage as Mercury is re- 


preſented, and having pull'd off his up- 


- per Garments, being ſtript to his Veſt, 


went to work. The firſt day he ſhot a 
hundred Bears. He had divided the 
Theatre into four parts by two Partiti- 
ons, that cut through Diametrically, 
and by right Angles, to the end that 
from the Galleries that were round a- 
bout , he might with greater eaſe 


fingle out the Beaſts that he aim'd at. 


When he was tir'd, he drank ſome Wine 
that was delicious and cool out of a 
Cup that he receiv'd from the hand of 
a Woman, and at the ſame inſtant the 
People and Senate cried out with one 


Voice; May the Emperor Live. 


For what remains, I muſt intreat thoſe 
who ſhall' give themſelves the trouble 
ro caſt their Eyes upon this Work, not 
to think theſe” little Events blemiſhes, 
rhat tarniſh the beauty of it, for I ſhould 
rot have inſerted them, if I had been 
of that opinion. But becauſe they were 
the real Actions of this Emperor, at 
which I was preſent, and had even ſome 
concert in then, [ thought my ſelf ob- 
lig'd in' ſtead © of ſuppreſſing them, to 
preferve the Memory of them, as much 


TT] -: 
as if they had been the moſt ſerious 
and important Aﬀairs. I ſhall relate 
more exaQaly the particulars of what 
paſs'd in my time, than what happen'd 
before, not only becauſe I have been 2 
witneſs of them, but alſo becauſe none 
of thoſe who might be otherwiſe capa- 
ble of writing them, is ſo well inform'd 
of them as my ſelf. The Emperor 
having employ'd himſelf in ſhooting 
from above, during the former part 
of the time this Diverſion held, deſcen- 
ded afterwards to the bottom of the 
Theatre, and there ſlew ſome other pri- 
vate Beaſts, whereof ſome made to- 
wards him, others were brought to him, 
and others were ſhut up in Dens. A- 
mong the reſt he kill'd a Tyger, a Sea- 
Horſe, and an Elephant. When this was 
done he retir'd; but returning after Din- 
ner, usd the Exerciſes of a Gladzator, 
with a Shield in his right Hand, and 
in his left a Sword of Wood, for he was 
proud of being Left-handed, as if it had 
been a great advantage to him, He 
fought either againſt the Maſter who had 
taught him, or againſt a G/ad;ator whom 
be Tad provok'd, or whom. the People. 
had choſen ; and this Gladiator held a 
OO, RR — * 
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Ferula in his Hand. In a word, he did 


all the Offices of the other Gladiators, 


and there was but this diflerence be. 


tween them and him, that whereas they 


_ receivd a (mall Reward, he touch'd e- 


very day two hundred and fifty thou- 


ſand Drachma's of the fund aſlign'd for 
| this Expence. When he fought in this 


manner, Emilius Letus Prefeitus Pra- 
ftorzo, and Elefus, another of his Offi- 
cers attended him; and after he had got 
the Victory, as he never fail'd to get it 
in this Mock-f;ght, he kiſs d them with- 
out taking off his Helmet. 
| After him fought thoſe whom he 


| had choſen in the Soni at the bot- 


tom of the Theatre, when he was 
cloath'd like Mercury, with a Golden 
Wand in his Hand, ſeated upon a Throne 
of the ſame Mettal, and to whom he 
had preſcrib'd the manner of fighting, 
which we could not regard but as ſome- 
thing very Monſtrous. He return'd at- 
terwards to his uſual Seat, and was pre- 
ſent with vs at the reſt of the Shows, 
in which there was nothing very di-, 


verting, ſince Murders were frequently 


committed there. When he ſaw Gladz- 
ators counterfeiting earneſt, and diſgui- 


{ing 
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ſing their Thruſts, he order'd them to 
be tied together, and as they fougit 
link'd in this manner, they ſometimes 
kill'd' SpeQators, when they approach'd 
too near them. Theſe Sports laſted 
fourteen days. We Senators attended 

very aſſiduouſly with the Knights, tho' 
we were in ſeparate places. No body 
abſented himſelf but Pompeian , who 
would ſooner have choſen to die, than 
_ to fee the Son of Marcus Aurelius {ully 
his Dignity by ſo infamous a practice. 
Nevertheleſs he-ſent his Children. We 
made: ſeveral Acclamations as they were 
preſcribd tous, and this oftner than a- 

ny other : © You' are the Maſter, you 
are the Firſt, you are always Vidori- 
* ous; Amazonian, you are always the 
2 ' Conqueror. ' There were ſeveral a- 
mong the People, that never appear'd 
at the Theatre. ' Some were no ſoon- 
er entred, but they went out again, as 
abhorring to be witneſſes of the Abomi- 
nations that were committed there.* O-. 
thers kept away out of fear, by reaſon 
of a report that had been ſpread, that 
| Commodus had. a deſign to let fly at the 
People, as Hercules did formerly at the 

Stimphalides. "The rumour ſeem'd pro- 
--.-> bable, 
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bable, andthe apprehenſion juſt tbthoſe 
who remembred, that he had formerly 

aſſembled. together all ſuch as had by 
Sickneſs or other Accidents, loft theufe 


| of their Feet, order'd their Leggs to 


be tied with Cords, made in the form 


_ of Serpents, then Sponges to be given 
them to throw at each other inſtead. 


of Stones, .and afterwards beat them to 
death with a Club. There was no'bou- 
dy but was afraid of the like Treat- 


ment, and we were, no' more exempted 


from this Apprehenſion, than thermean- 
eſt of the People. He put us one day 
into a fright, which. gave us occaſion 
to believe, that we ſhould be all mur- 


 der'd. Heapproach'd towards the place. 


where we, were ſitting, holding the 
Head of a Beaſt that he had juſt kill'd, 
and ſhewing it to us with his Hand, and 
brandiſhing his Sword which was all bloo- 
dy, he ſhook his Head without faying 
one word, .as if by that Action he inten- 
ded ta threaten us with ſerving us inthe 
ſame manner as he had ſerv'd the Beaſt. 
We could not. forbear laughing at the 
Action, in ſtead of being afflicted, and 
this Mirth had certainly coſt ſome of us 
our Lives, if to diſguiſe it I had notput 

in 
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in my Mouth fome of the Laurel-leaves 
1 pulld from my Crown, and advis'd 
thoſe who ſat near me to do the ſame. 
Soon after he gave us conſiderable com- 
fort, for as he was juſt going to Fght. 
after the manner of the G/adzarorys, he 
{ent us orders ro be preſent at the Thea- 
ire in Knights Habits, which we never 
wore but at the dearh ot an Emperor. 
Yet further, upon the lat day of the. 
Sports his Helmet was taken off. and fell 
through the Door where the dead us d 
to be carried out. Theſe two incidents 
made us judge, that he would be foon 
taken out of rhe World, as he aQually 
was. For Letus and Eledtus, being no 
longer able to ſuffer the indignity of 
theſe Extravagancies, and being airaid 
beſides that he would pur his threats 
in practice againſt them, to revenge the 
liberty they often took of condemning, 

_ this exceſſes, reſolv'd to diſpatch him. 
He had a deſign to put to death the 
two Conſuls, Ericzus Clarus, and Sifſius 
Flaccus, and to proceed from the quar- 
ters of the Gladiators on the firſt day 
of the Month, in quality of Conſul and 
Secutor, He livd in their Neighbour- 
hood as the firſt of their Order, and I 
= KF am 
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am perſwaded no body will refuſe fo 
make additions ſtill to what I have ſaid, 
when he knows that this Emperor or- 
der'd the Head of a Coloſſus to be ta- 
ken oft, and his own to be put in its 
room, and having added to it a Club, 
and a Lion of Braſs underneath, he di- 
reed the following Inſcription to be 
engrav'd, * The firſt Combatant among, 
© the Gladiators call'd Secutores, who. 
* vanquiſh'd alone twelve thouſand Men 
* with his lelt Hand. All theſe mon- 
ftrous Extravagancies were ſo many pow - 
erfu! Motives tor Letus and Elettus, to 
conſpire againſt him. Having commu- 
nicated their deſign to Marcia, they 
gave him Poiſon by her means in ſome 
Beef, upon the Jaſt day of the year, 
When all the World was taken up with 
\ Fealting and Rejoycing. The Poiſon 
was almoſt rendred ineffeftual by the . 
Wine he had drank in Excefs, and by 
the Bath to which he was accuſtomd ; 
inſomuch that having vomited, he mi- 
{trutied there was a deiign againſt his 
Lite, and threatned to be reveng'd, which 
oblig'd the Contpirators to ſend a Wreſt» 
| ter to him call'd Narciſſus, who ſtrang- 
ted him while he was yer in the Bath, 
: This 
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This Was the end of Commodas, who 
reign'd twelve Years, nine Months , 
fourteen Days, and liv'd one and thirty 
Years, and four Months. EE al 
The Family of the Aureliz, loſt the 
Empire in his Perſon, and the end of his 
Life was the beginning of  Seditionsand 
Troubles. I ſhall here relate the occati- 
on that engag'd me to write the Hiſto- 
ry of them. After I had compos'd a 
Book of Dreams, and Signs, on which 
Severus grounded his hopes of coming 
to the Empire, I did my ſelf the ho- 
nour to ſend it to him. When he had 
read it, he ſent me an anſwer in very 
_ obliging terms. That Night in my 
Sleep my Genius commanded me to write 
Hiſtory- Thus I undertook to write the 
paſlages of our time. This Work ha- 
ving had the good fortune to pleaſe Se- 
verus, I determin'd to make a general 
Hiſtory that ſhould comprehend all that 
had happen'd tothe Roman People from 
their firſt Eſtabliſhment, to the time 1t 
ſhould pleaſe Fortune to lead me. As 
I was afraid to charge my ſelf with ſuch 
a Load, the Divinity that preſides over 
my Conduct rais'd my Spirits, by aflu- 
ring. me in my Sleep, that it ſhould be 
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a Work that ſhould triumph over the 


rwalice of Time, and whoſe glory the 
{ucce{iion of Ages ſhould never tarniſh. 
Thus I employ'd ten years in colleQ- 


_ ing Memoirs of what had paſs'd from the 


Eſtabliſhment of the Roman Common-. 
wealth, to the Reign of Severzs. I ſpent 
twelve years more in digeſting them, 


and forming them into a Body. I ſhall 


write the reft, as time ſhall furniſh me 


with occaſions. For what remains, I 


think I ought to obſerve the Signs that 
preceded the Death of Commodus. There 
were ſeveral Eagles ſeen to fly about the 
Capitol, who by their cries ſeem'd to 


 preſage ſome remarkable Event. Yet 


further, ſome Houles taking fire, it got. 
to the Temple of Peace, conſum'd the 


Shops, and Effects of rhe Egyptians and 


Arabians, ſpread as far as the Palace, 
and reduc'd to Aſhes almoſt all the 
Records of the Empire; which made 
People judge, that its violence inſtead 
of being confin'd to Reme, would be ex- 
tended through the World. In ear- 
neſt it could not be extinguiſh'd by 
all the diligence of Men ; whatſoever 


efforts the People, the Soldiers, and the 
_ Emperor himſelf, who was return'd in 


haſt 
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haſt from a Country-ſeat, made for that 
end, they could not accompliſh it. In 
a word, it did not ceaſe till it had en- 
tirely deſtroy d every thing it had ſeiz'd 
upon. 
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OF THE 
EMPEROR 
PERTINAX. 


ERTINA X wasa Prince of 
great Merit, but he reignd.a ve- 
ry little time, being taken away 


| by a Faction of the Soldiers. Before 


the Death of Commodus was made pubs 
lick, Letus and Elelus went to meet 


him, and declar'd to him, that in con- 


ſideration of his Vertue, they had cho- 
ſen him to be the Succeſſor of Comme- 
dus in the Empire. Eres he would en- 
gage with them, he had a mind to be 
intorm'd of the Truth, and ſent one of 
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his Servants whom he could entirely 
relie upon to view the Body of Comme- 
aus. When he was aſſur'd of his Death, 
he went privately to the Camp, and a 
little aſtoniſh'd the Sojdiers by his Pre- 
ſence. However they did not ithew their 
{urprize, becauſe they faw Letus with 
him, and becauſe they heard that he. 
promis'd them three thouſand Drachma's 
per Hezd, and there 1s room to believe, 
they had never been troubleſom, if he 
had not ſpoke to them in theſe terms : 
* There are, my Compamons, many 
* Diſorders in our Age, but I hope we 
7 | ſhall be able with your help to ,put 
* an ead to them. Theſe words made 
them apprehend, that he had a deſign 
_ to take away all that Commodus had al- 
low'd them againſt the ancient Cuftom. 
Nevertheleſs they diſguis'd their fear, 
and remaind quiet. As ſoon as he left 
the Camp, he came to the Senate, tho' 
Night was begun, and after he had fa- 
Juted us one atter another, as we could 
be ſeen by him in the Crowd, he ſaid 
to us, * I have been declard Emperor 
; ' by the Army, but I have no need of 
* the Empire, and 1 renounce it very 
- willingly, as well for the vane Foo 
| : 
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* fatigue of it, as on the account of my 
* Age and Infirmities. After that we 
gave him che praiſes that we were per-_ 
{waded he deſerv'd, and choſe him with 
an unanimous Voice, and a perfe& Li- 
| berty. He was indeed an excellent Per- 
ſon, and had all the advantages of Mind 
and Body, except that he was ſubje&t 
' to be lame in his Leggs. Thus was 
Pertinax proclaim'd Emperor, and Com-. 
modus declar'd Enemy of the Empire. 
It is not poſlible to repeat all the abu- 
ſive terms that were utter'd againſt him 
by Senators and People. They were 
for dragging his Body and Statues thro' 
the Streets. But Pertinax telling thent 
_ that the Body was already buried, they 
ſpar'd it, and reveng'd themſelves upon 
his Statues, with all the outrages they 
could invent. He was no longer ſtil'd 
Emperor, but Plague of the State, Ty- 
rant , Gladiator, Chariot-driver, Left- 
handed Monſter. The People congra- 
tulating the Senators, who had been 
apprehenſive of a Perſecution under the 
| Reign of Commodus, cry'd aloud, * Cou- 
* rage, you have won the Field, They 
repeated all the Acclamations they had 
| been formerly accuſtomd to make in 
_ favour 
- Cade 
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favour of Commodus, and turn'd them 
into Ridicule, They were not content- 
ed to bedeliver'd from the fear of Ty- 
ranny, and ro enjoy their freedom, with- 
out abuling it by diſhonouring the Me- 
mory of the Tyrant, and loading his 
Name with the ſharpeſt Imprecations. 
As to Pertinax, he was a Native of Al- 
ba, aCity of Liguria, of no great Birth, 
and had ſtudied in his youth, as much 
as was neceſlary to enable him to ſub- 
fiſt by his Learning. His knowledge 
brought him acquainted with Claudzus 
Pompeianus, by whoſe Recommendati- 
on he got the Poſt of a Tribune of Horſe, 
| te who ſince became the Sovereign of 
Pompeian himſelf. I have ſeen this ex- 
traordinary Man under two different 
Reigns, both the laſt and firſt Man of 
the Empire. During the Reign of Com- 


modus, he led an obſcure Life in the 


Country , under pretence of an Indif- 
poſition in his Eyes, and of old Age; 
but during that of Pertinax, though his 
Age was more advanc'd, and his Di- 
ſtempers augmented, he was in great 
Conſideration, and had the Honour to. 
ſit 'on the High-ſeats in the Senate. 


Pertinasx 
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| Pertinax vsd us with great gentle- 
neſs and familiarity, receiv'd our Peti- 
tions with Civility, entertain'd us at 


his Table, where there was nothing ſu- 


perfluous, or otherwiſe ſent us Preſents, 
which yet were neither exquiſite nor 
rare. They who livd in Luxury and 
Exceſs, made a jeſt of a Simplicity that 
was out of faſhion. But for us who 
preferr'd the ancient Moderation to 
the corrupted Manners of the preſent 


time, and the torrent of Cuſtom, we 
could not but commend him for it. At 
the time of his being in Britain, where 


he compos'd a Sedition by a piece of 
prudence that deſerv'd a general Appro- 


bation, a Horſe of the Green Fattion , 


that was a favourite of Commodus, and 
call'd Pertinax, won the Race : At which 
thoſe of that ſide rejoyſing, cried out, 


This is Pertinax. The contrary Party 


being piqud at this Acclamation, repli- 
ed, * Would to Heaven he were here, by 
* which they meant' not the Horſe, but 
this Great Man. Yet more, it entred 
one day into Commodus's Head, to ſend 
for this Horſe out of the Country, where 


he was taken care of without being ob- 


ligd to work, becauſe he was worn 
ET Ts with 
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with Age, and having order'd him to 
be brought into the Czrcus with Golden 
Shoes, and cover 'd with very ſplendid 
Furniture, as ſoon as he appear, the 
People cried out of a ſudden, this is 
_ Pertinax; which Acclamation was a kind 
of Preſage of the fortune of Pertinax, 
who was proclaim'd Emperor during the 
laſt Sports of the ſame year. There 
was another Preſage taken from a Club, 
which Commodus as he was preparing on 
_ the laſt day of the Sports to fight as a 
_ Gladiator, put into the hands of Pertz- 
 #ax. As ſoon as he was in poſſeſſion 
of the Sovereign Power, he took very 
honourable Surnames, and among 0- 
thers, affected that of Prince of the Se- 
nate, according to the ancient Cuſtom, 
with a deſign to win the Aﬀections of 
the People. He took particular care 
to reform Abuſes, and ſhew'd in his Ad- 
miniſtration an incredible Goodneſs , 
Sweetneſs, Wiſdom and Vigilance. A- 
mong the Actions perfeMly worthy of. 
a preat Prince, with which he honour'd 
_ tis Reign, I cannot forbear obferving, 
that he reſtord the Memory of thoſe 
who had been unjuſtly condemn'd, and 
{wore that he would never puniſh any, 
wee "Tow 2 ot. 
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one in ſuch a manner. Thoſe who had 


a mind to make uſe of the benefit of 
this Reſtitution, got their Friends and 
Relations together, and with tears of 
| Joy, drew out the Bodies or Bones of 
their Friends from the Earth, and de- 
poſited them in the Tombs of their An- 
ceſtors. 
The Publick Treaſure was ſo far ex- 


hauſted at this time, that it amounted 


to no more than two hundred and fif- 
ty thouſand Drachma's. For which rea- 
ſon Pertinax was oblig'd to fell the Sta- 
| tues, Arms, Horſes, ana other things 


that belong'd to Commodus, and to ap- 


ply the Money that accrued from the 


Sale, towards ti1e payment of what be 


had promis'd the Soldiers, and the Pec- 
ple. He was very gli4 to expoſe to 
Sale every thing that had been us'd 
for the Exerciſes, Sports and Combats of 
Commodus, not only to blaſt his Memo- 
ry, or to raiſe Money, but likewiſe to 
| be able to diſtinguiſh thoſe who thould 
| be forward to buy thoſe Inſtruments of 
Debauchery. Letus was very warm in 
crying up the Vertues of Pertinax, and 
loading the Memory of Commodas with 


 Imprecations. Heorder d ſome Foreign- 
Ers 
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ers who were returning to their own 
Countries to be remanded, and having 
reſum'd out of their Hands the Sums of 
Money they had receiv'd from Commo- 


 dus a little before his Death, to conti» 


nue the Peace with the Romans, © Now | 
* be gone, ſaid he to them, ahd in- 
* form your Countrymen , that Perri- 

* nax fits at preſent on the Throne. 


Thoſe People were but too well acquaint- 


with the name of Pertizax, during the 
War they had ſuſtain'd in the Reign of 


Marcus Aurelius, Letus to diſhonour 


yet further the Memory of Commodus, 


made a very {trict ſearch after Bufloons, 


Dancers, and others of the ſame Speci- 
es of Men, whoſe Geſtnres were Ridi- 
culous, and whoſe Lives were Infamous. 
He exposd them to the publick Scorn, 


and confiſcated their Eſtates which they 


had got by Immodeſty and Depravity, 
and by the proſcription of the princi- 
pal Men of the Empire. This Specta- 


: le excited diflerent Patſions and Senti- 


ments mix'd with Joy, Grief, and An- 
ger. 


And yet this Letus did not always 
keep, or rather kept not long-an inyio- 
able Fidelity to Pertinax. For under a 


Ppretence 


TT TO, 
- pretence that he enjoy'd not all the Ho- 
nours and Rewards he pretended to de- 
ſerve, he encourag'd the Army to fe-! 
volt againſt him, as we ſhall ſee anon. 
Pertinax gave to Sulpitian his Father- 
in-Law the Government of Rome, of 
which the World confeſs'd him to be. 
very worthy. But though we had con- 
 ferrd upon his Wife the Title of A«- 
guſta, and that of Ceſar upon his Son, 
he would not ſuffer them to take them, 
whether 'twas, he did not judge the 
foundations of his Power to be ſuffici- 
ently ſolid for him to accept of Ho- 
nours, whoſe ſplendor never fails to ex- 
cite Jealouſie, or whether he was not 
willing to allow his Wife the name of 
Auguſta, leſt ſhe ſhould ſtain it by her 
Immodeſty, nor his Son that of Czar, 
leſt he ſhould be tied down to an Oath 
at ſo young an Age, or leſt his Mind 
ſhould be corrupted by the hopes of 
a Throne. He would not ſo much as 
ſufter him to be educated in the Palace, 
teſt he ſhould grow Vain ; but he ſent 
him with his Siſter to be brought up 
by a Grandfather, where aftcr he had 
divided all his Eſtate betwixt them two, 
he very ſeldom ſaiy them, and warn 
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| he did, not with the Majeſty of an 
Emperor, but with the tenderneſs of a 
Father. 

As the Soldiers had no' longer that 
unbounded licence under his Reign, as 
they formerly had to commit Robbe- 
ries, nof"the Freedmen'of Emperors the 
power of breaking all the Laws with 
Impunity, they conceiv'd a very ſtrong 
hatred againſt him for tying up their 
Hands. Thele laſt however durſt not 
attempt any thing, becauſe they were 
_ difarm'd; but the Soldiers encourag'd 

by Letus, confpir'd againſt him, cle&- 
ed for their Emperor the Conſul Falcon, 
in conſideration of his Birth, and Rich- 
es, and reſolvd to carry him to the 
Camp to be acknowledg'd by the Ar- 
my, while Pertinax was employ'd at 
Sea, in giving orders tor bringing Pro- 
viſions to Rowe. Pertinax receiving in- 
formation of this Enterprize returnd in 
haſt, and coming into the Senate ſpoke 
in theſe terms : © Iam glad of this occaſi- 

* ontolet you know, that though I found = 
d. " but five and twenty thouſand Drach- 
* mas in the Royal Treaſury, I have 
' notwithſtanding given as large Dona- 
* tives to the Soldiers, as Marcus Aure- 
tus 


[ 225 ] 
© lius and Lucius gave them, who found 

* jn the ſame Exchequer, to the Sum of 
* ſixty ſeven thouſand five hundred 
* Drachma's. This diſſipation of the 
* Treaſure of the Empire was doubtleſs 

* made to fatisfic the Avarice of the 
* Freedmen. 

When Pertinax ſaid he had given as 
largely to the Soldiers, as Marcus Au- 
relius and Lucius had done, he went 
a little too far. For the firſt gave them 
five thouſand, and Lucins three thou- 
ſand Drachma's. This alſo raisd the 
Indignation and Murmuring of ſeveral, 
_ as well Soldiers as Freedmen, who were 
in the Aſſembly. As we were juſt go- 
ing to condemn Palcor, Pertinax role 
and ſaid aloud, * The Gods forbid that 

* any Senator ſhould be condemn'd, tho' 
* juſtly, in my Reign. 

Letus making uſe of the occaſion of 
this Enterprize of Falco, put ſeveral of 
the Soldiers to Death, as 'by the Empe- 
rors order, which had far effect, that 
the reſt for fear of being treatcd in the 
jame manner, mace a Mutiny; two hun- 
dred of the boldeſt of them entred the 
Palace with Sword in Hand, and were 
Zot up to the Emperor's Apartment be- 

fore 
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fore he knew any thing of it. But when 

he was advisd of it by his Wife, he did 
an Action which ſome will call Reſolute, 
and others Imprudent. For whereas he 
might eaſily have order'd theſe Seditious 
Fools to be cut in pieces by the Night- 
guards, the Horſe, and other arm'd Men 
about him, inſtead of Iicing himſelf, or 
flying from them, either of which he 
might have done for the preſent, he met 
thoſe Furies who were got into his Pa- 
Jace without any oppoſition, and hop'd 


_ either to repreſs their boldneſs by his Pre- 


ſence, or to perſwade them by his Diſ- 


courſe. They werein efte& touch'd with 
ſome ſenſe of Reſpect and Shame when 


they ſaw him, and began to bend their 
Eyes to the Earth, and to put up their 
Swords. There was but one more im- 
pudent than the reſt, who went up to 
him, and holding out his Sword, ſaid to 
him, © Behold what the Army has fent 
* thee, and then gave him a ſtroke. The . 
reſt in ſtead of hindring him, ſeconded 


the blow, and kill'd both their Emperor 


and Flefus, who usd his utmoſt endea- 
yours to defend him, and wounded ſome 
of the moſt forward. I had always an 
eltcem for the Vertue of Elefus, but 


then 


(2837 -] 


then conceiv'd an Admiration for his Va- 


lour. The Soldiers pierc'd the Head of 
 Pertinax with a Lance, and triumph'd in 
this Action, as if ithad been a moſt He- 
roick Exploit. Thus Pertznax died, for 
| having undertaken too quick a Refor- 
mation of Abuſes, which had been for- 
tified by a long courſe of years, and for 


not conſidering enough with all his Ca- 


pacity, that every ſudden Change is dan- 
gerous, eſpecially in a State, and that 
when any one deſigns to exterminate 
Diſorders, he muſt take ſome time to do 
.1t, and havea little Patience. He liv'd 
ſixty ſeven Years, four Months, and 


three Days, and reign'd but three Months 


and three Days. 
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S ſoon as the noiſe of the Death 
A of Pertinax was ſpread abroad, 

ſome retir'd to their Houſes, o- 
thers took refuge in thoſe of the Soldi- 
ers, and every one provided for his own 
{afety the beſt he could. Su/pitianwho 
was at that time in the Camp, having 
been ſent thither by Pertizax to acco- 
modate Matters, endeavourd to ma- 
nage the Soldiers, "and to gain their Suf- 
trages for his election to the Empire. 
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{ 230 ] 
In the mean time Dzdiaus Julianus, a Man 
of great Wealth, that laviſhd it away 
with a profuſion equal'to the ardour 
with which he got it, and who beſides 
thought of nothing but forming new. 
Attempts, for which he had been for- 
merly baniſhd by Commodaus tro Milan, 
the place of his, Birth ; this J«/zanus, I 
ſay, had no ſooner heard of the AF- 
Cruſe which the Soldiers had committed 
upon Pertinax, but he went immedaiate- 
ly to them, and ſolicited them to name 
him for his Succeſior. Never had Rome 
{cen any thing fo infamous, or ſo un-_ 
worthy of her. "The Sovereign Power 
Was ſet to ſale by thoſe very Men who 
had dip'd their Hands in the Blood of 
their Sovereign; the competition lay 
between Sulpitzan who was 1n the Camp, 
and Julianus who was in Rome, and they 
had at length bid fo high,, that each 
Soldier was to have for his ſhare five 
thouſand Drachma's. There were Per- 
ſons that went to and fro from Sulpici- 
au to Julianus, and from Julianus to Sul- 
pitian, to let each of them know what 
the other offer'd' to oblige them to riſe 
_ upon each other, - Su{pitian had. carried 


it without. doubr, as well becauſe he was 
perſo- 


" E4] 
perſonally in the Camp, and beſides, 
was poſleſs'd of the Government of Rome, 
as becauſe he was the firſt that offer'd 
five thouſand Drachma's per Head, if 
Jaltanus had not bid upon him of a ſud- 
den with a loud Voice twelve hundred 
and fifty Drachma's more, and ſhew'd 
chem the Money. The Soldicrs being 


dazled with ſo conſiderable a price, and 


apprehending beſides, that if Su/pztzar 
were poſle(s'd of the Sovereign Power, 
he would revenge the Death of Perti- 
#4X, AS Julianus had ſuggeſted to them, 
they proclaim'd Juliauus Emperor, con- 
_ duſted him in the Evening to the #o- 
rum, and to the Senate with the Stan- 
dards diſplay d, as if he had been rea- 
_dy to undertake ſome very important 
Expedition. He had likewiſe a deſign 
to frighten us by this pomp of War. 
The Soldiers teſtified a ſingular elteem 
for him, and call'd him Commedas. 

This Revolution gave us cauſe to feat 
the reſentment of J«lzanus, and the dit- 
pleaſure of the Army, eſpecially thoſe 
among, us who were particularly tied 


to the intereſt of Pertinax, My {elf 


| was of the number, and had been gra- 
_ tified by his Geaeroſity with the ſtation 
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of Pretor., Yet mote, I had pleaded 
{everal Cauſes, in which I had laid -0- 
pen the manifelt Injuſtice which Jula- 
mus had done to thoſe whoſe intereſt I 
defended. All theſe reaſons oblig'd us 
to quit our Houſes, to avoid the ſuſpi- 
tions that might have been entertain'd 
of us if we had ſtaid at Home. Where- 
fore after Supper we went out with an 
aliur'd Countenance, paſs'd through the 
Guards, and entred the Senate, where 
we heard TJuliauss make a Speech that 
was worthy of him, in which among 
other things he faid, * 1 ſee that you 
* are in want of aa Emperor, and |] 
* find my ſelf more capable of that 
? - Dignity thanany Body. I would make 
© you an exact enumeration of my good 

- qualities, it you had not diſcoverd 
* them upon ſeveral occaſions. Thus 
*[ was under no necellity of coming 
* hither attended with a great number 
© of Soldiers, to obtain of you the con- 

* firmation of the honour they have 
© done me. He ſeem'd to infinuate, 
that he was not attended by the Soldi- 
crs, when all the Paſſages both within 
and without the Senate were fi1['d with 
them. and he call d upon us to be wit- 
neſles 
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neſſes of his good Qualities, when we 
did not know ſo much as one in him, but 
ſcrv'd to increaſe our fear and hatred. 

After the Senate had confirm'd his 
Eleftion he went to the Palace, where 
he found the Supper that had been pre- 
par'd for Pertivax, inſulted his dead Bo- 
dy, play'd at ſeveral Games, and ſent 
for a celebrated Dancer call'd P3lades. 
The next day we went to compliment 
him, diſguiſing our thoughts with Care, 
and avoiding any ſhew of Diſcontent. 
The People far from diſſembling , de- 
clar'd their Sentiments freely, and pre- 

_ pard openly for the execution of their 

Deſigns. One day when Fulianus was 
come to the Senate, and was preparing 
to offer a Sacrifice to Janus, all the Peo- 
ple cried out with one Voice, that he had 
uſurpd the Sovereign Power, and was | 
2 Parricide. Julianus pretending not 
to be diſturbd with thoſe Clamours, 

- promis'd them Money ; but they de- 
ſpisd his Promiſes, and rejected his Of- 
fers, as ſcorning to be corrupted by Pre- 
ſents. Upon which being no longer 
able to contain his Anger, he comman- 

_ ded ſome of them that were neareſt to. 
him to be put to Neath. But the "Wo 
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= [ 234 } 
ple ſtill more exaſperated at this com- 
mand, ſhew'd a greater concern than 
ever for the loſs of Pertinax, heap'd 
Curſes upon the Uſurper and the Army, 
and implor'd the aſſiſtance of the Gods. 
There. were ſeveral of them, who when 
they were wounded, and juſt ready to 
expire, did not ceaſe to oppoſe with all 
their power the Proclamation of Jalia- 
#us, and to expreſs the Horror they had _ 
_ ever to {ce him upon the Throne. In. 
a ward, they all took Arms, and march- 
ing in crowds to the Circus, they ſpent 
the Night and Day following in the ſame 
place without eating or drinking, invo- 
king the other Armies, chiefly thoſe 
who ſerv'd. in Syria under Pecenninus 
Niger, and ſupplicating them to revenge 
them, But when they found themſelves 
weakned by their Cries, their Abſtinence 
and their want of Sleep, they ſepara- 
ted without any hopes of continuing 
their Enterprize, except what they groun- 
ded upon the aſliſtance of Foreigners. 
Fultaxus being thus poſleſs'd of the Em- 
pire, preſerv dit by unworthy Methods, 
and vileFlattery,whereby he endeavour'd 
to gain the affection of the Senators, 
and Perſons of Quality,; promiſing ſome, 
bribing. 


[ 235 ] 
bribing others, and careſling all the 
World in general. He was often pre-_ 
ſent at the Sports and Diverſions of the 
Theatre, and made frequent Entertain- 
ments. In ſhort, there was nothing he 
did not put in practiſe to gain us to his 
Party. Butall this did not hinder us 
from miſtruſting his Careſles ; for when 
'2 Man is very officiouſly forward to 
pay extraordinary Civilitics to another, 
Men of tenſe are apt to ſuſpect there is 
ſome deſign at the bottom. But let os 
rake a view of the changes for which 
the Provinces were preparing, while 
Rome was in this convulſive State, un- 
der their new Emperor Didius Julianas. 
Three famous Captains who comman- 
ded in ſeveral Countries three Armies 
compos d of Romazrs and Foreigners, at-. 
tempted at the ſame time to uſurp the 
Sovereign Power. One was Severus, 
the ſecond Pecezninus Niger, and the 
_ third was call'd 4/&izas, The firſt was 
in Pannonza, Niger wasin Syria, and the 
other in Britain, Theſe were the Men 
doubtleſs that had been ſignified by three 
Stars that appear'd about the Sun upon. 
the firſt day. of January, while Julzanus 
was offering, a Sacrifice at the entrance 
tee band #Y 
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- of the Senate in our Preſence. The 
| Soldiers obſervd them, and ſhew'd them 


one to another with this remark, that 
they threatned this new Prince with 
{ome very terrible Misfortune. We ve- 


ry heartily wiſh'd that the Soldiers 


might be Prophctick upon this occaſto- 
on. But we durlt not fix our Eyes up- 
on theſe new Stars, nor obſerve them 
but ex paſſaut, Severus who was the 


moſt onertal, and at the ſame time 


the moit dexterous of the three, judg- 


ing there would be a Contelt Lerwen 


them about the poſſeſſion of the Sove- 
reign Power, as ſoon as he who was in- 
veſted with it ſhould be depriv'd of it, 
determin to enter into an agreement 
with A/binus, who was neareſt to him, 
and to that end ſent a Man to him of 
approvd Fidelity with a Letter, by 
which he created him Ceſar. As for 
Nizer, he ſlighted his Alliance, becauſe = 
he knew him to be a Man of excellive 


Pride, and incapable of obſerving any 


Moderation, atter the People of Rome 
had implor'd the aſliflance of his Arms 
againſt the violent ſteps of the Uſur- 
per. Albinus holding himſelf ſecure of 
ſharing the Empire with Severus, con- 


tinued 


[ 237 | 

tinued quiet. Then Severus brought 
under his ſubjeCtion all the ſtrong Pla- 
ces in Europe, except Byzantium, and 
| made his approaches to Rome, ſecuring 
himſelf Day and Night in the midſt of 
fix hundred of the choiceſt Men of his 
Army. 

When Julianus had intelligence of his 
march, he got him declar'd an Enemy 
to the Empire by Decree of the Senate, 
and prepard for Battel, Rome was 
chang'd as 'twere into a Camp, where 
nothing was to be ſeen but preparations 
for War, Soldiers, Horſes and Elephants 
training up for Service. The Inhabi- 
- tants of the City, and the Neighbour- 
ing Peaſants fear'd nothing ſo much as 
the violences of the Soldiery. The 
Companies of Guards who had been 
accuſtom'd to a ſoft and lazy Life, and 
knew nothing of their Duty, were a 
jeſt to us. The Marine Soldiers that 
were drawn out of the Fleet, had for- 
got their Exerciſes. Yet more, the Ele- 
phants grown wild at the ſight of Hor- 
ſes, would ſuffer no body to mount 
them. But nothing made us laugh fo 
much, as to ſee the Palace ſhut up, and 
barricado' d round. For Julianus , be- 

10g 
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' ing perſwaded that Pertizax had never 


been kill'd by a ſedition of the Soldiers, 
if the Palace at that time had been {© 
fortified, was in hopes that in caſe he 
had the Misfortune to loſe the Battel, 
he might there ſave his Life. In the 
mean time he put to death Letus and 


Marcia, and thus all thoſe who had con- 


ſpir'd againſt Commodus, were taken out 
of the World : For Narciſſus who ſtrang- 
led him, was ſince expos'd to the Beaſts 


by the command of Severus, and while 
| they were tearing him to pieces, the 


Herald cried out with a loud Voice, 
Behold the Man that ſtrangled Comme- 


 dus. Fuliauus put to Death a great 


number of Children to practice the Ma- 


_ gick Art upon their Bodies, from an 0- 


pinion, that if 'twere poſlible by means 
of this Art to find out the Misfortunes 
that threatned him, it might be like- 


_ wiſe poſlible to avoid them. Beſides he 


ſent ſeveral Perſons to attempt to aſlaſli- 


nate Severus by ſurprize. But after he had 
_entred into /taly, had taken Ravenna 


without difficulty, and that they who 
had receiv'd orders to perſwade him to 
return, or to hinder him from advan- 


_cing further, had declar'd for him, and 


that 


Cn - 
that the Guards in which J«/:zanus had 
put his principal truſt began to loſe Cou- 
rage, we were aſſembled by Julzanus, and 
exhorted to declare Severus his Collegye 
in the Government of the Empire. In 
the mean time the Soldiers of the Guards, 
repoſing confidence in ſome Letters by 
which Severus had promis'd they ſhould 
receive no hurt provided they would con- 
 tinue quiet, and deliver up thoſe who 
| had kill'd Pertinax, ſeiz'd them, and gave 
notice of it to S:z/zus Meſſala the Conſul. 
He ſummon'd us immediately in the 
Temple of Minerva, which was ſo call'd 
from thoſe who perform their Exerciſes 
there, and reported to us what the Soldi- 
ers had given him advice of. Upon which 
we condemn'd Juliazus to Death, de- 
clar'd Severus Emperor, and decreed that 
Divine Honours {hould be paid to Perti- 

nax. Julianus was kill d in his Palace, 
and only faid as he was dying, * What 
* hurt have I done, and whom have I 
* put to Death? He liv'd ſixty Years, 
four Months, and four Days, and 
reign'd but two Months and ten Days. 
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THE 
+ 1 i N 
OF THE 
EMPEROR 


S' ELVERUS 
\E 4 F R US being thus come to 
| the Empire, condemn'd thole to 

” Death who had kill d Pertinax, 
and before he entred Rowe ſent for the 
reſt of the Guards, had them encom- 
paſsd in a Plain ere they knew any 
thing of his deſign, reproach'd them 
ſeverely with their Treachery to their 
Emperor,-; took away their Arms and 
their Horſes, and forbid them to go 
| back to Rome. They were forc'd to 
quit their Arms and their Horſes, threw 
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[ 242 ] 
off their Saſkes, and were deſpers'd. One 
of them perceiving that his Hotſe tol- 
low'd him, and would not leave him, 
kill'd his Horſe and then himſel;. They 
_ who were preſent, imagin'd they ob- 
ſerv'd in the Horſe tokens of Joy, as 
if he were ptcas d to ate in this manner. 
Severas arriv'd at R-me on Horſcback 
in the Habit of a Cavalier, He diſ- 
mounted at the Gate, and entred the 
City on foot with a Gown. -He was 
followed by all the Troops, as well 
Horte as Foot. This Entry was one of 
the molt Magnificent Sights I ever ſaw. 
All the Streets were adorn'd with Flow- 
ers and Lawrel-branches, and Tape- 
{tries, and a valſ\t number Flambeaus 
and other Lights, The Inhabitants were / 
all in White, and made the Air ring 
with Acclamations of Joy. The Soldi- 
ers were under their Arms, and march'd 
in excellent order, as at a Triumph. 
We were likewiſe there in Body, with 
Ornaments ſuitable to our Dignity. The 
People prefs'd extreamly to ſee him, 'and 
to hear him ſpeak, as if his new Power 
had changd him from what he was 
before. When he was come to the Se- 
nate, he confirmd us in the _— 
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- "tan 
of a favour which had been formerly 
_ granted us by the beſt Emperors, which 
was, that he would never put to Death 
any of our Order. He was not con- 
tented to oblige himſelf by Oath, but 
would have a Decree of the Senate, by 
_ virtue of which thoſe Emperors who 
ſhould order the Death of a Senator, 
the Miniſters of their Fury, and the 
Children both of one and the other, 
were to be declar'd Enemies of the State. 
Yet he was the firſt that intring'd this 
Law in putting to Death ſeveral Sena- 
tors, and among others Julius Solon, by 
| Whoſe hand it was written. He did fe- 
veral other things that very much dif- 
pleas'd the Senators, and the reſt of the 
Citizens. Particularly, I have known 
ſome who blam'd him for having Guards 
of Foreigners, and filling the City with 
Soldiers of terrible Aſpets, and in- 
tractable in their way of Living, and for 
diſmiſſing thoſe his Predeceſlors had en- 
tertain'd till then, who came either out 
of ltaly, Spain, Macedon or Bavaria, 
Which Countries produce Men of an a- 
grecable Aſpect, and converiable Tem- 
per. 


R 2 Seve- 
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Severus long before he came to the 


Empire , had Preſages 'of his future. 


Greatneſs, When he was firſt receiv'd 
in the Senate, he dreamt that he fuck'd 
a Wolf hke Romulus. When the marrt- 
ed Julia, he imagin'd in his-Sleep that 
Fauſtina the Wife of Marcus Aurelins 
the Emperor, prepar d his Marriage-bed 
in the Temple of Yenas, near. the Pa- 


lace. Another time he thought his 


Hand was a Spring, trom whence there 
ifſued a vaſt quantity of Water. Yet 
more, at the time he was Pretor. at Ly- 


_ ons, he dreamt that the whole Roman 


Army came to compliment him. Ano- 
ther time he fancied he was carried to 
a very ligh place, from whence he dil- 
cover'd the vaſt Machine of Earth. and 
Sea, and having touch'd it, it return'd 
a moſt agreeable ſound like an Inſtru- 
ment of Muſick. He likewiſe thought 
thar he had mounted a Horſe with eaſe 
in a publick place of Rome, that would 


- not ſuffer Pertizax, but had thrown him 


to the Ground. Beſides all theſe Dreams, 
Severus had done an -Adtion in his 


Youth, which might have been regard- 


ed as a ſign of his future Greatneſs, 
wih:ch was Is ſeating himſelf through 
pip | TD inad- 


Bt 
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inadvertencv in the Emperor's Chair. 
But to have done with theſe Matters, as 
ſoon as he was plac'd in the Empire, as 
|] have -related, he orderd a Monument 
to be erected in honour of Pertinax, 
like one of thoſe that us'd to be rais'd 
to ſuch as were admitted into the num- 
ber of the Gods, and directed that his 
name ſhould be us'd in the publick Pray- 
_ ers, and in Oaths. He likewiſe com- 
manded his Statue of Gold to be brought 
into the Circus, upon a Chariot drawn 
by Elephants, and three Golden Thrones 
to be erected to his honour 1 th the other 

Theatres. | 
The Ceremony of the Funeral of Per- 
tinax, though he had been long dead, 
was as follows. A ſtately Mauſoleum 
was ſet up in the publick Place, with 
Stairs oh Wood above rhoſe of Stone, 
and over-that an Edifice without Walls, 
ſupported by Columns of Ivory in- 
rich'd with Gold. The Bed was cover'd 
with Purple embroider'd with Gold, and 
about it were the Heads of all ſorts of 
| Land and Sea Animals. Upon the Bed 
was a Waxen Image of Pertinax, re- 
preſented in a triumphal Habit. A hand- 
om youth defended it from the Flies 
\ with 
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with a Fan of Peacocks Feathers, as it 
was cuſtomary when Pertinax was a- 
live and aſleep. Severus, the Senators 
and their Wives came in mourning Ha- 
bits upon the place where this Repre- 
ſentation was, the Senators ſat down 

 diſcover'd, and their Wives with their 
faces cover d under the Galleries. Af- 
ter we were "the fol manner, the 
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Pomp began in the following 'order. 
Firſt, the Statues of the moſt 1luſtrious 
Romans of Antiquity ,paſs'd by, after 
them Quires of Children and Men that 
ſung mournful Airs upon the Death of 
the late Emperor. Then appear d all 
the Nations that were Subjefs of the 
Empire, repreſented by Suro of Braſs 
in proper Habits, and then Citizens of 
all Conditions ; after them the Heralds, 
_ and other Officers of that kind. Next 
paſs'd by the Statues of Men, who had 
been famous in their Profeſſions. Then 
armd Men on foot and Horſeback, the 
 War-horſes, and the. reſt of the Equi- 
| pages that had been furniflYd either by 
_ the Emperor, or the Senators, by the 
Ladies, by the moſt conſiderable Knights, 
and by the Communities-of Cities. At 
laſt was carried an Altar of Gold adorn 'd 
with 
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with Ivory and Jewels brought from 
the undies, When all this State was - 
paſs d in this order, Severxs ſpoke the 
Funeral Oration. We interrupted him 
ſeveral times by our Acclamations and 
_ Sighs, but we redoubled them when he — 
had made an end of ſpeaking, for we 
could ngt be: weary of publiſhing the 
Praiſes /of the deceasd Pririce, and of 
exprelling our grief. for his loſs. When 
they were preparing to take up the Bed, 
we ſet up a terrible mournful noiſe. 

It was lifted up by the Prieſts-and the. 
Magiſtrates, as well thoſe who were 
then in Office, as thoſe that were de- 
 fga'd for the following year. They 
gave it to the Knights who bore it a- 
long. Some of our Order walk'd be- Wh 
fore it, and among them fome that = 
were unſeignedly tbuch'd with Grief,and | L8'| 
others that mix d their V oices- with the TR 
ſound of Flutes, to form a mourntul _ 18 
Conſort. The Emperor was the lail of ... =- 
the Company. We came in this order - 
to the held of Mars, where there was : 
a Pile prepard in form of a Tower, 
triangular, adorn'd with Ivory, Gold , 
and Statues. On the top was a Golden 
Char, that Pertinax was wont to ule. 
os R 4 -:" Agr 
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After they had put every thing on the 
| Pile that was neceſſary for the Funeral, 
the Bed was plac'd upon it. Severus and 
the Relations of Pertizax having kifs'd 
the Waxon Image, Severus aſcended his 
Throne, and the Senators the Scaffolds 
that had been prepar'd for them, that 
they might ſce the Ceremony without 
danger or inconvenience. The Magi- 
{trates - and Knights were afterwards 
plac'd, every one in his -Rank. The 
Soldiers both Foot and Horſe, made ſe- 
veral tours about the Pile, to which at 
length the Conſuls fer fire, after which 
_ an Eagle that had been fix'd to it flew 
up'to the Clouds; and thus Pertinax was 
put into the number of the Gods. 
_ When Severus had perform'd theſe 
Honours to the Memory of his Prede- 
cellor, he applied himſelf to the War he 
had to fuſtain againſt Niger his Competi- 
tor {or the Sovereign Power. He was by 
Original an Fralian, of the Body of the 
Roman Knights, who having nothing in. 
him that was extraordinary either in 
iis Vertucs or Defects, could not fur- 
nith ample matter for Praiſe, - or for 
Blame. He had ſeveral Licutenants, a- 
mong whom Emilian excelld by his ex- 
Prenes 


. = 
perience in the Art of War, by his ca- 
pacity for Buſineſs, and the advantagi- 
ous teſtimony that ſeveral foreign Na- 
tions had given of his Merit. Niger 
went immediately to Byzantium, then 
led his Army to Perinthus, where ha- 
ving receivd ſome unlucky Preſages, 
he was ſtruck with a great Conſterna- 
tion. An Eagle, it ſeems, that had 
perch'd upon a Soldier's Statue, could 
not be driven away, but ſtay'd till ſhe 
was taken. Yet more, ſome Bees had 
ſwarm'd upon his Standards, and upon 
| his own Statues. Theſe ſigns that ap- 
peard ominous to him, having oblig'd 
him to return to Byzantium, Emilian his 
| Lieutenant came to blows with the Ge- 
nerals of Severus, was defeated, and 
ſlain. There was after that another ve- 
ry ſharp and doubtful Bartel in the Straits 
of Nice and Cies, in which Niger's Ar- 
my fought without giving ground in 
an open Plain, and that of Severus up- 
_ on the Hills, till Nzgers Men got into 
_ ſome Veſſels that were in a Neighbour- 
ing Lake, and from thence pour'd -up- 
on the Enemy. | The Troops of - 
ras, which Candidus commanded , 
firſt got the advantage by favour of te 
_ Polits 
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Poſts they had gain'd. But the Army 
of Nzger being animated by his Pre- 
ſence, repuls'd that of Severus, and got 
the better in their turn, When Candi- 
dus perceiv'd that his Men began to fly, 
he reproach'd thoſe who carried the 
Standards with Cowardice, and comman- 
ded them to return againſt the Enemy. 
Shame giving life to their Courage , 
they fell briskly upon the Troops of 
Niger, defcated them, and had entirely 
cut them to pieces, it they had not 
made their eſcape to a neighbouring Ci- 
ty by favour of the Night. 

There was {till another very ſharp and 
very obſlinate fight at Pylus, between 
the Army of Severus commanded by 
Palerian and Anulin, and that of Niger 
commanded by himſelf. The place 
where this Battel was fought was call'd 
Pylus in Cilicia, as I have ſaid, becauſe 
on one fide it was ſurrounded with ve- 
ry rough Mountains, and on the other 
with Precipices that extend themſelves 
to the very Sea. Niger had diſpos'd his 
Army upon a Hill that was ſtrong by 
ſituation. He had plac'd in the Van- 
guard his heavy Troops, and behind 
them the Archers and Slingers, to ys 
end, 
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end that the one might ſtop the Ene- 
my by their firmneſs, and. the others 


draw upon ther at a diſtance. He was: 


ſafe on one ſide by Precipices, which 


_ 2s I have faid, extend to the Sea, and 

on the other by a Foreſt, whoſe en- 
' trance was very thick, and of difficult 
acceſs. He put the Baggage behind the 


Army to deprive Cowards of the means 


of flight. Anulin having obſervd this 
order of the Enemies Army, made a 


diſpoſition of that of Severus in this 
manner. He put in the Van his heavy 
Troops, and behind all thoſe that were 


lightly arm'd. He ſent all his Horſe 


under the conduct of Yalerian to ſur- 
round the Foreſt, if twere poſſible. In 
the beginning of the fight the Army of 
Severus diſpos'd themſelves in form of 
the Tortoiſe, and made it long depend- 


ing. A little after Nigers Army feemd 


to get the better by a ſuperiority of 
Forces, and the advantage of ſeveral 
Poſts he had poſlefsd himſelf of, and 
tis not to be doubted, but he had got 


an entire Victory, if in the midſt of a_ 


mighty calm the Clouds had not ga- 
ther'd of a ſudden}, and caus'd a terrible 


Storm, in which Lightning, Thunder, 


Wind 


k 
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Wind and Rain! were mingled, and dart- 
ed as twere upon the faces of Nipger's 
Men, without incommoding thoſe of 
| Severas. This accident raisd the Cou- 
rage of the orie, by perſwading them 
that the Gods fought on their (ide, 'and 
depreſs d that of the other, by letting 
Ain ſee that Heaven was againſt them. 
Thus one fide fought above their ſtrength, 
and the other loſt their ſtrength by 
fear. When Niger's Troops began to 
fly, Palerian appearing ſtop'd them, 
but Anulix falling upon them on ano-" 
ther fide at the ſame time, they began 
agen to fly, and to diſperſe themſelves 
on all {ides. The Slaughter was very 
great, and there remaind upon the 
place twenty thouſand Men of Niger's 
Party. Tis faid, this defeat had been 
foretold to a Prieſt in a Dream. While 
Severus was in Pannonia, a Prieſt of Ju- 
piter dreamt he ſaw a black Man fall 
upon his Army, which Man was after- 
wards cut to pieces. The City of - 4#u- 
tioch being taken ſoon after, Niger found 
means to eſcape, and to retire towards 
the Exphrates, where he hop'd heſhould 

be ſafe, but being purſued and taken by 
the Troops of Severus, he loſt his Head. 


The 
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The Emperor order'd it to be carried 
to Byzantium, and fix'd to a Croſs, that 
the Inhabitants of that place might be 
excited by ſuch a ſpeCtacle:to come over 
to his Party. ly oy 
_ When Severus had got the Viaory, 
he condemn'd thoſe who had followed 
Niger. There was among, them a Sena- 
tor, whoſe name was Caſius Clena, who 
at the very time he was condemn'd, 
ſpoke to him with abundance of Liber- 
ty. * Without being tied, ſaid he to 
* him, by any -particular engagement 
* either to you or Nzger, I happen'd to 
© be of his Party, and I obey'd the ne- 
* ceſſity of the time, which engag'd me 
* rather in purſuit of Julianus, than to 
* make War upon you. : I, have there- 
* fore committed. no fault, neither when 
* at firſt 1 folow'd your: Party, nor af- 
* terwards, when I continued. faithful to 
© him whom: the Gods. had | appointed 
* for my; Mafter. You ought not theg 
*.to: conſider. ſo much our Perſons and 
*-our Names, as. the -prefent': ſtate of 
© Afairs, . You :cannot; condemn me, 
* without condemning at: the fame time 
*. your ſelf and your Friends. I amſen- 
*-ſible there are. no Judges on Larth, 
C15 | to 
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* to whoſe Authority you are ſubject ; 
© but yet what independance ſoever you 
* may aſcribe to your ſelf, you are li- 
© able notwithſtanding to have your Aci- 
* ons examin'd by Poſterity. Futurity 
* will not efface the Judgment which 
© the publick Voice ſhall pronounce a- 
© oainſt you, but will continue to be- 
* lieve, that you condemn us for a Crime 
* that was nothing but a pure Misfor- 
© tune. Severus admir'd the generoſity 
_ of his Diſcourſe, and not only gave him. 
his Lite, but left him in the poſſeſſion of 
half his Eſtate. WE ke : 

The People of Byzantium perform'd 
very great things, both before and at- 
rer the Death of Niger. The ſituation 
of their City 15 made very commodi- 
ous by the Neighbourhood of the 7cr- 
re Firme, that encompaſs it on both 
fides, and of the Sea which divides 
_ them, and 'tis no leſs ſtrong than Com- 
modious. It is built upon a high Ground, 
at the foot of which the Sea of Poytw 
runs with an impetuous Motion, and 
winding a little to the left, makes a 
Gulph and a Port, and diſcharges it ſelf 
into the Propoytis, The City had for- 
merly very ſtrong Walls. They yn 
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ſupported by Ramparts and folid Stru- 
tures. They had ſuch a breadth, that 
one might walk at eaſe uporrthem, and 
there was a cover that made the Guard 
ſecure. There were alſo ſeveral great 
Towers with Gates, by which there was 
a Communication one with another. 
They were ſituated in an oblique Line 
with reſpect to each other, ſo that they. 
 inclosd in ſome meaſure the ſpace that 
was between them. There was likewiſe 
oppoſite to the Terra firma, a Citadel 

_ of an extream height, which made the 
defence of them on that ſide very eafie. 
On the ſide of the Sea the Walls were . 
very low, becauſe they were ſufticient= _ 
ly defended by the Rocks upon which 

| they were built, and by the impetuous 
Current of the Boſphorus which paſs'd 
beneath them, beſides that the two 

_ Gates were ſecur'd with Chains. Yet 
further, the Port had two Promonto- 
ries on which two Towers were built, 
that ſo entirely commanded that part 

_ of the Sea, 'that 'twas dangerous for 
ſirangers to appear there. But nothing 
was of ſuch advantage to the ſituation 
of this City as-the Boſphorus, whoſe 
Current infallibly drives to Land all rhe 
Hem # Ships 
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( 256 ] 
Ships that! come - into it, which makes 
it as : dreadful to Enemies, as 'tis agree- 
able | to Friends. Beſides theſe Fortifi- 
cations which Art and Nature had 
brought to Byzantium, it had (ltill many 
he admirable proviſions for its Sequ- 
rity. The Walls were furniſh'd with 
all forts of Machines, ſome of which 
were proper to be charg'd with great 
pieces of Wood and Stones, to be usd 
againit an approaching Enemy, others 
with little Stones, Darts and Javelins for 
thole who were at greater diſtance, fo 
' that it was not poſiible to remain out 


of the place without | being exposd to 


very great danger. There were alſo 
your Grapling-Irons, or Iron-hands that 
might be thrown out of a ſudden, and 
drawn back with an equal Celerity. The 
greateſt part. of theſe Machines and 
Veſlels had been made by Priſcus my 
 Country-man, whole Life was favd by 
Severus in conſideration of ' his Art. For 
hearing that he was condemn'd, and that 
he was excellent in Mechanicks and hot- 
tifications, he put a ſtop to the Ex 
on, and afterwards made uſe of him i in} 
ſeveral Military Expeditions, and prin- 
_ cipally in the Siege of Atra, where Rs 
4- 
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_ Machines were too hard ſor the Artifici- 
_ al firesof the Beſteged. 


The People of- + wr had about 


five hundred Veſkls, whereof the great- 
eſt patt-had but one. Oar. Some few 


of them had a pair of Oars; © Some 


- had:a double Steerage, one at the Prow, 
and the' other at the Stern, and two Pi- 
- lots ito advance and retreat with more 
celerity,' and to'be always ready to 
ſurprize the Enemy. The Inhabitants 
_ of | this Gity wade. themſelves admir'd 


for the: -examples they afforded both 


| for Valour in Attacks, and Conſtancy 
in their - Miſeries,' when they ſuſtaind 
a three years Siege [againſt the Fleets 
of the; whole Univerſe. 1 ſhall here 
relate ſome of their moſt . remarka- 
ble Actians. They ſurpriz'd a great 


number of Veſſels. Got faced into their 
Neighbourhood, | and made themſelves 
Matters of ther: by a ſuperior dexteri- 
ty in attacking them. They rook ſome 
Gallies 'in the very Ports of their Ene- 


mies, having cut their Cables, and fa- 
| ſtend them to their own Boats, by 
which means they drew them along in- 


to Harbour. Sometimes they took Mer- 


chant-Men by ws aaa that pre- 


tended 
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tended to have been taken " force, and 
after they had 'given' 'them-an-over- | 


Seat orice for their Effects, | they ſet 
at Liberty: When they had ſpent 


by their Proviſions) and were: ſeverely 


preſs'd by the Beſiegers withont hopes 


of 'any+ relief, they: continued» to de- 


ferid themſelves with the urmoſt V:igour.. 


They -pull'd down their Houſes 'to re- 


pair their Boats, and' made uſe 'of their 
Wives Hair for Cordage. When they 


aw the I aha 28 upon the Body I 
| of ithe Wall, they lanc'd upon''them” 
with their Maetsnes charg'd with great 


Stones, for which they had demoliſh'd 


"their "Theatre, {their -Statues,” and other 
| Figures of curious Workmanſhip. When- 


their Proviſions 'were quite conſum'd 


_ they fed upon Leather, and when that 
 was-gone, they-'put to Sea at" the ftor- 
my Heaſorf 


of the-year when no Enemies 
were”to be found, reſolv'd'/ either to 


 getFood; or an occaſion to die. -'Thus 
landing 'where they could:, they laid 
the Country waſt, and carried © every 
thing they could meet with; When 


thole who remaind in the. City telt 


_ themſelves preſs'd. with extream Hun- 
Ber, hey had recourſe to the ſtrangeti 


piece 


I Is 
piece of Inhumanity that ever entred 
into the minds of Men ; they fought 
with one another through a deſperate 


neceſſity of being reduc'd either to die, 


| or to feed upon each other's Bodies. 


Some of them, who abhorr'd ſo barba- 
'rous a thing, embark'd in their Boats 
to trv to ſave themſelves, and put to 
Sea in a dreadful Storm. But they 
were unſucceſsful in their Enterptize, for 
the Romans ſeeing them diſpers'd by the 
violence of the Winds and Waves, and 
obſerving that their Veſſels were ſo hea- 
 vy laden, that they could ſcarce bear 


up above Water, fell in with them, and 


deſtroy d them without fighting, by the 
violence of the Shocks they gave them. 

How eager ſoever theſe miſerable Peo- 
- ple were to defend themſelves, they 


we were depriv'd of all poilible means of 


... doing it. If they attempted to make 
_*theireſcape, they were either founder'd 
at Sea by the violence of the Storms, 


or taken by the Romans. The Inhabi- 


tants, who ſaw. from the top of their 
Walls this diſmal Spectacle, fill'd the 
Air with Lamentations, and invok'd the 


_ aſſiſtance of Heaven. But when they 
law that all their Ships were deſtroy'd 
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tended to have been (taken by force, and 
_ after they had Piven” 'them-an-:over- 


grew price for their Effets;'! they ſet 
mart 


Liberty!” .When they had! ſpent 


all thetr Provikois) ind were?ſeverely 
preſs d by the Beſiegers withont hopes 
_ of 'any. relief, they: continued? toi: de» 


fend themſelves with the urmoſt Vigour. 


They 'pull'd down their Houſes 'to re- 


pair | their Boats, and: made uſe-of their 
ives Hair for Cordage. [When they 
ſaw the Beſiegers lodg'd upon the Body 


cf the Wall; they Janc'd upan''them 
\ with their Machines charg'd: with great 
Stones, for which they had Jemoliſh'd 
: "their Theatre, {rhar -Statues,” and: other 


| Figures of curious Workmanſhip. When 


their 'Proviſions 'were quite  conſum'd 


| they fed upon-Leather, ' and when that 
 was\gone, \they-'put to 'Sea :atithe ſtor- 
_my teaſorf, 


of the-year when no: Enemies 
were” to be found, reſoly'd'; either to 
get Food; or an occaſion to die.: Thus 
landing ' where they could , they laid 
the Country waſt, and carried of every 


"thing they could meet with; When” 


thole who remaind in the : City felt 


themſelves preſs'd: with extream Hun- 
Ber, they had recourſe to the ſtrangeſt 
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piece of Inhumanity thit ever entred 


into the minds of Men; they fought 
with one another through a deſperate 


neceſſity of being reduc'd either to die, 
' or to feed upon each other's Bodies. 
Some of them, who abhorr'd ſo barba- 
rous a thing, embark'd in their Boats 
to trv to ſave themſelves, and put to 
Sea in a dreadful Storm. But they 
were unſucceſsful in their Enterprize, for 
| the Romans ſeeing them diſpers'd by the 
violence of the Winds and Waves, and 
obſerving . that their Veſſels were ſo hea- 
vy laden, that they could ſcarce bear 
up above Water, fell in with them, and 
deſtroyd them without fighting, by the 
Solan of the Shocks they gave them. 
How eager ſober theſe miſerable Peo- 
'- ple were to defend themſelves, they 
:, were depriv'd of all pollible means of - 
.., doing it. If they attempted to make 
 *theireſcape, they were either founder'd 
at Sea by the violence of the Storms, 

_ or taken by the Romans. The Inhabi- 

' tants, who ſaw from the top. of their 

Walls this diſmal SpeRacle, fill'd the 
Air with Lamentations, and invok'd the 
aſſiſtance of Heaven. But when they 
_ {aw that all their Ships were deſtroy'd 
a oy rd or 
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or taken, they plung'd themſelves in. 
Tears, and during the reſt of the Day 

and the following Night, abandon' : 
| themſelves to Grief and Deſpair. The 
Sea was cover'd with Wrecks, and wafſt- 
ed to the Iſlands, and as far as Afia the 
deplorable remnants of this Shipwrack, 
ſooner than they could any other way | 
receive intelligence of it. The next 
day repreſented the Image of this fatal 
accident more dreadful, than it had ap- 
pear d during the obſcurity of the Night, 
in diſcovering a prodigious quantity of 
Blood, and a confus'd heap of dead Bo- 
dies that infeRed the Shoar. This un- | 
happy City being thus conſtrain'd to 

yield, the Soldiers and Perſons of Note 

were put to the Sword. There was a- 
Wreſtler who had done great ſervice du- 

ring the Siege, and had extreamly in- 


__ commoded the Beſiegers, This Man 


having by ſome overſight been left out 
of the number of thoſe who were put 
to the Sword, was determin'd to die 
with the reſt, and for that purpoſe ſtruck 
a Roman Soldier, and kick'd another, to 
the end that by ſuch a Provocation they 


might kill. him, which rhey did. Se- 


verus, Who was then in Meſopotamia, 
was 
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was (o tranſported with the wews of 
the Surrender of this City, that he ſaid 
| to his Officers, who were about him 
with a particular Emphaſis, © At aſt 
© we have taken Byzantium, Hedepriv'd 
it of its Rights and Franchiſes, impos'd 
a Tribute upon it, confiſcated the E- 
ſtates of the Citizens, and made them 
ſubjeR'to thoſe of Perinthus, who made 
a very inſolent uſe of this Advantage, 
How juſt ſoever this Pumſhment might 
appear that Severus inflicted upon this. 
conquer'd People, they laid itextream-_ 
ly to heart, becauſe by demoliſhin 
their Walls, they were deprivd © 
the ſatisfation and pride they were 
wont to take, when they ſhew'd them 
to Strangers who us'd to admire their 
Magnificence. It is to be confeſs d like- 
wiſe that when Severus deſtroy'd them, 
he ruin'd the Bulwark that cover'd the 
Romans from the incurſions of the Bar- 
barians, and the Fort from whence the 
Barbarians had ſeen the Romans break 
out to make Irruptions upon them. TI 
have ſeen the Ruines, whici appear'd 
to me as deplorable, as if they had been 
causd not by Romans, but by the moſt 
barbarous and inhuman People on the 
EW Farth, 
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Earth. IT had ſeen the Works of this : 


City before they were demoliſh'd, and 
had heard the famous Eccho there. 
There were from the Thracian Gate to 
the Sea ſeven Towers, the firſt of which 


 madeſuch a reverberation of a Sound, 


that if one ſpoke or made any other 
noiſe within it, the Noiſe or Voice was 
carried to the ſecond, from thence to 
| the third; and fo to the reſt in the ſame 
order. But. if one ſpoke or made any 
noiſe in any of them but the firſt, they 
would not return the Sound. 

During the Siege of Byzantium Seve- 
rus, through the ſingle Motive of Glo-- 
ry, "undertook a War againſt the Oſroe- 
tans, the Adiabenians, and the Arabians. 
When he had paſsd the Euphrates, he 
found a Country 10 extreamly parch'd 


with the hears of the Sun, that he ran 


the riſque of Jol;ng the greateſt part of 
his Army there. Latitude, Heat, and 
| Puſt incommoded them to that degree, 
that being no longer able to march or 
fpcak, rhey had but juſt ſtrength e- 
novgh leit to ſay in a teeble tone, Wa- 
ter, Water, A Spring appear'd at length, 
and Severus no lefs altoniſh'd than be- 
fore, call for a Cup and eats. 

Seth "MI 
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of the. whole Army, which afterwards 
by drinking of it recover'd their Spirits. 
Severus going to Nifbis continued there, 


and ſent Laternus, Candidus, and” Te 


zusinto the Countries of the People 
| have mention'd, who laid them waſt, 
and took their Cities. The happy ſac- 
ceſs of this Expedition, made the-Em- 
peror ſo excelſively vain, that he' took 
it for granted he excell'd all Mankind in 
Prudence and Valour.. White he was 
entertaining himſelf with ſuch ſwelling 


Thoughts, there happen'd a very ſtrange 


Accident to him. A famous Robber 
call'd Claudius, who had made himſelf 


formidable in Tudza and Syria, and had” 


been very ſtrictly fearch'd for but in 


vain, came and preſented himfelf to him 


at the head of a _4a Troop of Horſe, as if 
he had been a"Fribune, made him 4 
Compliment, and return'd without be- 
ing diſcoverd, or even taken after- 
wards, The Scythians intending at the 
fame time to take Arms, were diverted 
from it by a Tempeſt that roſe during 
their Conſultations, and which was at- 
tended with violent Rain, Thunder and 
Lightning, whereby three of the chic: 
Men of their Nation were Kill d. S-- 
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verus dividing his., Army a ſecond time 
into three Bodies, gave one to Letus, 
another to Anulin, and the third to 
Probus, and detach'd them to three Pla- 
ces of the Empire, which they main- 
tain'd with much difficulty. He be- 
ſtow d great Priviledges upon Ni/bis, 
and the Government of 1t upon a Ro- 
man Knight. He boaſted of having 
conquerd a vaſt extent of Land, which 
he had made a Bulwark to cover Syria. 


But the Event has but too well made 


known, that this Conqueſt has been 
more burthenſom than uſeful, fince it 
has engag'd us in continual Wars, and 
prodigious Expences. i 
Theſe foreign Wars had fo wholly ta- 
ken up his thoughts, that he had ſcarce 
any reſpite before he found himſelf en- 
oag'd in a Civil War with Albinas, to 
whom, aſter he had defeated Nzger, and 


 diſpos'd his Aﬀairs according to his de- 


ſire, he would not grant the Title of 
Cz/ar, nor the Honours annexd to that 
Title, though the other gave him to 
underſtand, that he could not be fatiſ- 
fied without them, and pretended to 
ſhare with him the Imperial Dignity. 
We of the Senate liv'd in peace _ 4 
the 
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the buſtle of Arrfis that mov'd the U- 
niverſe, and without ſiding with any 
Party, were contented to declare our 
Sentiments to our moſt familiar Friends, 
and to communicate our Hopes and Fears 
one to another, The People were not 
ſo moderate, and could not forbear 
publiſhing their diſcontent. For when 
they were aſſembled in great numbers 
to ſee the Sports of the C7rcas upon the 
laſt day that preceded the Saturnalza, 
I went thither in Perſon with the Con- 
ſul who was my Friend, and carefully 
obſerv'd all that paſs'd, which enables me 
to make a very faithful relation of it. 
The People ſaw ſeveral Chariot-cour- 
ſes, ſix againſt ſix, as 'twas practis'd in 
the time of Cleander, and ſaw them 
_ without their uſual Acclamations. As 
ſoon as this courſe was over, and they 
were preparing to begin a ſecond, all 
the People who had obſervd till then 
a profound Silence, clap'd their Hands 
of a ſudden, and call'd aloud for ſome 
good wiſhes in favour of the State. Af- 
ter they had wiſh d Eternal Happineſs 
to Rome, and call'd it Imperial City, 
and Immortal, they cried out,.* How 
_* long muſt we live in this —_ 

| © c On- 
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* Condition, and ſuſtain ſuch cruel Wars?. 
They ſaid other things of the like na- 
ture, and then applied themſelves to 
the Sports again. It look'd as if they 
had been excited by ſome Genius to 
make thoſe Exclamations, eſpecially 
ſince tis in a manner impoſſible, hu- 
manly ſpeaking, that ſuch numbers of 
People ſhould agree to pronounce at the = 
ſame inſtant the ſame Words, and the 
ſame Syllables. But if we were ſur- 
priz'd at theſe popular Acclamations, 
we were yet more amaz'd at the Aames 
that appear'd in the Night towards the 
North, which ſeem'd to threaten Rome 
and the Heavens themſelves with a ge- 
_neral Conflagration. But nothing atto- 
 niſhd us ſo much as a ſhower of Rain 
_ of the colour of Silver, that fell in 
_ the Street of Auguſtus. [ did not ſce it 


fall, but I ear x it carefully after it 
fell, and blanch'd ſome pieces. of Tin 
with i it, which preſerv'd their Whiteneſs 
bur three days, and chang'd again to 
their natural colour. / \ 

Numerian, a Schoolmaſter in Rome, 
going upon ſome occaſion into Gaul 
pretended to be a Senator ſent by Seve- 


rus to oy Troops, actually raisd ſome, 
defeated 


JL je 
deſeated a Party of Horſe that belong'd 
to Albinus, and did ſome other memo- 
rable Actions, -—- Severus believing he 
was indeed a Senator, wrote to him, 
commended his Valour, and encourag'd 
him to raiſe more Troops. Thereupon 
avgmenting his numbers he perform'd_ 
fill greater Exploits, and got a Maſs of 
Treaſure that amounted to ſeven thou- 
fand ſeven hundred and fifty Drachma's, 
- Which he ſent to the Emperor. Com- 
ing afterwards to wait upon him he 
frankly told him the truth, and in ſtead 
of deſiring to be prefterr'd to the Dig- 
nity of a Senator, would accept of net- 
_ ther Riches nor Honours in conſidera- 
tion of his Services, and was content= 
ed to live in the Country upon a very 
moderate Revenue, which he receiv d 
from the Emperor's Generoſity. - 

The Battel between the two Compe- 
_ titors {or the Empire, was fought near 
Lyons. There were fifty thouſand Men 
of a ſide, with Severus and Albinus at 
the Head'of them, for in all appear- 
ance this Battel was to determine not 
only their Fortunes, but their Lives. Se- 
verus had never becn preſent in an En- 
gagement before. Yet he evo Al- 

bins 
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binus in experience of War, as he was 
_ exceeded by him in Birth and Leatnin 
In the firſt encounter 4/binus had the 

advantage over Lupus, one of the Lieu- 
_ tenantsof Severus, and had cut off great 
part of his Men. The ſecond had a 
mixture of different and reciprocal Suc-_ 
celles. The left Wing of Albinuss Ar- 
my was at the firſt thock put into dif- 
order and routed. Now while Seve- 
ru's Men , inſtead of purſuing them, 
ſtopt ſhort to plunder their Baggage and 
Equipage, the Enemy having Ditches ' 
| before them coverd with Earth and 

Leafs, advanc'd upon the very borders 
of them; gave a Volley of Arrows, and 
retird out of a ſeeming fear. The Sol- 
diers of Severus's Army being provok'd 


at this Attack, and at the ſame time 


deſpiſing the retreat that followd it, 

advanc'd towards them with eager haſt, 
as if the Ground had been firm and ſe- 
cure, and fell diretly into the Snare. 
The next that follow'd them fell upon 


, them. They who were backward e- 


 nough to ſtop and retreat, broke the 
Ranks of thoſe who were behind. There 


| was a very great deſtruction of Men 


and Horſes that fell into theſe Ditches. Þ 
Gio > 
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They who were beyond then were gall'd 
| by the Darts to which they were ex- 
pos'd. Severus hearing of the danger 
they were in, advanc'd at the Head of 
his Guards to give them Succour. But 
in ſtead of bringing any Relief, he ex- 


pos'd himſelf and his Troops to the ha- 
zard of being all cut off. His Horſe 


was kill'd under him, and his Perſon 
- thus diſmounted ran a very-great riſque. 
_ When he ſaw his Men routed, he rent 
his  Cloaths, and threw himſelf in the 
midſt of them Sword in Hand, fobring 
| them back to the charge by his exam- 
ple, and the ſting of his Reproaches, or 


at leaſt to be involv'd in their Misfor- 


tune. Some of them aw'd by his Pre- 
ſence ſtop'd, and facing about fell foul 


upon one of their own Parties, whom 


they miſtook for their Foes: Then they 


attack'd their real Enemies, purſued 


them in their turn, and put them to 
the rout, The Horſe commanded by 
Letus charg'd them in Flank at the 
ſame time, and finiſh'd the Defeat. This 


Letus had been unconcern'd in the Atti- 
on as long as the event appear'd doubt- 


ful, in hopes that Severus and Albinus 
would deſtroy each other, and that 


thoſe 
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thoſe Soldiers who ſhould ſurvive the. 
Battel might chooſe him Emperor. But 
When he ſaw that Severus had won the 
Field, he purſu'd his Enemies, and fi- 
niſh'd the great Deciſion. 
This War extreamly diminiſh'd the 
Forces of the Empire, and took off {0 
vaſt a number of Men on both ſides, 
that the very Conquerors mourn'd for 
their Victory. The Field of Battel was 
cover'd with dead and wounded Bodies, 
and others that without wounds lay as 
*twere ,buried under a contus'd heap of 
Arms and mangled Members. Streams 
_ of Blood ſwell'd the River, and chang'd. 
its colour. Albinas fled to a Houle near 
the Rhone. But when he found it in- 
veſted he ſlew himſelf. Irelate the mat- 
ter juſt as it pafs'd, and not as Severus 
was pleasd to deſcribe it. He look'd 
very attentively upon Albinus's Body, 
and ſhewd by the motion of his Fyes, 
and by his Expreſlions, the ſatisfaQtion 
he took in ſeeing it, then commanding 
_ the,Trunk to be exposd, he ſent the 
Head to Rome, and order'd it to be fix d 
to a Croſs. The barbarity of this Acti- 
. on demonſtrated, that he had not one 
quality of a good Prince, But his haugh- 
ty 
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ty. way of writing to the Senate and 
People after the Victory, made it yer 
more maniteſt.. For while he was ſtill 
in Arms, he vented upon unarm'd Peo- 
ple all the venom of Indignation and 
Anger, that had long been gathering jn 
his: Heart. Nothing frightned us "ſo . 
much, as the fancy he took to be call d 
the Son of Marcas Aurelius, and Brother 
of Commodus. Yet further, he beſtow'd 
Divine Honours upon the laſt, tho he 
had formerly blackned his Memory. As 
he was one day reading in the Senate a 
Diſcourſe which he had compos'd, in 
which after he had commended the Ri- 
gour and Cruelty of Sy//a, Marizs, and 
Auguſtus, as the only means to preſerye 
an Abſolute Power , and blam'd the 
Sweetneſs and Clemency of Pompey and 
Cz/ar as dangerous qualities that had 
.eausd their Deſtruction, he undertook 
the defence of Commodaus, and made a 
ſevere Invective againſt the Senate that 
had diſhonourd him. * Several among 
.* you, ſaid he to us, lead more infa- 
* mous and<triminal Lives, than he did. 
*IfF it be thought firange that he ſhculd 
/ * employ himtelf in killing Beaſts with 
 * his own Hand, has not an ancienc_ 
| Sos 09 
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© Conſul been ſeen very lately to divert 
© himſelf publickly at O22 with a Wench 
*in diſguiſe? And if Commodus forne- 
* times fought with Gladzators, are there 
* none among you addicted to the ſame 
* Exerciſe > Wherefore then have' ſome 
* Perſons bought his Bucklers, his Hel- 

_* mets, and his other Arms?  _ 
After he had made this Speech, he 
pardon'd five and thirty of- the princi- 
pal Senators, who were accus'd of fa- 
vouring Albinus's fide, and employd 
them in the fame manner, as if they 
| had been exempt from all ſuſpicion. 
But he condemn'd nine and twenty ©- 
thers to Death, among whom was Sul- 
pitian Father-in-Law to Pertinax.- 8 
After that he turn'd his Arms againſt 
_ the Parthians, who while he was taken 
vpn the Civil War, had poſſeſs'd them- 
ſelves of Meſopotamia, and laid Siegeto 
_ Nijibis, which they had taken but for the 
_ Vigorous reſiſtance which Letus made to 
defend it. Letus by this Action encreasd 
the Reputation which his excellent Qua- 
| lities had gain'd him, being lookt upon 
& one of the firſt Men in Rome, and 
one of the moſt capable of ſerving the 

Empire either in War or Peace. _ 
Eſl 
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When Severus was arriv 'd at Nifibis, 


he there ſaw a wild Boar of a prodigi- 


ous bigneſs that had ſlain a Man on Borte- 


back, who truſting to his ſtrength had | 
undertaken to attack him, ' his - Boar * 
was purſued and kill'd by thirty Soldiers, 


and brought to the Emperor. The Par- 


thians, who liv'd under the Government 


of Pologeſes, whoſe Brotherwas with Se» 
verus, 1nitead of waiting for the Empe- 
' ror retirdinto their own Country. He 


faild upon the Euphrates with all Exe 


pedition, attended by a great nurnber 
of Veſlels, took the Cities of Seleucia 
and Babylon that were deſerted. He al- 
ſo took that of Cre/tphon, gave it up to 


plunder, made a prodigious deſtruftion 


1n it, and yetſav'd the Lives of a hun- 
dred thouſand Perſons whom he led in- 


to Captivity. Nevertheleſs he did not 


preſerve this laſt City, but left ir as if 
he had reduc'd it only with a deſign to 
' ruive it. Soon atter he quitted the 
Country, whoſe ſituation he was not 


fufficicatly acquainted with, and where 


he tound nothing that was neceſſary for 


him. He return'd by a different. way, 


ecatiſe he had-conſum'd all the Wood, 


#4 Forrage that he found in che 


F way 
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way he came. Part of the Foot match'd 


| back upon the Banks of the Tygris, 
and the reſt went by Water. When he 


had paſsd through Meſopotamia, he laid 


| Siege: to Atra, but in ſtead of taking 
It, had the diſpleaſure to ſee part of his 
Machines burnt, and a great number 
of his Men killd and wounded. Du- 


ring this War he put to Death two of 
the moſt conſiderable Men of the Em- 


\ pire. One was Julius Criſpus Tribune 


of the Guards, who being fatigud with 
the hardſhips of his Office had repeated 
a Verſe in Virgil, in which a Soldier 
complain'd that Turnas ſacrific'd.a great _ 

number of valiant Men to his , Patlion, 
and exposd them to Death only toget 


| Livinia for his Wife. A Soldier namd 
 Palerius, who was likewiſe his Acculer, 


obtain'd his Poſt. LZetus was the other 
whom Severus put to death through a 


motive of Jealouſie, upon the ſcore of 


his Vertues, and a Declaration of the 
Soldiers that they would not ſerve but 


_ under his Conduct. 


Severus having made great prepara- : 


tions for War, laid Siege a ſecond time 


to the City of Atra, whoſe reſiſtance 
ſeem'd inſupportable at a time when all 
the 
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the reſt had ſubmitted to the yoke. But 
he was as unſucceſsful in this ſecond At- 


tempt, as he had been in the firſt. He 
was at a prodigious expence in vain, 
loſt all his Machines except thoſe which 
 Priſcus had made, and the choiceſt of 
his Troops. A great number were ſlain 
as they were foraging , for then the 
_ Cavalry of the Arabians fell upon them 


with an incredible Celerity, and the In- 


habitants of Arra pour'd their Darts 


_ upon them at a diſtance at the ſame 
time. 'But the moſt confiderable lofs-. 


was at the Wall when the Roman Army 
made their Approaches, and had beat 

down part of it. For then the Beſieg- 
__edpalld them with Naphta, which con- 
ſumd Men and Machines in an inſtant: 


Severus had the mortification to be an 
Eye-witnelſs of this ſad Accident from an 


_ advancd ground where he was poſted. 
Part of the Wall falling down,the Soldiers 


advanc'd to enter the Town, but Seve- 
rus_order'd a retreat to be founded, in 


hopes that the Arabians to eſcape being 
plunder'd, would diſcover to him a Trea- 
ſure that Jay conceal'd in their City, 
and contain'd the Preſents which had 


| been made to the Temple of the Sun. 
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But when he ſaw that a whole day was 
paſsd without any offer from the Inha- 
' bitants to ſurrender, he gave orders for 
another Aflaulr, though the Wall had 
been repaird in the Niphr. The Furo- 
pean Solcters refuling to go upon the 
Attack, the Syr;aus were compell'd to 
that Service , and were repuls'd with very 
great lois. Thus Providence, that hac 
a mind to fave the City, made uſe of 
Severus upon this occaſion to reftrain 
the Soldiers who were at firſt impatient 
to take it, and afterwards of their difo- 
bedience to render his ſecond orders in- 
eftectual. In the firſt Encounter, which 
is that I am now ſpeaking of , this 
Prince was 1o irreſolute, that one of his 
Officers undertaking to make him Ma- 
ſter of Atra, provided he would ſpare 
him but five hundred and fitty Europe- 
an Soldiers, he anſwer in the preſence 
of ſeveral Perſons, that he could not 
furniſh him wirh ſuch a number. Which 
 1mphed, that he was not ſecure of the 
Fidelity of thoſe who were in his Ser- 
vice, Aiter he had continued twenty 
days belore the place, he broke up for. 


Paleſtine, where he rendred Funeral Ho- 


nours to Pempey the Great. 'Then he 
made 
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made a progreſs to Fzypt, where his 
curioſity was ſo active, that nothing 
could eſcape his Enquiries, He made 
an exact ſearch into their moſt hidden 
My ſteries, their Laws and Religion. He 
took away with\him all the Books that 
contain'd any conceal'd Doftrine. He 
. feal'd up Alexander's Tomb, that no 
body might ſee his Body, or read what 
was Written upon it. I ſhall fay nothing. 
here of the reſt of Fgypr, but becauſe 
| have taken particular care to intorm 
my ſelf by different methods of what 
relates to the Nie, I cannot excuſe my 
ſelf from making ſome report of it. 

It viſibly takes its riſe trom Mount. 
Atlas, which is a Mountain near the O-_ 
cean on the weſt ſide. This Mountain 
-1s infinitely higher than all the reſt up- 
on the Earth, which gave the Poets oc- 
cafion to feign that it ſupported the 
Heavens. Never did any body alcend 
tothe top of it. 'Tis cover'd with Snow 
at all times, and in Summer diſcharges 
A prodigious quantity of Water. The 
foot of this Hill'is Marſhv, and from 
theſe Moraſles proceeds the Nile, as it 
appears by the Crocodilcs that breed 
| Fnere, as well as in the courſe of the 
po OT River 


OW 
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River. For what remains, no body 
ought to wonder that I ſhould pretend 
to diſcover a ſecret of Nature which 


was unknown to the ancient Greeks, 


for I had an eaſfie opportunity of in- 
forming my felf by converſing with 


ſome of the Macennites, who are bor- 
derers upon the lower Mauritania, and 
ſend Troops as far as Mount Azlas, This 


is what I had to ſay upon this Subject. 


In the mean time P/autian, who was 
in greater credit with the Emperor than 
any other, and was in poileſſion of the 
charge of Prefeftus Pratorio, put to 


Death ſeveral of the moſt conſiderable 


Men in the Empire. There was not a Man 


of Subſtance, whoſe Eſtate he did not fleece 
ſome way or other. There was not a Na- 


tion or City that was free from his Extor- 
tions. He receiv'd greater and more fre- 
quent Preſents than Severus himfelf. He 
ſent ſome Officers into the Iſlands of the 
Red Sea, to fetch Horſes that were con- 


 fecrated to the Sun, and reſembled Ty- 


gers. This ſingle Action ſuffices to 
ſhew the exceſs of his Avarice. Yet 
T1] add another which may ſerve as a. 
proof of his Power, as well as of his 
ill Nature, He invited to his Houſe a. 
Ls hundred 
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hundred Citizens of good Families, and - 
had them all Caſtrated, He not 'only 
us'd Boys in this manner, but married 
Men, that the number o —his Daughter 
Plautilla's Eunuchs might be increas'd. 
She was afterwards Married to Antovi- 
mus the Emperors Son. I have ſeen 
ſome of thoſe Men, who were at once 
Eunuchs, Husbands, Fathers, and had 
Beards. An aQion ſo unheard of, was 
not divulg'd till after the Death of Plau- 
tian, It ſhews that he had a more ab- 
ſolute Power than any other Subject, 

and perhaps than Severus himſelf, Tis 
certain that at Rome and other Cities, 
Private Men, Corporations, and the ve- 
Senate erected more of his Statues, 
than of the Emperors. The Soldiers 
and the Senators (wore by his Fortune, 
and made publick Wiſhes for his ſafety. 
The liberty that Severus had given him, 
and that roſe to ſuch an Exceſs, that 
you would have taken Plautian for the 
Emperor, and Severus for the Prefeft, 
was doubtleſs the reaſon that made him 
_ exceed all: bounds. He was very exaCt- 
ly inform'd of all the Actions and 
Words of the Emperor, who knew no- 
thing of his CO. or Deſign. He 
T4 married 
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married his Son to the Davghter of 
Plautian, whom he preferr'd before.the 
molt beautiful,and the moſt accompliſh'd 
Ladies of the Empire. | He defign'd 
Plautian for the Conſulſhip,' and'\almoſt 
 wiſh'd he might ſucceed him, and wrote 
of him one day. iti theſe terms: * I love 
* him, and wiſh he may ſurvive me. 
| But 7 ſome certain.things ſeem'd to leſ. 
ſen his Credit, there were others of 
much more Importance, | that. 'increas'd 
1t. Severus going to viſit. him while he 

was ſick at Tzano, his Guards would not 
ſuffer thoſe of the Emperor; to follow 
him into the Houſe, One, that by the 
_ Duty of: his Place! was ablig d to keep'a 
Liſt of the Cauſes that were to be heard 
before the Emperor, having receiv d 
orders. one day from Severus to ſummon 
the Advocates before him at ſuch an 
| Hour, this Officer had the Inſolence to 
refuſe to obey him, and told him. that 
he could not appoint a Court till he was 
commanded by Plautian. This is [an 
unqueſtionable Inſtance, to prove that 
he had a more abſolute Power! than the 
Emperor. What I ſhall add, will ferve 
to confirm it ſtill more. He accug'd the 


Erproe to Nis ace, examin d » ſeveral 
| _ Perſons 


8 


[ 261 ] 
Perſons upon Interrogatories, and-put 
chem to the Rack to oblige them to de- 
poſe againſt her, and. other Ladies of 
Quality; + This Princeſs being -thus,gc- 
cus'd, fought relief by reading thePhi- 
| loſophers,: and converſing with/the moſt 
famous Qrators, while Plautian way 
plung'd -1n ;all manner _ of Luxury and 
Exceſs. | He abandon'd himſelf |tq the 
love of Women and young Men, . ber 
came. a publick ſcandal in tis Pleaſures, 
yet would; not give his Wife the liberty 
of ſeeing any Perſon whatſqever, . not 
even the Emperor or-Empreſs, . There 
was at that time a Combat: of Gladia: 
tors, in which the-Combatants, were-ſa 
numerous, that the Liſts could not con- 
tain'them, and Women appear'd with 
Arms, and. fought with 'an extraordina- 
ry, Vigour, afironting the Ladies of Qua- 
lity who ſaw them ; tor which there was. 
an order to prohibit Women from fight- 
ing in that manner for the time ta 
CADE [oinogrn! 501mm aig bom bed 
__ Severus not- approving of. the  prodi- 
_ gious number of Statues erected in ho- 
nour of Plautian in all parts of- the Em- 
- pire, commanded ſome of- them -to -be 
remov'd ; which giving occaſion to be- 
'- 2 lieve 
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| lieve he was difgrac'd, the Inhabitants 
of certain Cities broke others of his 
| Statues in pieces, for which they were 
afterwards puniſh'd. Ratius Conſtans a 
Man of Reputation, who was at that time 
| Governor of Sardinia, was of the num- 
| ber. That which engages me chiefly 
to relate this Fa& is this, that amon 
other things which the Advocate of mw 
other ſide advanc d againſt Conſtans, he 
faid, that * We ſhould ſooner ſee the 
© Heavens fall, than ſee the Emperor 
uſe Plautias ill. This Diſcourſe and ſe- 
| veral others of the like nature, found 
the more eafie credit with us, becauſe 
Severus had afſur'd us as we were fſit- 
ting with him to hear Cauſes, © That 
*twas impoſiible he ſhould ever do Plau- 
* tian any prejudice. The truthof which 
we ſhall know by the Se Sequel. Severus 
| being come to the tenth year of his 
Reign, gave to the People and his Guards 
_ ns many pieces of Gold per Head, as he 
had enjoy d years on the Imperial Throne. 
He' was very proud of this Donative, 
_ which was indeed very extraordinary, 
ſurpaſſing thoſe of all his Predeceſſors,and 
—— toa thouſand Drachmas. 


At 


[233] 


At the ſame time Antoninus the Son 
of Severus, was married to PlautiÞa the. 
Daughter of Plautian, The Portion 
her Father gave her was ſo immenſe, 
that 'twould have been ſufficient for ff 
ty Daughters of Kings. We ſaw part 
of the Equipages and other things that 
composd it, paſs through the Forum 
towards the Palace, where we were in- 

' vited to a Feaſt that parrook both of the 
Magnificence of Kings and the groſF 
neſs of Barbarians : For there was a 

| mixture of all ſorts of Meat, boil'd, and 
raw, and of Animals ſtill living. After 
which there were Sports upon the oc- 
calion of the return of Severus, © hs tenth 

year of his Reign, and the Succeſs of 

his Arms. There were ſixty Wild-boars 
given by Plautian to fight one with a- 

—nother, abundance of other Beaſts were 
killd at this Solemnity, particularly an 
Elephant and an diaz call'd a Crocot, 
which I believe was the firſt of the kind 
that was ever ſeen at Rowe, 

Its colour partakes of that of the Li- 
on, and that of the Tyger, and the for- 
mation of its parts has ſomething of the 
Dog, and ſomething of the Fox. There 
Was @ kind of a Cloyſter made in the 

F Ampbi- 


[ 284 

Amphitheatre in form '6f' a Ship to re- 
ceive them. Of a ſudden there iſſued 
_ out Bears, Lions, Oſtridges, wild Aﬀes, 
and foreign Bulls. Seven hundred Beafts 
wild and tame fought one with another, 
 ahd were afterwards ſhot with Darts. 
There was a hundred kill'd each of the 
ſeven days, during which the publick 
Diverſions laſted. There appear'd at the 

ſame time a. great fire. upon Mount Ye- 
 ſavits, and-1t' made- ſo ' prodigious a 
noiſe, that it was heard at Capma, which 
1s 'the place .of my retirement when [ 
amin /taly, 'it order to'purſue the courſe 
of this Hiſtory by favour of the leiſure 
this place affords me free from the noiſe 


and buſtle of Rome. * The accident at 


Mount Yeſuvius ſeem'd to preſage ſome 
change, and this change related to the 
fortune of Plautian. He was raisd to 
that prodigious height, that the People 
{aid to him one day in the Circus, © What 
_ © reaſon have you to tremble and - look 
© pale? You are richer than all three 
* together.” '* They did "not; ſpeak this | 
ſo loud, as to be heard by him, but. a- 
mong themſelves.” Now the three they 
ſpoke of were Severus,, Antoninus and 
Geta his. two Sons. The trembling and 
> ANTS | | pale- 


1 283 3 
* paleneſs of Plautian, proceeded froifi 
his courſe of Life, and the diverſity of 
his hopes and fears. Severus either 
knew nothing of his ConduR, ' or ſeem'd 
to be unacquainted with it. But when 
he underſtood it from the Mouth of Ge- 
ta his Brother, he could not diſguiſe it 
any longer. When this Gera found his | 
end approaching, and had nothing more 
to apprehend from the favour or malice 
_ of Plautzan, he thought himfelt oblig'd 
to evacuate the hatred he bore him, 
and to declare to Severus his Brother 
what he knew of his Deſigns.. 

Severus erected in the Forum a Statue 
of Braſs to the Honour of Geta, and be- 
z4n to regard his Favourite leſs than he 
was wont, and to ſeek wry to le(- 


ſen his Power. Pl/autian ſtung at this 
alteration, imputed it to the Intrigues of 
Antoninus is Son-in-Law, between 
whom there was already an ill under- 
ſtanding, upon the account of the ill 
treatment he. gave Planti//a his Daugh- 
ter, and reveng d himſelf by a very rude 
and afironting behaviour towards him. 
Antoninus not being able to bear either 
the Infolence of his Wite, or the free- 
_ dom which his Father-in-Law took to 
TD CXa- 
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examine and cenſure his A&tions, re- 
ſolv'd to diſpatch him by any means he 
could. He made uſe of Evodus who 
had been his Governor, to perſwade 
Saturninus and two other Officers to go 
to Severw and inform him, that Plau- 
tian had engagd them three, and {e- 
ven more of their Companions to ki)! 
the Emperor and Aztoninus his Son. 
The Officers perform'd their Comm!!! 
on, and read to Severus a Letter which 
they pretended had been written to 
them by Plautian. They took for this 
purpoſe the time when the Sports in 
| honour of thoſe who were admitted in 
the number of the Gods were upon con- 
cluſion, when the People quitted the 
Palace, and Supper was preparing. Tho 
_ this Circumſtance was ſufficient to con-. 
vict them of Calumny, becauſe there 
was no likelihood that Plautzzar would 
venture to give orders in writing to 
ten Officers to aſlaſſinate the Emperor 
at Rome, within his Palace, upon a day 
_ of publick Rejoycing, in the preſence 
of all the People; yer their Informati- 
on appeard probable to Severus, be- 
_ cauſe the Night before he dreamt that 

Albinus had laid a Snare for him. Fc 
on ON ent 
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ſent for Plautian that inſtant, as upon 
ſome important Aﬀair. Plautian went, 
and receiv'd by the way an intimation 
_ of the Misfortune that threatned him. 
For the Mules that drew his Chariot, ' 
fell down in the Court of the Palace. 
| "The Guards that kept the Gate let him 
_ enter, and kept back his Guards, as 
they had formerly ſerv'd rhoſe of Seve- 
rus in the City of 7Tiano, This uſage 
of his Men gave him ſome miſtruſt, but 
he was advancd too far to Retreat. 
The Emperor ſpoke to him with great 
gentleneſs. * Tat is your deſign, faid 
* he to him, and what occaſfon has 
* been given you to make an attempt 
* upon our Lives» Then he gave him 
liberty to anſwer, and prepar'd himſelf 
to hear his reply, when Autoninas fell 
furiouſly upon him, took away his 
Sword, and ſtruck him with his Fiſt. 
He would have kill'd him,” but being 
prevented by the Emperor his Father, 
he commanded one of his Servants to 
_ do him that Office, which was done. 
At the ſame time another who was pre- 
ſent pull'd ſome Hairs out of Plautiav's 
Beard, and carried them to Julia and 
Plautila, who were then OE; and 
new 
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knew nothing 'of the Misfortune that 
had happen'd. to: the Favourite. * Be: 
_ © hold, faid he to them; what conditi- 
© on your Plautian is in, which words 
© rais'd. Joy in one, and plung'd the 0- 
© ther in Grief. Thus he who had the 
greateſt Power of any Man of his time, 
who was more formidable than the ve- 
ry Emperors themſelves, was murderd 
by the command of his Son-m-Law; 
and thrown out of the Palace into the 
Street. But Severus afterwards orderd 
his Body to be taken away: and buried. 
Which done he ſummon'd: the Senate, 
and there in ſtead of making- Complaints 
againſt Plautian, © He deplord the 
* weakneſs of Humanity, which in an 
© elevated condition was incapable of 
* Moderation, and condemnd himſfelt 
* tor having born ſo great an Afﬀection 
* to him that was his Favourite, and for 
* having lifted him to a pitch of Great- 
* neſs, that had made him giddy. After 
which he order'd ſuch who! had no ne- 
cellary buſineſs in the Aſſembly to de-. 
part, and then direted thoſe who had 
diſcover'd the deſigns of Plautian to re- 
peat them to the Senate 5 which made 
_ vs judge, that he laid no great ſifeſsup- 
nee 6n 
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6n the Accuſation, ſince he did not 
think fit to explain it Ihmſelf. 

Several Perſons were in extream dan- 
ger, and ſome loſt their Lives upon 
Plantian's account. Ceran had boaſted 
of his Intereft with him, as 'tts com- 
mon for Men to pretend out of Vanity, 
to be known to thoſe who are 1n Fa- 
vour. 'Tis rue indeed, that he us'd 
to crowd among thoſe who were firſt 
introduc'd to Plautian's Levee, and fol- 
low ,them every where, and though he 
had no ſhare in their Converſation, he 
had the advantage of approaching the 
place where twas held, and to be envi- 
ed by thoſe who were :excluded from 
't, This honour made it ſuſpected that 
he had a ſhare in the Conſpiracy, and 
the explication he had made ſome days 
before of a Dream increas'd the- Suſpt- 
cion. Plautian having dreamt that he 


faw ſome Fiſhes leap out of the Tyber, - 


and throw themſelves at his Feer, Ce- 
ran preſag'd from it, that he ſhould poſ-_ 
ſels the Empire of the Earth and Sea- 
He was banithd for this into an Ifland, 
where he continued ſeven years. He 
was afterwards recall'd, receiv'd into the 
_ Senate, where no £Egyptian ever way 

: "Ore 
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fore him, and rais'd to the Gandry of 


Conſul, though he had never been in 
any other publick Station, no more 
than Pompey had when he was choſen 
to the ſame Dignity, which was im his 
time the firſt in the Commonwealth. _ 
Cecilius Agricola, the molt infamous 
flatterer of Plautian, and moſt impious 
Wretch of his time, was condemnd to 


Death. As ſoon as he knew his Sen- 
tence, he went home, and having drank 
_ to exceſs of an extream cool Wine, he 
broke a Cup that coſt fifty thouſand 


Drachma's, lay down upon the remains of 
it, and open d his Veins. Saturninus and 


 Evodus receiv'd rewards at this time, but 
they were afterwards put to death by 


Antoninus. The Senate having made a 
Decree, in which Evodus was commen- 
ded, Severus forbad its pablication, = 


ſaid to us, © "Twould be a RefleQio 


© Upon your Aſſembly, ſhould you ſpeak 
* in ſuch terms of an Emperor's Freed- 
man. Severus did not think it ſuffici- 
ent to put a ſtop to the Infolence of one, 


| he likewiſe reſtrain'd that of all the reſt 


of the Freedmen, who were but too 
forward to raiſe themſelves above their 
condition, for which he deferv'd great 

Applauſe. 
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Applauſe. The Senate being laviſh in 
his Praiſes one day, cried aloud, * The 
* whole Roman People are mindful of 
* their Duty, becauſe they have an Em- 
* peror that governs according to Ju- 
* ſtice and Reaſon. Plautila and Plaw 
tus the Children of Plaatian, were ba- 
niſh'd to the Iſle of Lipara, where they 
led a miſerable Life, depriv'd even of 
Neceſlaries, and threatned or preſs'd 
with yet greater hardſhips. They were 
afterwards both executed in the Reign 
of Antoninus. There was no extrava- 
gance that Antoninus and Geta the Sons 
of Severus did not run into, as ſoon as 
_ they had got rid of Plautian, as of a 
troubleſom Governor. They diſhonour'd 
Women of Quality, raviſh'd Boys, ex- 
torted Money by all forts of ways, and 
contracted a ſcandalous Acquaintance 
with Gladiators and Chariot-drivers. 
Though they had the ſame Inclinati- 
ons, and were addicted to the ſame Ex- 
ercites,. yet they affected to favour dif- 
ferent Parties, and as ſoon as one de- 
clard for one Faction, the other ſup- 
portedithe contrary ſide. One day there 
was ſuch an Emulation between them 
at a-courſe of Chariots drawn by little 
Cab U 2 __ Hor- 


A 
Horſes, -and' ſuch ſtriving to win. the 
Race, .that Antoninus was over-turn'd 
and broke his Thigh. 

In the mean time Severus put to death 
| ſeveral of the chief Men of the Empire, 
and among others uintilius Plautian, 
one of the moſt conſiderable of the Se- 
nate, and moſt illuſtrious for the great- 
neſs of his Birth. Though he was al- 
ready advanc'd in. Age, and as twere 
upon his entrance into old Age, and 
lIiv'd in the Country without being con- 
cernd in Buſineſs, he could: not. ef- 
 cape-an odious Accufation, nor a vio- 
lent Death. When he was condemn'd - 
he defir' d to ſee his Funeral Apparel, 
which had been prepar'd and laid up by 
his order ſeveral years before, and: ob- 
ſerving that time had worn them, he 
ſaid, * Why have we ltaid fo long ?. At- 
ter which he ofter'd Sacrifice, and made 
the ſame Imprecation againſt Severus, 
that Severian had formeriy madeagainſt 
Adrian. This was the end of that con- 

 fiderable Man. There: was afterwards 

_ given'to the People the Diverſion of the 
Combars of Gl/adators, at which there 
were Tygers ſhot with Darts: We ſaw 
abeor: the ſame time'the affair of Apro- 
nian, 
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ian, which was one of the ſtrangeſt 
and moſt ſurprizing accidents that ever 
was heard of, He was accus'd of ha- 
ving a Nurſe who dreamt that he ſhould 
be Emperor, and of conſulting the Sooth- 
ſayers himſelf upon this occaſion. and 
of being addicted to the ſecrets of Ma- 
gick. Upon this ground he was con- 
demn'd in his abſence while he was in 
Afta in the quality of Governor. When 
the Interrogatories were read to us, and 
the Informations that had been given a- 
gainſt him, we faw that the Witneſles 
had been ask'd whoſe was the Dream 
in queſtion, and who was preſent when 
the Dream was told 2 One of the Wit- 
neſſes made ſeveral Anſwers, in one of 


which he nam'd a Senator, whom he 


had but juſt ſeen as *twere er paſſant, 
and obſerv'd to be a little bald. 
We were very much ſurpriz'd to hear 


ſo looſe a Charge, in which there was 


no name expreſsd. There was not one 
of the Senators, not even of thoſe who 
| had never been acquainted with Apro- 
nian, but was in a panick fear. They 
who were bald, or whoſe hairs were 


thin, were more apprehenſive than the 


reſt, and a Man muſt have had a great 


* i quan- 
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quantity of Hair, to have been abſo- 
lutely free from fear upon this occah- 
on, Wecaſt our Eyes upon thoſe who 
_ were bald, and ſuſpeted ſometimes one, 
and ſometimes another. For my own 
part TI was in ſuch a fright, that I could 
' Not forbear to put my Hand frequently 
upon my Head to feel my Hair, and 
others did the ſame thing. While we 
Were thus divided in our Opinions, no- 
thing more had been read beſides that 
paſſage, that the Senator, who was but 
ſuperficially ſeen, was bald. But when 

they came to add that he wore a pur- 

_ ple Robe, we all turnd our Eyes upon 
 Bebius Marcellinus, who had been Edie, 
and was: very bald. He roſe up on the 
inſtant, and advancing to- the middle of 
the Aſembly faid, © The Witneſs that 
© has deposd he ſaw me, would be a- 
* ble, I ſuppoſe, to know me again. 
The Witneſs being introducd, ſtood 
dumb for a time, ſearching for his Man. 
 Atlaſt Marelinus being pointed at by a 
Sign that was made to him, he declar'd 
.twas he. He was immediately carried 
out of the Senate, deploring his Misfor- 
tune in 'vain. He ftopt in the Forun, 
where . he gave his four Sons his laſt 
"ET AS wa C552 Fare- 
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Farewel in the moſt Melancholy terms 
that can be conceiv'd. * The only con- 
* cern, ſaid he to them, I have in dy- 
* ing, is that I muſt leave you in this 
© bad World. He was beheaded before 
Severus knew he was condemn'd. Pol- 
lenius Sebemnus was the Author of his 
Death. But a crime of ſo black a na- 
| ture did not remain unpuniſh'd. For 
having done very unjuſt and violent 
_ things in his Government of Noricam, 
he was deliver'd to the Inhabitants of 
that Country, who put all the Affronts 
upon him they could invent. We ſaw 
him proſtrate upon the Earth, and mean- 
ly begging his Life, which he with ſome 
difficulty obtain'd by the favour of 4ſ- 
pafrus his Uncle, _ 
| He was of all Men living the moſt 
 Satyrical and Biting, the greateſt Ralli- 
er, the moſt Scornful, the moſt obli- 
ging Friend, and the moſt dangerous 
Enemy. Many of his ingenious Say- | 
ings, and cutting Ralleries upon ſeveral 
People, and upon Severus himſelf, are 
ſtill remembred. When this .Emperor 
was receiv d into the Family of Mar- 
cas, he made this Compliment to him, 
* I rejoyce, Ceſar, ka you have found 
i 2 Tx a 
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" a Father. Which he ſaid to upbraid 
him with the meanneſs of his Birth, 
asif his Father had been unknown. 
An Ttalian call'd Bulas Felix pillag'd 
Ttaly about this time for the ſpace of 
two years with ſix hundred Men that 
he had got together, nor could all rhe 
care of Severus, or the moſt diligent 
purſuits of the Soldiers ſtop his Car- 
reer. He had that dexterity, that he 
_ could impoſe upon the very ſight of 
_ thoſe who were in queſt of him, and 
eſcapd out of their Hands. He alſo 
won the favour of ſeveral Perſons by 
Gifts. He inform'd himſelf very exact- 
ly of thoſe who went out of Rowe, and 
made fail towards Brundufium, of their 
Retinue, their Equipage, and their Mo- 
ney. From ſome he only took away 
part of what they had, and diſmiſs'd 
them with the reſt. When he met with 
good Workmen he kept them ſome time, 
during which he made them work, 
then paid them for their Labour, and 
ſet them at Liberty. Two Thieves of 
| his Troop being taken, and upon the 
point of being carried to the Amphithe- 
atre to be expos'd to the Beaſls, their 
Captain went to the Keeper of the ” 
on, 


d 
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ſon, and pretending to be Governor of 
a Country, he told him that he had 
occaſion tor the ſervice of thoſe Men, 
and ſo fav'd their Lives. He did more 
yet. He went to the Centurion, who 
was order'd to purſue the Thieves, and 
ating, another Perſon, offer'd to put 
their Leader into his Hands, if he would 
go with them. Thus he led the Cen- 
turion to the bottom of a hollow, ſto» 
ay Valley, where he eaſily maſter'd him. 
Then. he put on a Magiſtrates Robe, 
and aſcending a Tribunal, commanded 
the Centurions Hair to be cut off. Which 
done, he faid to him, © Go and tell 
* your Maſter, that he would do well 
* to give his Slaves Education, to hin- 
* der them from turning Thieves. For 
he had in his Troop a great number of 
the Emperor's Freedmen, to ſome of 


' Which he gave very little pay, and to 


others none at all, _ 
_ When Severus heard theſe particu- 
lars he was in great choler, that he who 


had a Power tufficient to reduce the 


People of Britain by his Lieutenants, 
could not repreſs the Inſolence of a Rob-_ 


| ber, who over-ran and plunder'd 1taly 


at lis Diſcretion. He ſent a Tribune 
j 


a 


his Guards at the head of a good be- 
dy of Horſe, with ſtri& orders to ſeize 
the Captain of the Thieves, and to bring 
him alive before him. The Tribune 
being inform'd that this Head of the 
Robbers had an affair with a Married 
Woman, prevail'd with the Wife by . 
her Husband's means, to betray the 
Leader of the Thieves to him. She 
gave directions to have him ſeiz'd in a 
Grotto where he was aſleep. Papini- 
au asking him, * Why he had madehim- 
© (elf a Leader of a parcel of Robbers, | 

* he anſwerd, Why have you made your 
© ſelf Prefettus Prietorio> He was ex- 
pos'd to the Beaſts at the proclamation 
_ of the Heralds, after which all his Troop, 
whoſe principal ſtrength refided in his 
Perſon, was diſpers'd. 5 


Severus ob 


ſerving that his twa Sons. 
were abandon'd to their Pleaſures, and 
that the Soldiers negleted their Exer- 
_ cafes, undertook an Expedition againſt 
Britain, though he was perſwaded from 
his Horoſcope, that he ſhould never re- | 
turn from thence to Fraly. He had it 
drawn upon the Ceiling of a Hall in 

tis Palace, where he fat to hear Cau- 
fes. Every thing was. mark'd there ex- 
OT 
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cept the Moment of his Birth. The 
Augurs had foretold him the fame thing, 

when one of his Statues that was placd 
upon the Gate through which the Ar- 
my was to paſs from the Camp, was 
ſtruck with Lightning, and three Let- 
ters of his name effac'd. Nor did he 
ever return from this Expedition, but 
died three years after he firſt ſet out from 

| Rome, He got a prodigious Maſs of 


Riches in Britain, The two moſt con- 


ſiderable Bodies of the People of that - 
Iſland, and to which almoſt all the reſt 
relate, are the Caledonians and the Meate. 
The laſt dwell on this ſide the great 
Wall that ſeparates the Iſland in two 
_ parts. ' The others live beyond it. Botti 
of them inhabit upon barren, uncults- 
vated Mountains, 'or in deſart, marſhy 
Plains, where they have neither Walls, 


nor Towns, nor manur'd Lands, but 


feed upon the Milk of their Flocks,, 
what they get by Hunting, and ſome 
wild fruits. They never eat Fiſh, tho' 
they have great plenty of them. "They 
have no other Houſes than Tents, where 
they live ſtark naked. ' The Women are 
common between them, and they take 
an equal care of all the Children they 


* ? 
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bring forth. Their Government is po- 
' pular, and the exerciſe to which they 
are moſt addied, is that of Rob- 
bing. They fight upon Chariots, their 
Horſes are low but ſwift. They have 
great agility of Body, and: tread ve- 
ry ſecurely at the ſame time. The 
Arms they make ufe of are a Buckler, 
a Poniard, a ſhort Lance, at the, lower 
end of which is a piece of Tin in the 
form of an Apple, with which their 
cuſtom is to make a noiſe, with a deſign 
to frighten their Enemies, They are accu- 
ſom'd to Fatigue, to bear Hunger, Cold, 
and all manner of Hardihips. They 
- run into the Moraſles up to the Neck, 
and live ſeveral days there without eat- 
ing. When they are in the Woods, 
they feed upon Roots and Leafs. They 
make a certain food that ſo admirably 
ſupports the Spirits, that when they 
| have taken the quantity of a Bean, they 
feel no more Hunger or Thirſt. This 
is the manner of living among the In- 
habitants of Brztaziz, It was never known 
till now, as I have already ſaid, to be 
' an Iſland. Tis about feven thouſand 
one hundred and thirty two Furlongs 
 1n length, its greateſt breadth is about 
two 
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two thouſand three hundred and ten, 
and its leaſt about three hundred. We 
are maſters of little leſs than. half the 
Iſland. Severus having undertaken to 
reduce the whole Iſland: under his Sub- 
xction, entred.into Caledonia, -where he 
had endleſs Fatigues to ſuſtain, Foreſts 
to,cut down, Mountains to level, Mo- 
ralſes. to dry upy and Bridges to build. 


Hejhad no Battel to fight, and ſaw no 


Enemies in a:Body. Inſtead of appear- 


ing,/ they exposd their Flocks of Sheep 
and Oxen with a deſign to ſurprize our. 


Soldiers that: ſhould ſtray from the Ar- 
my for the ſake of Lug The Wa- 
ters too. extreamly incommoded our 
Troops, inſomuch that, ſome'of the Sol- 
_ diers being able to march no, further, 
beg'd of their Companions to kill them, 
that they might not fall alive into their 


Enemies Hands. In a word, Severus loſt | 


fifty; thouſand Men tlfere, and yet quit- 
ted not his Enterprize. He went to the 
extremity" of the Ifland, where he ob- 
ſervd very. exactly the courſe of the 


Sun . in .thoſe parts, and the length. of 


Days. and Nights. in Winter and Sum- 
mer. He was carried all over the Iſland 
in a cloſe Chair, by reaſon of his Infir- 
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mities, and made a Treaty with the In- 
habitants, by which he oblig'd them 
- relinquiſh part of their Country to 
_ OT: | 
In the mean time the debauch'd courſe 
of Life that his Son Anroninns led, gave 
_ him very ſharp diſquiets. He forefaw 
that he would not fail to get rid of his 
| Brother Gera, when he had an opportu- 
nity, and he knew that he had laid 
{nares for him himſelf. This wicked Son 
went out of his Tent one day, making 
loud complaints of Caftor, the moſt de- 
ſerving, of any of his Fathers Officers, 
to whom Severus intruſted his moſt ſe- 
cret thoughts, and the gvard of his 
Head-quarters. He had perſwaded ſome 
Soldiers to joyn with him in his Cla- 
mours, and to make a Diſturbance. But 
they were huſh'd at the ſight of Seve- 
rus, who appear'd on the inſtant, and 
order'd the moſt Mutinous to be ſeizd 
and puniſh'd. Another time as Severrs 
and Antonirus went to meet the Caledo- 
#zans in order to receive” their Arms, 
and to confer with them about'the con- 
ditions of Peace, being both on Horſe- 


back at the Head of the Army that fo 5 


low'd them, the Army of the Enemy be» 
ing 
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TR” 
ing near at hand likewiſe, Antoninus + 
ſtop'd his Horſe, drew his Sword, and 
was going to ſtick it in the back of Se- 
verus his Father. Thoſe who were be- 
hind cried ' out, and by their Shrieks 
ſftop'd his Hand. Severus turn'd back 
at the noiſe, ſaw the naked Sword, and 
 faid not a word. Having ſome time af- 
ter aſcended his Tribunal, and diſpatch'd 
ſome Afﬀairs, he went to the Pretori- 
um, and ſent for his Son, Papiniar, and 
Caſtor. Then putting a Sword in the 
midſt of them, he upbraided Antoninus 
with his 'inſolent deſign of attempti 
upon his Life, and of committing Fx 
horrid a Crime in preſence of the Als 
lies and' Enemies of the 'Roman People. 
I *It is eaſe for you, added he, to kill 
* me, if /you have ſuch x deſire. I am 
* old, and almoſt without Motion; But 
* if your own Hand abhors the Aion, 
" employ thatof Papiniay, Prefeftus Pre- 
Y. * forio, who will not fail'to execute what 
_ * you command him, finte' you are min 
© poſſeſſion of the Imperial Dignity. 
Severus was ftisfied with ' ſpeaking to 
him after this thanner, without 


2 greater Severity, thouph he would of- 
ten blame Marcus- Aurelius for not” pits 
ting 


© HR 

ting Commodus to Death. He would ſome- 
times too threaten A»toninus hard. But 
then he was in Anger, and his Threats 
were vain and | inſignificant, ſince he 
really had a greater tenderneſs for his 
Children than for the Republick. Yet 
one cannot excuſe him for having been 
the cauſe of the death of the youngeſt; 
and for having in ſome ſort deliver'd him 
over to his Brother, who was to put him 
AMES ood = oo gm inn 
The Inhabitants of Britax having ta- 
ken up Arms contrary to the faith of 
Treaties, Severus commanded his Sol- 
diers to enter their Country, and to 
put all they met to the Sword, making 
uſe of two Greek Verſes, the ſenſe of 
which was, that they ſhould not let 
the very Children eſcape that: were hid 
in their Mother's Bellies. -That which 
diſpos'd him. to make fo cruel a War 
upon theſe People was, becauſe the Ca- 
ledonians and the Meate had: agreed to+ 
gether to joyn- their Forces in order to 

| break the Treaty, and ſhake off the yoke 

of Obedience. But in the midſt of his 
Enterprize he was taken off by a Di- 
ſtemper, to which it is pretended Anto- 
»inus had very. much contributed, 6þ> - 
ws Tis 
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'Tis faid that being at the point of Deatli 
he ſpoke to his Sons in theſe words: © Live 

* peaceably together, inrich the Soldi- 
* ers, and make no acconnt of the reſt 
* of your Subjets. His Body was born 
by the Soldiers to the Funeral Pile, a- 
_ bout which the Army and the two Sons 
of the decens'd Emperor made ſeveral. 
Proceſſions in honour of his Memory. 
Abundance of Preſents were caſt upon 
it, and at laſt the fire was put to it by 
Antoninus and Geta, "The Aſhes were 
colleted and receiv'd into an Urn of 
Porphyry, carried to Rewe, and depoſit- 
ed in the Tomb of the Antonins. "Tis 
ſaid that Severus order'd the Urn ta 
be brought to him ſome few days be-_ 
fore his Death, and taking it between 
his Hands, he ſaid, © Thou ſhalt con- 
* tain a Man, that the World has not 
© been able to contain. He was {mall 
of Stature, but of a ſtrong Conſtitutt- 
on, though ; it had been a little broken 
by the Gout. He had excellent Parts, 
was a lover of Learning, and had ap- 
plied himſelf ro it in fuch a manncr, 
thar the progreſs he made in it had ren- 
dred him more Able than Eloquent. He 


was grateful to his Friends, revengetfut | 
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to his Enemies, unwearied in the buſi- 


neſs of his High Office, and unmind- 
ful of the Reports that were ſpread a- 
gainſt him. He had an extream paſſion 
for heaping up Money, and put all ways 
in practice for that end. Yet it muſt 
be confeſsd, that he never put any to 
Death for his Eſtate. His own expen- 
ces were very moderate. He rais'd ſe- 
veral Structures, and repair'd old ones 
that were decay'd. He built a Magnifi- 
cent Temple in Honour of Bacchus and 
Eercules. Thele great expences did not 
hinder him from leaving immenſe Sums 
in the Treaſury. He very ſtrenuoutly 
oppos d the publick Incontinence, and 
made ſeveral Laws to ſtop the Torrent. 
Abundance of Citizens were ſearch'd for 
upon this occaſion, and when I was Con- 


ſul, I found the names of three thou- 


ſand that were accus'd in the Regiſters. 
But there being a latitude in the Inſtru- 


 Etions of the Judges, that diſpens'd them 
from putting the rigour of the Laws in 


execution, Severus ſuffer'd this Relaxa- 
tion, without giving himſelf much trou- 
ble about it. This Corruption of the 
Roman Manners, occaſion'd once an a- 
greeable Repartee from a Caledonian Wo- 
« man, 


FL 

man, whoſe name was Argetoxa, to the 
Empreſs Julia. As they were in Con- 
verſation. together after the concluſion 
of the Treaty made between the two 
 Natjons, and Julia was rallying the 0- 
ther about the Liberties the Caledonian 
Women took publickly with Men, ſhe 
 anſher'd her in theſe words : We fariſ- 
* fie the neceſſities of Narure in a more 
_ © commendable raanner than you. For 

* whereas you ſeek the moſt- tetir'd 
* Corners, and molt profound darkneſz 
* to proftitute your ſelves to the vileſt 
* of Men, we appeat.in the face of the 


* World, enjoying the Society of che bras 


* veſt Men upon Earth 
For what remains, Severus obſerv'd 
the following order in his Actions iti 
time of Peace. He fat as carly as the day 
in the Courts of Juſtice, after which he 
took the diverſion of Walking, at which 
time he entred itito a Converſation about 
ſomewhat that concern'd the good of the 
Empire, then went to hear Cauſes ex- 
cept upon Feſtival-days. He gave botti” 
ſides as much Water as they defir'd, and. 
left us the entire freedom of our Judg- 
ments. At Noon he got on Horſeback, 
and rode as long as poliibly he could, 
X. 2, bath'd. 
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bath'd, and din'd either alone or with his 
_ Children. When he roſe from Table, 
which was very elegant, he repos'd till 
he was wakd. Then he walk'd again, 


L 


and diſcours'd of Learning. In the E- 
vening he bath'd again, then ſup'd with 


his moſt intimate Friends, admitting ns 


others to Is Table, except upon extra- 
ordinary days when he made very mag- 
nificent Entertainments. He liv'd fixty 
five Years, nine Months, and five and 
twenty Days, he was born the eleventh 
day of April, He Reignd ſeventeen 
Years, eight Months and three Days. 
He was ſo much form'd for Action, that 
when he was dying, he ask'd if there 


| wasany thing moreto be diſpatch. 


"THE 
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R E 1 i; N 
OF THE 
EMPEROR 
ANTONINUS, 


Surnam'd CARACALL 4. 


' Fter the Death of Severns, Anto- 
A #inus made himſelf fols Maſter 
- of the Sovereign Power, tho' he 
ſhar'd it in appearance with Geta his Bro- 
ther. He made a Peace immediatcly 
with his Enemies, and gave up to them 
their Lands and Fortreſſes. He dif- 
miſs'd ſome of his Servants, of which 
number was Papinian, and he put others 
to Death, as Evodus his Governor, Ca- 


TI i 


flor, Plantilla his Wife, and Plautus her 
* Brother. He treated in the ſame faſhi- 

. on a Man who was of no very exalted 
profeſſion, for he was a driver of Cha- 
riots, but who was become very famous 
i" that Province, and had no other rea- 

l ſon to uſe him ſo, but becauſe he was 
8 of a Party that was contrary to that 
| 


which he favourd. He was put to 

| Death in a very advanc'd Age, and af- 

| ter he had won ſeven hundred fourſcore 

| and two Crowns of Laurel, which is a 
greater number than was ever gaind by 

any other. Caraca//a had had a deſign 
to kill his Brother hoth betore and af- 

ter the death of his Father. But he could 

not accompliſh it during his Fathers 

Life, becauſe he was watchtul to preſerve 

him ; nor immediately after his Death, 

becauſe during the Journey the Soldiers, 

who Jlov'd Geta extreamly on the ac- 

count of his reſembling Severus, would 

not have (ufter'd it. But he effected it 

aiter their return to Rowe. 

They made each other reciprocal 
Compliments, and ſhewd other out- 
ward marks of Aile&tion, but they went 
counter to them in the reſt of their 
Actiuas, wiuch breath'd nothing but Ha- 
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CIT 
tred , and promis'd nothing but Tra- 
gical Events. Before they return'd 
to Rome, there were ſome Signs obſery d 
of the Misfortune that threatned them. 
For the Senate having order'd a Sacri- 
fice to the Gods to obtain a Reconcili- 
ation between them, and chiefly to the 
Goddeſs Concord, the Prieſts prepar'd 
the Victim, and the Conſul went to af- 

{iſt at the Solemnity z but notwithſland- 
Ing thoſe Prieſts had ſearch'd all Night 
for the Conſul, and the Conſul Pad 
been to ſeek for them upon the ſame 
account, they were not able to meet; 
and ſo there was no Sacrifice. Theday 
following two Wolves went up to the 
Capitol, one was taken in the Market- 
place, and the other was kill'd without 
the Walls, which was look'd upon as a 
Preſage of what was to happen to the 
two Emperors. Antoninus deſign'd to 
have diſpatch'd Geta during the Solem- 
nity of the Saturnalia, but he could 


not meet with an opportunity, becauſc 


their variance being grown publick, they 
ſtood both upon their Guard. They 
employ'd Men that were always Arm'd, 
who were continually upon the watcl: 
to {urprize each other, and ſometimes 


of Os Came 
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Came to blows. Geta was guarded Night 
and Day, within and without Doors by 
Soldiers and Gladiators, till weary of 
living in ſuch continual diſtruſt and un- 
cafineſs, he beg'd his Mother to pro- 
cure a Meeting between him and his 
Brother, and to make them Friends. 
He was no ſooner entred into the A- 
partment of Julia, but ſome Officers 
lent by Caraca//a got in, fell upon 
him immediately, and murder'd him in 
his Mother's Arms, at a time when he 
was claſp'd in her Embraces, and as it 
were fix'd to her Breaſt, crying out, 
* O Mother, ſave me, they Murder me. 
Thus was this unhappy Empreſs delu- 
ded by the treachery of Antoninus Ca- 
racalla, and had the grievous Misfor- 
tune to fee her Son murder d in her 
Arms, and to be cover'd with his Blood. 
She recey d her felf a ſhght wound in 
the Hand, which the did not fo much 
as complain of. But what compleated 
her meaſure of Sorrow was, ſhe durſt 
not ikew her concern for a Son whom 
they had depriv'd her of, by ſo black. 
a piece of treachery in the flower of his 
youth, at the Age of two and twenty 
v% ears, and nine Months ; but ſhe was 

CON» 
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VT 
conſtrain'd to rejoyce at it, as if it had 
been a ſignal piece of good fortune. 
They obſerv'd fo narrowly the geſtures 
and countenance of this Empreſs, the 
Widow of an Emperor, and the Mo- 
ther of two Emperors, that ſhe had not 
the liberty to ſhew the leaſt: token of 
Sorrow for the moſ? cruel accident that 
had ever happend to her. Tho' 'twas 
very late in the Night when this Mur- 
der was committed, Caracal/a went im- 
mediately to the Camp, giving out as 
he paſs'd, that there had been a Con- 
ſpiracy form'd againſt him, and that he 
had been in very great danger. When 
he had paſsd the Wall, he taluted rhe 
Soldiers, and without relating to them 
what had happen'd, he ſtopd their 
Mouths with mighty Promiſes, that they 
might not ſhew a reſentment which Pie- 
ty would have exated from them up- 
on ſuch an occaſion. * My Compani- 
* ons, ſaid he to them, it depends at 
* preſent only on my ſelf to diſtribute 
* Gifts among you. I look on my elf. 
* as one of you, and will only live for 
* the future to heap benefits upon you. 
* I defire to live among you, or to dic 
* with you, 1 am not atraidof wh, 

anc 
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* and I ſhall be glad to find it in Battel, 
* where every brave Man would chuſe 
* toend his Life, rather than on any o- 
© ther occaſion. 

The day following he explaind him- 
ſelf in the Senate in few words, and 
when he roſe from his Seat and was 
near the Door, © Take notice, ſaid he 
* to us, of one thing, which the whole 
© World will be pleasd with. Let all. 
© the baniſh'd People in general, for 
* what Crimes ſoever they are condemn'd, 
* return home from the places of their 
© Exile. Thus he diſpeopled the Iflands 
of thoſe wicked Wretches they were 
fill'd with, and ſoon after ſupply'd their ' 
places with the Soldiers, Freedmen, and 
Officers of his Brother Geta. He put 
to Death of a ſudden to the number of 
twenty thouſand Men and Women, and 
others that had Offices and Employ- 
ments in the Palace. Papintan was the 
moſt conſiderable of them. Antoninus 
reprov'd him that had put him to Death, 
for making uſe of an Ax inſtead of a 
Sword. He defſign'd to have ſerv d C;- 
lon in the ſame manner, though he had 
been his Governor, and his Friend, Pre- 
fed of Rome 1n the Reign of Severus, and 


had 
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had often done him the honour to call 
him his Father. The Soldiers, whom 
he had commanded to put him to Death, 
pillag'd his Houſe, and having found 
him in his Bath, carried him thro' rhe 
Via Sacra to the Palace, cover'd with a 
ſimple Tunick, and having nothing but 
Sandals on his feet. They tore his 
Cloaths, and ſtruck him ſo rudely on 
the face, that the Citizens and Soldiers 
of the City were aſtoniſh'd at it. An- 
foninus being in fome confuſion, occa- 
ſion'd by the preſence of thoſe who 
could not approve of ſuch unworthy u- 
ſage, ran to meet Czlon, and having at 
that time a Military Habit on, cover'd 
him with it, and faid to thoſe that held 
him, © Don't hurt my Father, don't 
© ſtrike my Governor. He condemn'd 
the Tribune and Soldiers to Death, as 2 
puniſhment in appearance for their ll 
uſage of Cz/on, but in truth tor having 
faild to execute the order he had given 
them, which was to diſpatch him. I 
will not undertake here to give the 
names of all the conſiderable Perſons 
| he put to death, without any formality 
of Juſlice. I ſhall content my ſelf with 
ſaying, that he ſent out of the hs 
all 
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all thoſe he had a mind to be rid of, 


without examining whether there was 
any reaſon for it or not, and by this 


means he depriv'd Rome of the beſt of 


| her Inhabitants. After ſome time grow- 


ing weary of Murders, he turn'd his 
thoughts to the diverſions of the The- 
atre, which yet were not exempt from 
Blood. For to ſay nothing of an Ele- 
phant, a Rhznoceros, a Tyger, and a /7ip- 


po-Tyger, that were killd in a day, he 


took great pleafure in the Combats of 
Gladiators, and he oblig'd one, call'd 


Baton, to fight with three ſucceſſively 
_ the ſame day, and when he was kill'd 


in the laſt Battel, he made a very noble 


Funeral for him. 


He had ſo profound a Veneration for 
the Name and Memory of Alexander, 
that he for the moſt part made uſe of 
ſuch Arms and Utenſils, as that King 
had formerly us'd, filling the Camp and 
Rome 1t felt with his Statues. He rais'd 
a Phalanx conſiſting of ſixteen thouſand 
Men, all Macedonzans originally, and 
call'd it the Phalanx of Alexander. He 
provided them with the ſame Arms 
which the Macedonians formerly usd in 
the Reign of that Conqueror, viz. A 

Helmet 


1 4 

Helmet made of the Hide of an Ox un- 
rann'd, a Cuiraſs of Linnen woven with 
three Threads, 2 Shield of Copper, a 
long Lance, 'a ſmall Javelin, Buskins, 
and a Sword. He was not ſatisfied with 
this, but took upon himſelf the name 
of Alexander of the Faſ?, and wrote 
one day to the Senate, that the Soul of 
Alexander was entred into his Body, to 

animate it longer than it had formerly 
done his own. He had ſo ſtrong an a- 
verſion for thoſe Philoſophers that pro- 
fels'd to follow Ari/totle, that he de- 
priv'd them of the Immunities and Pri- 
viledges they enjoy'd in Alexandria. He 
had even a deſign to burn the Books 
of that Philoſopher, under pretence that 
he had been the canſe of the death of 
Alexander. He had always feveral E- 
lephants in his Retinue to imitate A4/ex- 
ander, or rather Bacchus. Having one 
day commended a Tribune for his agili- 
ty in mounting a Horſe, he askd him 
what Country-man he-was. When he 
underſtood he was a Macedonian, he cn- 
quir'd his name. The Tribune anfiver- 
ing Antigonus, he ask'd the name of his 
Father ; and when he heard 'twas Phi- 
Up, he cried 'out aloud, * 1 have all f 
| * could 
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© could defite, He rais'd him on the 
inſtant to a more conſiderable Poſt in 
the Army, and ſoon after to the Digni- 
ty of a Senator, and Prefeit. There 
was another who was-no ; Macedoman, 
and had been guilty of ſeveral Crimes, 
whom he. treated favourably, only be- 
caule his name was Alexarder. As the 
| Advocate -who was chargd with _his 


Proceſs was. repeating, Alexander is. a 
 Murderer, Alexander is an Enemy of 
the Gods,  Antoninus interrupting him 
ſaid, * If you perſiſt in declaiming a- 
* gainſt Alexander, your Life ſhall an- 
* {wer it. This paſlonate lover of 4- 
lexander us'd the Soldiers with great ci- 
vility, but in revenge his thoughts were 
continually employ'd how to oppreſs 
and ruine People of all other Conditi- 
ons, and chiefly Senators. Beſides 0- 
_ ther Impoſitions which were almoſt num- 

berleſs, we were oblig'd rar he 

went out of Rome, to be at the charge 
of preparing lor his entertainment up- 
on the Road, though he was never to 
make uſe of it. We were likewiſe con- 
{train'd to prepare Theatres and /7ippo- 
dromes in thoſe Countries where 'twas 
imagin'd he would pals the Winter, ht 

a 
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all we had done with a prodigious ex- 
' pence to us, was demoliſh'd the next 

_ Moment without being put to any ufe, 
which was a clear Demonſtration that 
his deſign was to ruine us. He gave 
 1mmenſe Sums to the Soldiers, and for 
the maintenance of Horſes and Beaſts. 
He was himſelf at the charge of buy- 
ing part of thoſe Beaſts and Horſes, and 
oblig'd us to provide the reſt, and when 
he had them he kill'd them. He kill'd 
to the number oi a hundred wild Boars 
with his own Hand. He drove Chari- 
ots cloath'd in Blue, and follow'd thoſe 
exerciſes with an incredible paſſion. He. 
had the ſubtlety and diflitmulation of 
his Mother, and the Syrians, among 
whom ſhe was born. He uſually gave 
the direction of the Sports and Com- 
bats either to his Freedmen, or other 
Perſons of Subſtance, that they might 
| be profuſe upon that occaſion, ſubmit- 
. ted meanly to their Authority, and ask'd 
them for his piece of Gold, as it he 
had been one of the Populace. He 
compar'd his Char to that of the Sun, 
and pretended to imitate its rapid courſe. 
In ſhort, all the Provinces under his 
power were ruin'd to that deſolation hes 
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[ 32d } 
his Reign, that the People cried out 
one day at the Circus, * We put to death 


* the Living, to have wherewithal to 


* bury the Dead. He often faid, that 


he would have all the Money of the 
Empire to give his Soldiers. When Ju- 


lia put him in mind one day of his 
Proftuſions, and told him that all his 
Revenues were gone, he replied to her, 
* I beg you, Madam, not to be trou> 


_ * bled, and to be aſlur'd, that as long. 


"as we have the Sword in our Hands, 
* we ſhall want nothing. He gave not 


_ only great Sums of Money, but Lands 
and Eſtates to thoſe who flatter d his 


paſſions. He gave two hundred and fit- 


ty thouſand Drachmas to Julius Pans 


linus, as a reward for an agreeable piece 


_ of Raillery, though he did it leſs to ob- 


lige him, than to ſatisfie his humour. 
He had faid to him, that he knew how 
to counterfeit a Man in paſlion ſo well, 


that he ſeem'd to be in earneſt. He 
never applied his mind to Learning, or 


Vertue. Nor did he ever learn any 
thing, as he frankly acknowledg'd. For 


| Which reaſon he eſteem'd us very lit- 


tle, cſpecially thoſe among us whom. 


| he knew. to be addicted to Study. Se> 


Vera 
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verus however had been very careful to 
have him taught thoſe Exerciſes that 
might form the Body and Mind. And af- 
ter he came to the Empire, he ſpent ſeve- 
ral hours of the day with learned Men, 
and read Books of Philoſophy with 
them. He us'd likewiſe to ſupple his 
Joynts with Oil, to ride much, and to 
bath in cold Water, By theſe Exerciſes 
he had increas'd his Strength, and qua- 
lified himſelf to endure Fatigues, but 
he had preſerv'd no Idea of Learning. 
Not that he wanted a due concepti- 
on of things, or words to expreſs his 
thoughts. On the contrary he had a 
wonderful readineſs of Speech, on e- 
very occa{ion that preſented it ſelf to his 
Mind. CEE IE 
| After having thus drawn a sketch of 

his Manners, it may not be improper 
to repreſent his manner of making War. 
He deceivd Augares King, of the Oſroe- 
tans, and put him in Irons, though he 
came to viſit him upon the ſecurity of 
a Treaty as an Ally. When he had thus 
depriv'd him of his Liberty, twas eaſie | 
for him to uſurp his Kingdom. Ha- 
ving learnt that the King of Armenia 
was at Variance with his Sons, he wrote 
| nw 4 I £ 
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a very civil Letter to him, and offer'd 
to be Arbitrator of their Difterences. 
Under this pretence he ſeiz'd upon him, 
| as he had ſerv'd Awgares before. But 
he was not able notwithſtanding to 
make himſelf Maſter of his Kingdom, 
the People chuſing rather to take Arms 
| than to ſubmit to his Power. No bo- 
dy truſted him aſter fo black a piece of 
Treachery, and he learnt by experience, 
how dangerous it is for an Emperor to 
deceive his Friends and Allies. Writing 
one day to the Senate concerning the 
difterence. there was between the Kings 
of Parthia, he told them that the Mil- 
underſtanding of thoſe Princes who 
were Brothers, might contribute to the 
ruine of their Kingdom, as if thoſe Va» 
riances that might be deſtructive to a 
foreign State, had been very ſervicea- 
ble towards the preſerving of the Ro- 
man Empire. Could 'the protuſe Dona- 
tives he had diſtributed to the Soldiers, 
as a reward for the Murder of his Bro- 
ther, contribute to the advancing of 
Riches and Plenty among us ? To have 
written to him heretofore, or to have 
been of the number of his Guards was 
eſteem'd a Crime. To have written or 

pro- 


THT. 
_ pronounc'd his Name, though without 
deſign, was ſufficient to be declar'd guil- 
ty, and to be condemn'd. The Poets 
were forbidden to give the name of 
Geta to any of the Perſons in their Dra- 
matick Works. They who had put 
him in their Wills, were puniſh d with 
the confiſcation of their Goods. For 
what remains, with all theſe faults he 


+ very plain, frugal Life in the preſ- 


ſing neceſlities of War, and perſonally 
underwent all fatigues with the Soldi- 
_ ers. He march d every where with them, 
without changing his Cloaths, or ta» 
king any other Nouriſhment, but what 
they took themſelves. He ſometimes 
ſent a dehance to the ſtrongeſt and bra- 
veſt of his Enemies, as if Victory had 
depended on a ſingle Combat, and not 
on Order and Diſcipline eſtabliſh'd thro' 
the whole Army; and thus while he a- 
mus'd himſelt with theſe flight Exerci- 


ſes, he neglected the principal Duties of _ 


an Emperor. 

He had a very ſharp War with the 
 Cenni, a People that are a part of the. 
Celtick Nation. *Tis (aid they fought 
with ſo much obſtinacy, that they 
pluck'd out with their Teeth the Darts 

of 0m. they 
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they receiv'd from the Oſrcenzans, that 
es y might keep their hands at liberty, 
without Toſing a Moment's time, for 
the deftruftion of the Romans, He 
gave them a great Sum of Money to 
obtain the liberty of retiring into Ger- 
many. He ask'd ſome of their Wives 
whom the Romans had taken, which 
they would chooſe, to be fold or put to 
Death, they anſwer'd, that they pre- 
ferr'd Death before Servitude. "When 
they were fold, they killd themſelves, 
and ſome of them kill'd their Children 
tOO. | 

Antoninus a\ter d the Coin, and made 
Tin and Copper pals tor Silver and Gold. 
He was unhealthy and ſubject to Infr- 
mities. whereof ſome were viſible, and 
others conceal'd. But his Mind was 
much more diforderd than his Body. 

He was tormented with trighttul Ima- 
ginations, fancying ſometimes he was 
purſued by his Father and his Brother 
with naked Swords in their Hands. He 
invok'd the Souls oi the Dead, and par- 
ticularly thoſe of his Father and Commo- 
 dus, to deliver him from theſe Viſions. 
| But he never receivd any anſwer ex- 


cept from Commodus, whom he thought = 
advisd 


% 
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advis'd him once to hang himſelf imme- 
diately, and another time that he had 
a conceal'd Diſtemper. He put to Death 
four Yeſfals, one of which he had at- 
tempted to debauch. But he could not 
eflect it, becauſe towards the end of his 
Life, he wanted the Vigour that is ne- 
celſary for thoſe Enjoyments, which 
made him ſeek, as it was ſ2id, more in- 
famous Pleaſures. This Veſtal, whoſe. 
name was Claudia Leta, was buried a- 
live, though ſhe proteſted ſhe was In- 
nocent, and cried out that Antoninus ve- 
ry well knew ſhe was a Virgin. He 
very ſeldom fat in the Courts of Ju- 
tice. But he was very curious, and 
made a ſtrict enquiry into the minuteſt 
Matters. 'Twas for this the Soldiers 
were fo extreamly in his favour, who 
ſervd him as Spies, and he had forbid 
that any one ſhould puniſh chem bat 
himſelf. The Licentiouſnels they en- 
joy d tended to our oppreſſion. Burt 
nothing was ſo ſcandalous and infup- 

- portable to the People and Senate, as 
the Power that was aſlum'd over us by 
an Eunuch, call'd Sempronius Rufus, 2 
Native of Spain, a Poiloner, and Magi- 
cian by profeſſion, who had been for- 
X'3 merly 
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merly baniſh'd into an Iſland by Seve- 
rus, and in danger of being puniſh'd 
with the other noted Evidences. An- 
toninus often ſent us word that he would 
hear Cauſes, and apply himſelf to other 
publick Afﬀairs as early as the Day, and 
rhus kept us waiting till Noon, and 
{omerimes till Night, before he would 
let us enter. He afterwards thovght fit 
-to diſpenſe with our Attendance entire- 
ly for the future. He amusd himſelf 
in the interim with ſome unprofitable, 
ridiculous Exerciies, as driving Chari- 
ots, ſhooting Beaſts, pouring out Wine 
into Cups, drinking hard, and ſending 
it to his Guards in our preſence. Thus 
did he paſs the Winter at Nicomedza. 
He there made frequent reviews of the 
Macedonian Phalanx, which he obligd 
to continual Exerciſe, He allo prepar'd 
two great Machines to be made uſe of 
in the War againſt the Armenians and 
Parthians, and tranſported them by Sea 
into Syrza. BR 

Beſides all this he committed abun- 
dance of Murders, and gave way to 0- 
ther unjuſt and violent Actions. He 
was lavith in his Expences to the moſt 
:Ftravagant Madneſs, in which as well 
_” Ko as 
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as On other occaſions, he was regard- 
leſs of the wiſe Cotinfels of his Mo- 
ther, though he left to her the care of 
his Letters, and the chief Expeditions, 
and. joyn'd the Emipreſs's Name with his 
own, and that of the Army, and fill'd 
his Letters to the Senate with the Prai- 
ſes of his Mother. It is not neceſſary 
to ſay that the principal Men of the 
State made their Compliments to her in 
form, as they did to the Emperor, and. 
paid her the fame Honours. She pro- 
teſs'd an application to the Study of 
Philoſophy. As for him, he made it 
his glory that he wanted nothing, and 
could be ſatisfied with the moſt mode- 
rate way of Living, though there was 
nothing exquiſite or rare in the Elements 
of Air, Earth or Water, bur private 
Men and Communities were oblig'd to 
provide for him. He was ſuch a fa- 
- vaurer of Impoſtors and Magicians, that 
| he paid great Honours to the Memory 
of Apollonius of Cappadocia, who flou 
riſhd in the Reign of Domitian, and e- 
reted a Monument for him. He un- 
dertook the War again(t the Parthians, 
under pretence that Yologeſes had refus'd 
to deliver up to him 7zridates and Az 

XL 4 tiochis 


oF 


[ 328 ] 
tiochas whom he had demanded. This 
Antiochus was a Cilician, and had made 
profeſſion of the Philoſophy of the Cy- 
nicks. He had been very ſerviceable. 
heretofore to the Soldiers by the exam- 
ples of Courage and Patience which he 
had ſet them, by rolling himſelt in the 
Snow before their Eyes, and encoura- 
ging them by this means to endure the 
extremity of Cold. After he had re- 
 ceiv'd Rewards and Honours from Se- 
verus and Autoninus, hegrew vain, went 
over to: 7:ridates, and retir'd with him 
into Parthia. 

 Antoninus, before he left Nicomedia, 
gave a Combat of Gladiators upon the 
Anniverſary of his acceſſion to the Em- 
pire, and even upon that day did not 
abilain from ſhedding of Blood. For a 
Gladiator who was overcome, begging 
his Life of the Emperor, he ſaid to him, 
© Ask it of your Adverſary, for tis not 
 1n my power to give it. His Adverſa- 
ry, who would have given him his Life 
but for the Emperors Anſwer, took it 
away leſt he ſhould appear to have more 
goodneſs and mercy than the Emperor. 
While he was at A#tzoch, abandon'd to 


his pleaſures, he complain'd ſometimes 
of 
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of the fatigues and dangers to which 
he found himſelf expos'd, and accus'd 
the Senate of being reſign d to Idleneſs 
and Negligence. * I have heard, ſays 
2 _ he in a Letter to us, that you preſume 
* to diſhke my Actions. But know that 
- { while lam at the Head of my Troops, 
* I deſpiſe all you can ſay of me. The King 
of the Parthians being ſtruck with 4 
conſternation at tie noiſe of his March, 
deliverd up 7iridates and Antiochus to 
the Roman Emperor, and fo diverted the 
Misfortune that threatned him. Anto- 
ninus after that ſent Theocritus with 
Troops againſt the Armenians, who de- 
feated him. This Theocritus was the 
Son of a Slave, had formerly dancd up- 
. on the Stage, and had {o far inſinuated 
himſelf ſince into the good opinion of 
Antoninus, that he feem'd to be much 
more exalted than the two Prefetti 
Pretorio, There'was another Freedman 
of the Emperor, nam'd Apagatus, who 
match'd him in Power and Infolence. 
This Zheocritus was in a continual fer- 
ment to find out ways of growing rich, 
and for that end made uſe of the moſt 
- unjuſt, without ſparing the Lives and 
Blood of Men. Flavius Titianus was 


EL 
one of thoſe on whom he praQtis'd this 
violence. He had provok'dihimto thar 
degree, when he” was Procurator of A- 
lexandria, that he role from his Seat, 
and ran furiouſly at him with his Sword 
in his Hand. 7ztans ſaid to him in a 
rallying manner, * Behold the Action 
* of a Player, with which Theocritus 
© being touch 'd to the quick, procur'd 
* him to be Murder'd. Though Anto- 
 ninus aftected to ſhew a ſingular Efteem 
and profound Veneration for the Memo- 
of Alexander, he could ſcarce pre- 
vail with himſelf to {pare any part of 
the City, which that renown'd Conque- 
ror had founded heretofore. For hear- 
| ing that the Inhabitants reproach'd him 
with ſeveral Crimes, and eſpecially with 
the Murder of his Brother, he diſguis'd 
his Reſentment, and yet departed with 
a reſolution to be reveng'd. When he 
_ was arrivd in the Neighbourhood of 
| Alexandria, he receiv'd the chief Inha- 
bitants of the City, who came to wait 
upon him attended with the moſt ſa- 
cred and venerable Emblems of their 
Religion, with great civility, ſet them 


at his Table, and then moſt inhumanly 
murder'd them. 


Aﬀer 
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| After this his Troops being put in 
order, he entred the City, ſecur'd the 
Streets, and forbad the Inhabitants to 
quit their Houſes, and made fo general 
a Maſlacre of them, that he forbore to 
number the ſain in his Letter to the Se- 
nate upon this occaſion, but only ſaid 
that 'twas needleſs to ſend a Liſt of 
thoſle who were put to Death, ſince 
there was not a ſingle Perſon in that 
City but deſerv'd the ſame Chaſtiſement. 
Their effets were either plunderd or 
ſpoil'd. Several Strangers, and even 
7 ug that belong 'd to Antoninas, who 
were undiſtinguiſh'd in ſuch a horrible 
confuſion, were involv'd in the Misfor- 
tune of the Inhabitants. As the City 
was very large, and the Slaughter conti- 
nued inceſlantly Night and Day, it was 
impoſiible to make any diſtin&tion. As 
faſt as People were kill'd, their. Bodies 
were thrown into very deep Ditches 
made for that purpoſe, to prevent know- 
ing their Numbers. All Stravgers were 
driven out of the City, except Mer- 
chants, whoſe effets were plunder'd. 
The Temples were usd in the ſame man-_ 
ner. Antoninus was preſent at this bloo- 
F Execungey,, «nd cbnibotes bus "2 
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ders from the Temple of Serapis, where 
he continued feof all the time, tho? 
his hands were dipt in Blood. But what 
do I ſay? He had the Inſolence and Im- 
| piety to ſacrifice to the Gods, and to 
conlecrate in their Temples the Sword 
that was the inſtrument of his Brother's 
Murder. He aboliſh'd the Sports and 
Feſtivals that had been inſtituted here- 
tofore for the diverſion of the People, 
and divided the City into two parts, 
and built Forts to prevent the commu- 
nication of the Inhabitants. This was 
the cruel nſage the miſerable City of 
Alexandria receiv'd from the fury of the 
Beaſt of Ttaly. He had been ſo call'd 
by an Oracle conſulted on this occaſion. 
_ *Tis faid he was pleas'd with the Name, 
and yet he put to death ſeveral Perſons 
for repeating the words of the Oracle 
that calld him ſo. 

He afterwards led his Army againſt 
_ the Parthians for no other reaſon, but 
becauſe Artaban had refus'd him his 
 Davghter in Marriage. The cauſe of 
this refuſal wasfrom a perſwaſion that 
Antoninus had no other regard for the 
Marriage, than as 'twould ſerve for a 
pretence to uſurp his Kingdom. He en- 
Ee, Eh tred 
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tred into Media, laid the Country waſt, 
reduc'd the City of Arbela, demoliſh'd 
the Tombs of the Parthian Kings, and 
diſpers'd their Bones. As this War en- 
ded without fighting, I have no parti- 
culars to relate but this. Two Soldiers 
having taken a Veſſel of Wine, and 
making an equal pretenſion to it, re- 
ferr'd their difference to the Emperor. 
He determin'd that they ought to ſhare. 
their Wine betwixt them, and on the 
_ inſtant they drew their Swords, and cut 
the Veſſel in two. Here was a proof 
| both of the profound reſpect they had 
for their Emperor, to whom they durſt 
propoſe a conteſt of this nature, and of 
_ their excellent ſenſe that made them 
loſe their Wine. The Parthzans retird 
to the Mountains beyond the ZTygris to 
_ prepare for their defence. Antoninus 
endeavour'd to conceal their retreat, and 
gave out that he had ſubdued them. At 
leaſt he wrote to us in very big terms, 
| that he had won the Victory, and thar 
a Lion deſcending from the Mountains 
had fought on his ſide. He aboliſh'd 
the Cuttoms of our Anccttors, and 
chang'd the Order of Military Diſci- 
pline. He invented a Habit cut in the 
_ form 
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form of a CaſfIck, wore it conſtantly 
himſelf, from whence he was ſurnam'd 
Caracalla, and commanded his Soldiers 
to wear the fame. When the Parthi- 
ans faw his manner of living, that tend- 
ed to the ſoftning of his Soldiers Mirids, 
that they paſs'd the Winter in Houfes, 
and- conſum'd the Subſtance of their 
Landlords, they march'd with a deſign 
to attack them, in hopes the Inhabitants 
who had been ſo rigorouſly usd would 
be of their ſide. Antoninus prepar'd to 
receive them. Bnt he did not come 
to an Engagement with them, becauſe 
he was ſlain in the midſt of his Guards, 
in whom he had repos'd a perfect con- 
fidence, and for whom he had always a 
ſingular Eſteem. ; | 

A Man skill'd in PrediQtion had fore- 
told in Africa, that Macrinus Captain of 
the Guards, and Diadumenus his Son 
ſhould come to the Empire. This Pre- 
_ dition had been ſo generally difpers'd, 
that the Author of it was ſent to Rome, 
Where he repeated it to Flavius Mater- 
nianus, who commanded the Soldiers of 
the City, and who wrote inſtantly to 
_ Antoninas to give him notice of it. But 
the Letter was carried to Antzoch, where 

| Fulia 
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Julia his Mother had Orders to open all 
Letters while her Son was taken up 
with proſecuting the War in an Ene- 
mies Country. CUlpius Julianus the Cen- 
| for wrote to Macrinus at the ſametime, 
to acquaint him with the report relating. 
to him. He knew the buſineſs long 
before the Emperor, whoſe Letters had 
been ſtopd, as have faid, and when he 
receivd the news, he began to appre- 
hend that A»!oninus would put him to 
Death, That which era his fear 
was, an Egyptian call'd Serapion had told 
 Antoninas ſome: days before, that he had 
but little time to live, and that Macri- 
4s Would ſucceed him. This Serapron 
had been exposd for his freedom of 
Speech to a Lion, who did him no man- 
ner of hurt. When he ſaw the Lion 
had ſpar d him,- he orderd him to be 
put to death. He declzr'd as he was 
dying, that he could have avoided this 
kind of Death, if he had been Maſter 
of another day to invoke his Gods. Ma- 
crinus thinking himſelf in extream dan- 
ger, and muiſtruſting Antonznus becauſe 
he had remov'd his moſt intimate Friends 
| underapretence of giving them Employ- 


ments, judg d there was no time bo ry 
@ 


Hl. 

loſt, and employ'd two 7ribines of the 
Guards to diſpatch the Emperor, by 
whom they had been ill us'd. The 
thing was done in this manner. Anto- 
_ #inus ſetting out from Edefſa upon the 
eighth day of A4pri/ togo to Carre, and 
lighting from his Horſe to fatisfie a ne- 
cellity of Nature, one of the two Tri- 
bunes approach'd him, as if it had been 
upon buſineſs, gave him a ſtab with a 
ſhort Dagger, and fled. He might have 
eſcapd it he had thrown away his Po- 
niard. But not parting with it, he was 
diſcover'd, and pierc'd with a Dart by 
Aa Scythian of the Guards at a diſtance. 
The Tribunes coming up to Antoninus, 
as twere to defend him, diſpatch'd him. 
He liv'd but nine and twenty years, and 
reign'd fix, two Months, and my 
Days. 

HisDeath was preceded by ſeveral very 
remarkable Circumſtances, which I can- 
not relate without Aſtoniſhment. The 
laſt time he ſet out from Artzoch, he 
_ dreamt that he ſaw his Father with a 
Sword in his Hand, threatning him with 
theſe words, * I will kill thee in the fame 

* manner as thou haſt killd thy Bro- 
* ther. The Augurs advis'd him to take 
Care 
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care of himſelf upon the day he was 
kill'd, and declar'd to him that the paſſa- 
ges of the Victim's Liver were ſhut up. 
Yet more, as he paſsd by a Gate a 
favourite Lion that us'd to fit at Table 
with him, and lie by him on his Bed, 
laid hold of him, and tore off the low- 
er-part of his Robe, but without mind- 
ing this Paſſage he went on. He bred 
a great number of other Lions, had al- 
ways one of them near him, and often 
kiſsd his darling Lion before a multi- 
' tude of People. I have heard that a 
Fire happening of a ſudden a little be- 
fore his Death at Alexandria, it con- 
ſum'd the Sword that had killd his Bro- 
ther Geta, which had been dedicated in 
the Temple of Serapis, and ſpard all 
the reſt. Yet further, there fell at Rowe 
a Statue of Mars, as 'twas carried in 
State among others at the time when 
they were going to celebrate the Sports 
of theCircus. Axrtoninus ſeem'd to fore- 
tell his own Death in the laſt Letter 

he wrote to the Senate, by which he 
| forbad them to wiſh for the future that 
his Reign might laſt an Age. "Twas a 
wiſh the Senate had been accuſtom'd to 
make from his firſt Acceſſion to the 
_— Empire. 


——_ 
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Empire. He never found fault with it 
but this one time, becauſe *twas a Pray- 
er whoſe efte& could not be obtain'd : 
But that which is conſiderable in it is, 
that he ſignified by thoſe words, that 
his Reign would ſhortly end. At the 
time when all theſe Circumſtances were 
publiſh'd, I remember that when he gave 


us an Entertainment in Nicomedia, at 


the Feſtival of the Saternalia, after he 
had convets'd with us upon ſeveral Sub- 
jets according to his cuſtom, he call'd 
me to him, and ſaid, * Dion, Euripides 
© has faid with as much Truth as Ele- 


© gance, that Fate has ſeveral AſpeQs, 


© that the Gods ſend us many things a- 
* gainſt our expectation, that the moſt 
eaſie deſigns prove abortive, and the 
moſt difhcult ſucceſsful , when they 
are pleasd to appoint them ſo. I lookt 
upon this Diſcourſe as ſpoke at ran- 
dom, and tending to nothing at that 


C 
k 
« 


time. But when after his Death I call'd 
' It backto my remembrance, I was per- 


{waded that thoſe Divine Words were a 
Prophecy of what was to happen to 


him. Jupiter, calld the Beautiful, who 


is adord at Apamea a City of Syrza, 
had betore made two ſuch Predictions 
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to:SeveHtes.:; Before he wame to the Em- 
pire he told' him that the had Eyes and 
Head ihifre'/j a Body Wrke Mars, 
and 2* Stomch Hike 'thar of Neprune, 
and bfter>hg; wes Emperor, lie: forerolt 
him rhar:: Ins oor a gwen TR th 
Blood:!!.; | 3 93114 039 16 DU VE 

''Thire ws found-after thiDenk of | 
Autoninus, a great quantity of Poiſons 
which he had ſent for out of the Up- 
per 4/a, and had bought for five Milli- 
ons five hundred thouſand Drachma's 
in order to get rid of all thoſe whom 
he ſhould diſlike. Theſe Poiſons were 
burnt, and contributed wondertully to. 
heighten the publick hatred againſt his 
Memory , which was vilified by tte 
moſt opprobrious Afronts. He was no 
longer call'd Antoninus, but either Ca- 
racalia, as I have already ſaid, of 7a- 
rantas, which was the name of a Gla- 
| diator, that was very little, very ill 
made, and very much a Villain, "Bug 
let him be calld by what Name he 
will, he was the Man I have deſcrib'd. 
Severus his Father ſeem'd to have com- 
manded me to leave to Poſterity a faith- 
ful Hiſtory of his Reign, for at the 
time of his Death I dreamt I faw him 

L 2 tpon 
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upon a Throne, from whence he ſpoke 
to his Army that ſurrounded him in a 
1118 Plain, and as T made my approaches to 
wi hear him, he call'd me and faid, * Come 

* forward Dzon, that being exaRly in- 
* form'd of all that ſhall be ſaid or done, 
_ © you maybe able to write a faithful ac- 
* count of it. Such was the Life and 
.* Death of 7arantas. | 
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ACRINTU S was of Ceſarca 
in Mauritania, born of Parents 
he of a mean Condition, and had 
an Ear picrcd after the faſhion of the 
Moors. Butthe eminence of his Vertue 
hid in ſome ſort the meanneſs of his 
Birth. He was more careful to diſcharge 
all the Duties of Juſtice, than he had 
been to inſtruct himſelf in them. He 
' was honour'd by Antorinus with the Of- 
fice of Prefetus Pretorio, or Captain 
_ of the Guards, qnd diſcharg'd his Truſt 
G3 with 
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with great Integrity. Four days after 
the death of that Prince, he was de- 
ctard his Succeſſor by the Army; whom 
he had promisd among other things 
to deliver from the fatigues of War. 
When he had the Sovereign Power 
in his Hands, he took very oppoſite 
meaſures to thoſe of Antonznus, and put 
things into excellent order. He made 
a Decree to forbid the erecting of any 
Statue of Silver to him above the weight 
of ten Marks, and of Gold above fix. 
| He was accusd of making a very ill 
choice of Officers, and of putting un- 
worthy Men- into Places; which is a 
fault of the laſt Importance in the ad- 
miniſtration of Afﬀairs, and of pernici- 
ous conſequence to the Subject. He 
began ſoon after to live with extream 
Delicacy, and to uſe his Power with 
the utmoſt Severity, thinking by this 
ſhew of Grandeur, to hide the mean- 
neſs of his Extraftion. He was very 
haughty to ſuch as he ſuſpeted had 
a contempt for the obſcurity of his 
Family, and a regret to ſee him in fo 
ſublime a Station, in which they thought 
_ he was ſupported by no kind of Merit. 

Trers were even ſome whom he put | 
ho 
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to Death upon this occaſion, in ſtead 
of reflefting upon the change of his For- 
tune, and obſerving a moderation in the 
midſt of Power, and gaining by his 
goo_ the Aﬀe@tion of his Subjeas. 
evertheleſs the Joy People were in 

for the death of the Tyrant poſlefs'd 
_ their thoughts to that degree, that they 
were unmindful of the low extraction 
of Macrinus, and ſubmitted to him with- 
out any difficulty. They refleted more 
upon him from whom they were deli- 
ver'd, than him to whom they ſwore 
new Allegiance, and were per{waded 
that whatſoever their new Prince might 
prove, he would {till be preferable to 
the other. Macrinus baniſh'd into an 
Iland Lucius Priſcilian, who inthe pre- 
ceding Reign had made himſelf famous 
for the miſchiets he had done, and tor 
his Combats with wild Beaits. He 
fought one day alone with a Bear, a 
Panther, a Lioneſs, a Lion, and killd 
ſeveral other Beaits. But he had occa- 
 ſion'd by his Calumnies the Deaths of 
yct a greater number of Men, Knights 
and Senators. When Julia the Mother 
of Antoninus receiv'd the news of his 
Death at Arntzcch, where ſhe then was, 
E 4 the 
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ſhe was ſo ſenſibly afteted with it, that 
ſhe beat her Breaſt, and tore her Cloaths, 
as if ſhe had been in the laſt Deſpair, 
and perfetly refolv'd not to ſurvive 
him. She griev'd for him, though ſhe 
had always hated him. His Death per- 
haps was not the motive of her Sorrow, 
| but ſhe was now reduc'd to a private 
condition. The Grief that tranſported 
her, drew from her Mouth ſeveral things 
of no ſmall diſadvantage to the reputa- 
tion of Macrinus. But when the ſaw 
that he neither deprivd her of her 
| Guards, nor of her Houſhold, and that 
he had written to her in very obliging 
terms, ſhe had not ſo eager a deſire to 
die. When he came afterwards to hear 
what ſhe had ſaid of him, tho' her Let- 
ters to him imported quite another thing, 
and receiv'd advice beſides of her form- 
ing Cabals with her Guards to uſurp 
the Sovereign Power, as Semiramis and 
Nitecris her Country-women had for- 
merly -done, he ſent her orders to leave 
Antioch, and to retire where ſhe pleas'd. 
Then ſhe took a reſolution to die by re- 
fuſing to eat. It muſt be own'd too, 
that a Cancer ſhe had in her Breaſt, 
which ſhe had inflam'd by her Blows, 
contributed to her Death.  Macri» 


Fm 2 Pn 
Macrinus hearing that Artahan» made 
great Levies, and prepar'd in earneſt for 
War, endeavourd to pacifie him by re- 
mitting Priſoners to him, and writing 
to him in very obliging Terms. Bur 
 Artaban very far from being willing to 
agree upon reaſonable Conditions, de- 
manded the re-eſtabliſhment of ſuch Ci- 
ties as had been deſtroyd, the reſtitu- 
tion of all Meſopotamia, and reparation 
for the ruine of the. Royal Tombs. 
Whereupon Macrinus without loſing time 
1n Conſultations, advanc'd towards Nz- 
fibis, where the Enemies were arriv'd, 
came to an Engagement with them up- 
on the occaſion of an Incampment , 
which both Parties aim'd at for the 

_ conveniency of Water, and was defeated. 
He gave them Battel a ſecond time, 

_ which ſucceeding no better than the firſt, 
he was conſtrain'd to buy a Peace, and 
to give Artaban and his Officers above 
fifteen Millions of Drachma's. 

' The Romans were no ſooner deliver'd 
from this foreign War, but they were 
unhappily engagd in a civil Broil, exct- 
ted by the Soldiers, who pretended that 
the Emperor did not uſe them fo well 
as they expected, and was not fo _ 
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ral to them as Antoninus had been; 
We were extreamly diſturb'd at this 
time by the ſight of a Comet which 


 appeard for ſeveral Nights, and exten- 
ded its Tail from Weſt to Eaſt, and we 


often repeated ſome Verſes out of E7o- 
wer, relating to the terrible Thunders 
that roard in the Air ; the conſequence 
of which ſeem'd to be what follows. 

Maiſa, Siſter of the Empreſs Julza, 


| had two Daughters, Socems, and Mam- 


mea, who had each a Son. One had 
been married to Yarus Marcellus a Sy- 
rian, and the other to Martian of the 
ſame Country, who were both Dead. A 
Freedman of the Emperor call'd Eutichi- 


an, who had infinuated himſelf into the 


favour of his Prince by the dexterity 
he had ſhewa at the publick Sportsand 
Combats, taking notice of the hatred 


which the Soldiers bore Macrinus, and 


feeling an impulſe from the anſwers of 
the Oracle of the Sun, ſurnam'd Feli- 


ogabalus, who was worlhip'd with a pro- 


found Veneration, and excited by other 
Oracles, undertook to lay aſide this Em- 
peror, and to ſet up in his place Lupus 
the Grandſon of Mazſa, though he was 
yet but very young, How difficult ſo- 

ever 
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ever this Enterprize was, lie found means 
to accompliſh it. He firſt gave our 
that Lupus was the Natural Son of 4x- 
toninus, and then putting the fame 
Robes upon him that was formerly worn 
by that Prince when he was a Youth, 
he brought him to the Camp in the 
Night, without the knowledge of his 
Mother or Grandmother, and upon the 
ſixteenth day of May perſwaded the Sol- 
diers, who wanted but an occaſion to 
revolt, to prockaim him Emperor, which 
they did by the name of Antoninus 
 Macrinus wrote to the Senate upon 

the occaſion of this falſe Antoninus, cal- 

ling him Child and Fool, He com- 
plain'd in the ſame Letter of the baſe- 
' neſs of the Soldiers, who had ſuffer'd 
themſelves to be corrupted by Bribes to 
revolt againſt him. He added, that in 
his Misfortune he had the conſolation 
of ſurviving a Fratric:zde, who had us'd 
| his utmoſt endeavours to deſtroy the 
' Univerſe. * I doubt not, continued he, 
© but there are too many Perſons who 
© wiſh rather for the death of their So- 
* vereigns, than for their Welfare. Hows- 
© ever [ ſpeak not of my ſelf, as being 

* perſwaded that nobody has any reaſon 
| | Ys | 
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* to wiſh me any hurt. When this laſt 
paſſage was read, Fulvins Diogenian cris 
ed out, * We have all wiſhd for it. He 


had been Conſul, had very little under« 
MNanding, and was neither eſteem'd by 0- 


thers, nor ſatisfied with himſelf. RE 

 Macrinus took the Title of Father ſe- 
veral times in his Letter, and deſfignd 
to make Diadumenus his Son his Afſoci- 


ate in the Empire, though he was 
younger than the falſe Antoninus, to 
whom he objected his Childhood, in 


which we diſcover'd his Weakneſs, The 
falſe Antoninus was ſo extreamly dili- 
gent, that the two Armies met in a place 
about a hundred and fourſcore Furlongs 
from Antioch, Macrinus promis'd himſelf 
great matters from the eagerneſs, warmth, 
and agility of his Troops of Guards, 
waom to make the lighter, he had deveſt- 
cd of their Cuiraſles made in the form of 
Shells, and of their Bucklers. But he was 
vanquiſhd by his own fear, asthe Gods 
ſcem'd to have foretold him by a Pidge- 


on that flew upon his Statue at the time 


when the firſt Letter he had ever ſent 
to us was reading in the Senate. He 
had leſs courage than Maiſa and Soce- 

ett 1d s,, 
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mis, the Grandmother and Mother of 
the falſe 4Antoninus, who perceiving their 
Troops begin to give way leap'd out of 
their Chariots, and upbraided them with 
Cowardiſe. The falſe Antoninus drew 
his Sword the ſame inſtant, rode to-. 
wards them full ſpeed, and throwing 
himſelf before them, as 'twere by Di- 
_ vine Inſpiration, fell upon them with the 
ſame fury as if they had been his Ene- 
' mies, and made them return to the fight. 
Notwithſtanding this they had taken 
flight a ſecond time, it Macrinus had 
not fled himſelf. He ſent his Son to 
Artaban, and retiring towards Antioch 
ave out he had won the day to in- 
ace them to receive him into their Ci- 
ty. But the news of his defeat being 
brought, and ſeveral Murders being com- 
mitted upon the Roads and in the Ci- 
ty, according to the intereſt every bo- 
dy took in one or the other Party,lie fled 
on Horſeback in the Night having cut 
his Beard and Hair, and put an obſcure 
Habit over his Purple one, that he might 
paſs for a private Man. He arriv'd 
with his Retinue, which was very mo- 
derate, at Zga aCity of Czlicia, took 
Poſt-horſes there, as if he had been an 
ESE T Officer 
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Officer of the. Artny ſent upon ſome 
haſty Meſſage, travers'd Cappadocia, Gas 
Iatia, Bithynia, and arriv'd at Eribole, 


| Which is the Port of Niameihs. Not 


daring to enter into the City, he fail'd 
towards Chalcedon, and ſent to'ore of his 
Procurators for Money. Being diſco- 
verd by this Meſſage, he was taken 'in 
Chalced,n by ſome Soldiers who had 
been diſpatch'd after him by the falſe 
Antonin and brought back into Caps 
| padlocia, where having learnt that his 
Son was in the hands of his Enemies, he 
threw himſelf out of his Ohariot, broke 
bis Shoulderbone, and was kilfd ſoon af- 
ET 
Thus Macrinus, who was artiv'd at the 
Ape of fifty four, and was conſiderable 
for his experience in Afﬀairs, for the a- 
bility he had ſhewn in the condudt of 
Armies, and for the reputation he had 
gain'd in the World, was defeated by a 
Child whoſehathe had ſcarce been heatd 
of. This Misfortune had been prefag'd 
to him by an Oracle, whoſe words were 
theſe, * A young Prince ſhall pull down 
* another, whom A ge ſhall deprive of 
© the arength he had.” Is 


This 
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This Example ſhews clearly that the 
beſt eſtabliſh'd Power is never ſecure, and 
that when a Man is loaded with the fa- 
vours of Fortune, he ought ſtill to be upon 
his Guard, as if he expected ſhe would 
leave him. He was depriv'd in a little 
time, and by a ſtrange turn of fortune, of 
the Empire , which he enjoy'd but a 
year and two Months, wanting three 
Days, if we reckon from the day he 
poſleſs'd himſelf of it, to that of the 
Battel which he loſt, 
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foninus, the Aſſyrian, Sardanapa- 
lus, and at laſt 7:iberinas after his 
Body was. thrown into the Tyber, did 
a Very. handſon Action as ſoon as he 
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had efſtabliſh'd his Authority, and came 


to Rome, when he forgot the injurious | 
terms that Macrinus had us d in his Let= 
ters againſt him, and laid aſide all 


| thoughts of Revenge. For the reſt, 
during his Reign of three Years, nine 


Months and four Days, he was plung'd 
in Voluptuouſneſs, Unjuſt, Violent, and 
Cruel. 

Eutichian who for his Buffoonries was 
call'd the Comedian, was made of a ſud- 
den Captain of the Guards, though he 


hed never been in any other Poſt ex- 


cept that of a Prefe# of the Camp. He 


was afterwards Conſul three years to- 


gether, which Honour was never enjoy d 


by any other, and ought to be put a- 


mong the Irregularities of that Age. 
The Heads and Chief Men of the Em- 
pire who could not approve of ſuch an 
infraction of the . Laws were put to 


Death, ſome under frivolous pretences, 


and others without the leaſt colour of 
reaſon. 

Valerianus Petus was executed forha- 
ving contrivd little Images of Gold, 
which were worn as Ornaments by the 


| Ladies of Pleaſure. Sil:us Meſala, and 


Pomponius BaJes were accusd of con- 
demning 
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demning in their Hearts the Conduct of 
Avitus, In a Letter he wrote to the 
Senate he call'd them the Examiners of 
his Adtjons, and the Obſervers of all 
that :paſsd in his Palace. Baſſus was 
hs guilty of another Crime, which 
as,. that he had a very handſom Wife, 
of Noble Birth, being the Gran-daugh- 
ter of Claudius Severus. and Marcus An» 
foninus, Avitus Married her afterwards 
without giving her time to mourn for 
her Husband. I ſhall ſpeak anon of his 
Marriages, his Wives, his Husbands, 
and the monſtrous Debaucheries with 
Which he diſhonour'd both Sexes. Is it 
neceſiary to mention the names of all 
thoſe whom he put to Death without 
_ the leaſt reaſon, ſince he did not ſpare 
his beſt Friends, whoſe wiſe and whol- 
ſom Remonſtrances he could not bear ? 
One of the blackeſt of his Crimes was 
the Worſhip of HZeliogabalus, which he 
introducd into Rome, though 'twas 2 
foreign God, whom "he rever'd more 
religiouſly than any other, ſo far asto 
ſet him above Jupzter, and to get him- 
ſelf declar'd his Prieſt by Decree of the 
| Senate. He was ſo extravagant as to 
be Circumcis'd, and abſtain'd: from eat- 
A8% at 
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ing Hogs-fleſh. He appear'd often in 
publick with a Habit reſembling that 


of the Prieſts of. Sy7#a, 'and” was "there- 
upon. furnam d the. Afhrias. _ He he 8 


the ſooner a Father, as he aids 

he was not yet a Man. At Oy x: n 
bration of his Nuptials he made 'Pre- 
{ents not only to the Senate, and the 
Order of Knights, but alſo to the Se- 
narors Wives. The People were treat- 
ed at five hundred and fifty Drach- 
mas per Head, and the Soldiers at two 
hundred and fifty. "There were after- 
wards Combats of Gladzators, at which 
he was preſent in a purple Robe, as he 
was at the publick Prayers. A great 
number of Beaſts were kill'd, among 
the reſt an Elephant, and one and fit- 
ty Tygers, which was never known be- 
fore. Avitus ſoon after was divorc'd 
from Paula, under pretence that ſhe 
had ſome blemiſh upon her Body, and 
by the moſt notorious and ſcandalous 
_ infraction of the moſt ſacred Laws, he 
married Aquilia Severa the Yeſtal. In 
ſtead of bluſhing at the Sacriledge, for 
which he deſervd to have been ſcourg'd 
\1n the publick Place, to have been im- 
priſon d, 
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prifon'd, and condemn'd to ſuffer Death; 
he carried his Infolence to that height, 
as to boaſt that the Children which 

ſhould proceed from a Marriage con- 

tracted between the Chief Pricſt and 
'the Chief Yeſtal, would have ſomething 
Sacred and Divine about them. And 
yet he did not keep her long, but took 
another ſoon, and then another, and at 
laſt reſum'd Severa. About this time 
ſome extraordinary Prodigies were ob- 
ſervid in Rowe, The moſt ſurpriſing 
was that which happen'd to the Sta- 
tue of 1{s, whoſe Altar is ſupported by 
a Dog, for the face of the God was 
turn'd quite round. Sardazapalus gave 
| to the People the Diverſion of ſeveral _ 
Shows and Combats, in which Aurel:- 
us Elix ſignalizd himſelf beyond all 
his Antagoniſts. He made a general 
challenge in Piſa to Wreitle, or tight at 


Cuffs, and in Rome: at the Capitolin 


Games got the Vidtory in both thoſe 
Exerciſes. The Judges of E/:s burning 
with extream jealoutic, and being afraid 
| Jeſt he ſhould be accounted the eightlh 
after Zercules, call'd for no Combatant 
in that fort of Exerciſe, though they 
had mention'd it in their publick Adver- 
tifements, Aa} j 
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I ſhall paſs in ſilence the barbarous 
Songs that Sardanapalus ſung with his 
Mother and Grandmother in Honour 
of Heliogabalus. Nor ſhall I infiſt up- 
on his cruelty in ſacrificing Children to 


him, or the impiety of Art Magick, to 


which he was addicted. Neither is it 


_ neceſſary to ſay that he order'd a Lion, 
an Ape, and a Serpent all living, to 


be ſhut up in his Temple, the Privy 


Parts of a Man to be hung within it, 


afteting a thouſand extravagant things 
of that nature. But if I omit all theſe 
things, I cannot avoid ſpeaking of his 
whimſical fancy in giving a Wife to ZZe- 
liogabalus, as if the God had wanted a 
Wite and Children. As it was not like- 


 Iy that the Wife he ſhould provide for 


him, would be of any mean Birth or 
Fortune, he choſe the Urania of the 


Carthagintans, had her btought from 


Carthage to Rome, lodg'd her in the Pa- 


| lace, made all the Subjects of the Em- 


pire contribute towards the celebration 


of the Nuptials, as if it had been for 


an Empreſs. Theſe Preſents were giv- 
en voluntarily at this time, but they 


were exacted afterwards. As for the 


Portion, Sardanapalus would have none, 
| and 
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and only accepted of two Golden Li-_ 
ons. And yet this Emperor who was 
ſo careful to match Gods and Goddef- 
fes according tothe Laws, did not keep 
himſelf within che bounds of lawful 
Pleaſures, but had ſeveral Wives. Not 
that he took them from any occaſion 
he had for them, but through a deſire 
of imitating the abandon'd courſes of 
his Lovers. There 1s no body that can 
have the patience to make or hear the 
recital of the abominable lewdnefs he 
acted, or ſuffer'd in his own Body. There 
were other debauches to which he aban- 
_ dond himſelf fo publickly , that one 
cannot in any manner conceal them. 
_ He usdto gointo a Tavern at Night, 
- put. on falſe Hair, and perform the Of- 
Few of a Drawer. He went to Bawdy- 
houſes, drove out the lewd Women, 
and plung'd himſelf in the moſt infa- 
mous Pleaſures. In a word, he dedi- 
cated to Incontinence an Apartment of 
his Palace, at the Door of which he 
ſtood ftark naked, aiter the faſhion of 
Courtezans, behind a Curtain that hung 
| by Rings of Gold, calling thoſe that 
paſs'd by in a oft, effeminate tone. There 
were other Perſons deſtin'd to the fame 
A824 Employ- 
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Employment, whom he made uſe of ta 
ſeek out for People whoſe immodeſty 
might give him Pleaſure. He receivd 
Money of the Accomplices of his De- 
bauches, and took a pride in ſo infa- 
mous a. trade. When he was with his 
Companions in proſtitution, he brag d of 
having a greater number of Lovers than 
they, and of getting more Money. He 
exacted it indiflerently from all thoſe 
to whom he conſented. There was 
one among the reſt of a very advanta- 
_ gious form, whom he deſign'd for that 
reaſon to create Cz/ar., He drove Cha- 
riots in a green Habit, and usd that 
Exerciſe frequently in his Palace. He 
had for the Judges of his Combats the 
principal Men of the Empire, the Cap- 
rains of the Guard, his Grandmother, 
his Mother, the Ladies of Quality, the 
moſt conſiderable Senators, and ef- 
_ pecially Leon Governor of Rome, All 
theſe Perſons ſaw him dnving a Chari: 
ot, then he ask'd them for Money as 2 
reward for his Skill, like an ordinary 
Jocky, and in a word, he condeſcended 
to careſs the Soldiers. He was not fa- 
tished with driving Chariots only. He 
aitected dancing not only upon the 
| Stages 


IVE). 
Stage, but as he walk'd, facrific'd, falu- 
ted, or when he was making Speeches 
to thoſe who came to attend him. ' In 
ſhort, to reſume the ſubje& of his Mar- 
riages, he married himſelf in the quali- 
ty of a Wife, and by his own command 
was call'd Madam, and Empreſs. He 
usd to card Wool, and rub'd his Eyes 
with Pomatum. He ſhav'd his Chin, 


and made a ſolemn Feaſt for it, took 


care there ſhould not be one Hair ſeen, 


that he might the more reſemble a Wo- 


man, and receivd upon a Couch the 
Senators that came to attend him. His 


 Husband was a Slave, a Native of Carza, 
whoſe name was Ferocles, a Driver of 


Chariots, of whom he became ena- 
mour'd from an occaſion that proceed- 
cd from the exerciſe of that Profeſſion. 
For this Jerocles falling one day from 

his Chariot at the feet of Sardanapalus, 
and his Helmet flying by the violence 


_ of his fall, the Emperor ſaw thar he 


| had no Beard, and that he was very 
fair. He gave orders to have him ta- 
ken up, and carried into his own A- 


partment, with a deſign to make him 


| his Bed-fellow, and raisd him in a lir- 
tle time to that pitch of Greatneſs, that 
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it was not doubted but he had a more 
abſolute Power than himſelf. His Mo- 
ther who was but a Serving-woman was 
brought to Rowe attended with Guards, 
and put in the rank of thoſe Ladies, 
whoſe Husbands had been Conſuls. Se» 
veral others obtain'd Honours or Riches 
of him, either for exciting ſome diſtur- 
bance in the State, or for doing an A- 
ion with him that is ſhocking to Na- 
ture. He took a pride in ſo brutal a 


proſtitution, made it his boaſt like the 


moſt ſhameleſs Strumpet, and was glad 


to be ſurpriz'd in the very At. He 
afſeted to be ill-us'd by his Husband, 
- toreceive Aﬀeronts from him, and to be 


beaten by him with that Violence, that 
the marks of his Blows would ſometimes 
appear in his Face. He did not love 
him with a feeble, tranſient Warmth, 
but with a ſtrong and conſtant Paſſion ; 
ſo that in ſtead of being difpleas'd with 
the ill uſage he receiv'd from him, he 
lov'd him the more tenderly for it. He 


intended to give him the moſt convin- . 


cing proof of his Aﬀection that he could 


ere have deſird, which was to declare 


him C#zſar, and he usd Menaces upon 


this occaſion to his Grandmother, who 


diſlw a= 
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diſſwaded him from it, and-incurr'd the 
hatred of the Soldiers. We ſhall fee 
preſently how fatal the extravagance and 
brutality of this/paſſion were-to him. 
 durelius Zoticus, a Native of Smyrna, 
ſurnam'd the Cook, becauſe 'twas his 
Fathers Trade, had been paſſionately be- 
lov'd, and afterwards as much hated by 
the falſe Antoninus, which fav d his Life. 
He ſurpaſsd the other Wreſtlers in the. 
handſomneſs of his Perſon, ſtrength of 
Body, and largeneſs of that Part which 
is us d for Generation. Theſe Advan- 
tages having been diſcoverd by thoſe 
who were employ d by the Emperor to 
make a tri inquiry for ſuch whom 
Nature had more liberally provided for 
than others, he was carried off in the 
midſt of the Games, and-conducted to 
Rome with a Pomp at leaſt as Magai- 
ficent, as that which was formerly pre- 
par'd for Augares in the Reign of Seve- 
rus, or for Tiridates in that of Nero. 
He was declar'd Chamberlain before he 
was {een by the Emperor, and intro- 
duc'd into the Palace through an infi- 
Nite number of Lights, with which -it 
was adornd. As ſoon as this infamous 
Prince -perceivd him, he ran to wo 
with: 
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with a ſeeming Baſhfulneſs, and when 
Zoticus calld him Lord and Emperor | 
according to Cuſtom, he anſwer'd turn- 
ing his Head with a ſoft Airlike a Wo- 
man, and caſting laſcivious Looks up- 
on him, * You muſt not call me Lord, 
* becauſe Iam a Lady. He carried him 
to the Bath that ;nſtant; and having 
found him the mighty Man he had been 
repreſented to him, he ſupp'd in his 
As like a Miſtreſs. Ferocles being 
apprehenſive that Zoticus would come 
to have a more abſolute Power over 
the Emperor's Mind than himſelf, and 
| that aſterwards he might do him ill 
Offices out ©F Jealouſie, as 'tis cuſtoma- 
ry with Riv .is, had the dexterity to 
make him drink a Liquor that he re- 
ceivd from a Cup-bearer that was his 
Friend, which Drink ſo weakned his 
Nerves, that they had no motion all 
Night, by whoſe efect he fell into Diſ- 
grace, was deprivd of all the Gifts he 
had receiv'd, baniſh'd the Palace, Rome 
and /taly. This diſgrace ſavd his Life 
as | have already obſerv'd. Sardanapa-_ 
lus ſoon after receiv'd the puniſhment 
that his Crimes deſerv'd, and was aſlaſli- 
nated by the Soldiers, to whom, not- 


with- 
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withſtanding all the Careſſes he made 
them, his infamous Courſes, and mon- 
ſtrous Proſtitutions had rendred him 
quite inſupportable, as well as to' the 
reſt of his Subjects. Now obſerve in 
what manner he was taken out of the 
World. | 

He took Baſſ anus his Couſin into the 
Senate, and adopted him, Maziſa and 
Socemis ſtanding on each fide of him. 
He began afterwards to boaſt of the 
happineſs of having a Son older than 
himſelf, and to give out, that he had 
no need of other Children to eſtabliſh 
his Family, and that Z7eliogabalas had 
| commanded him. to adopt him, and 
to name him Alexander. As for my 
ſelf, I doubt not but this Adoption was 
made by a ſecret order from Heaven, 
and that which gives me a perſwaſion 
of the truth of it, is not what the falſe 
Antoninus declar'd. upon this occaſion 
out of Vain-glory, but the Prediction 
he: had receiv'd, that Alexander of E- 
meſus ſhould be his Succeſlor, and be- 
ſides an extraordinary accident that hap- 


_ pend in the upper Mezfta, and in 7 hrace, 
1 ſhall relate it in few words. 
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peare that took the Name, Face, 


AS 


and Equipage of Alexander of Macedon, 


appear'd' I know not how about the Dq- 
wabe, travelling through 4/aand Thrace 
with «a Retinue of four hundred Men 
that carried-branches of Trees in their 


Hands, and did no hurt to any body. 


The People of Zhrace conſented: to fur- 
niſh him with Lodgings and Proviſj- 
ons, and-gave orders that no Prefer, 


Soldier, or Governor, ſhould. dare to 


oppoſe his Paſlage. He march'd all the 
day without reſting in a Triumphant 
manner, went from thence to the Coun- 
try of Chalcedon, where having inſtitu- 


| ted a Prieſt in the Night, and put a 


woodden- Horſe in the Earth he diſap- 
peard. I heard all thisin 4a, before 
I knew any thing of what had hap- 


_ pend at Home with relation to Baſia- 
mus. Sardanapalus maintaind himſelf in 


the Sovereign Power, as long as he pre- 
ſervd any Sentiments of Friendſhip for 


| Alexander his Couſin. But he did not 


retain them long, and ſought means to 
get rid of him when he began to ſuſ- 
pet him, -and ſaw that he gain'd the 
love of all the World. Nevertheleſs how 


_ earneſt ſoever his deſire was to hurt 


ys Ale xan- 


[ 367 ] 

Alexander, he had no opportunity of 
_ doing it, becauſe his Mother, his Grand- 
mother, and the Soldiers were continu- 
ally watchful for his Safety. As ſoon 
as the Guards had diſcover'd the defign 
_ of Sardanapalus, they rais'd a Sedition 
which was not appeas'd without much 
difficulty. Sardanapalus and Alexander 
being both in the Camp, the firſt made 
profound ſubmiſſions to the Soldiers, 
who demanded to have the Compani- 
ons of his Debauches given up to them, 
_ that they mipht be chaſtisd as they 
deſerv'd. He beg'd them to ſpare Fe- 
rocles, with all the clamour and impor- 
tunity of the deepeſt Sorrow. * Let 
*him be what he will, faid he to them, 
* blubbering as he ſpoke, T eonjure you 
©to ſave his Life, and if you are in- 
© flexible, rather to kill me in his room: 
He made them bend at laſt to his in- 
treaties, and eſcap'd their anger this 
time. His Grandmother 'hated'him for 
his Exceſſes, and the defe& of his Birth, 
whereas ſhe lov'd Alexander as being 
indeed ſprang from the Family of 4= 
toninus, Sardanapalus laid another Snare 
for Alexander ſoon after, and thereby 
gave occaſion for another Mutiny iy 
vi I the 
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| the Army. As thoſe two Princes were 


together in the Camp, and the two 


Princeſſes their Mothers were conteſt= 


ing with great ' heat, and endeavouring 
to exaſperate the Soldiers, :Sardanapa- 
lus perceiv'd they had an eye upon him, 


and -were'preparing to ſeize him with 


2 deſign to' put him to Death. - He at- 
tempted that Moment to- eſcape, and 
was very near efieting it by hiding 
himſelf in a Cheſt. But he was diſco- 


ver'd, and kilF'd at the age of eighteen 


years. His Mother who held him in 
her Arms was kill'd with him. Their 
Heads were - cut. off, and their Bodies 
{trip'd, and drag'd through the City. 
Then that of Sardazapalus was thrown 


| 1nto the 7yber, and that of -his Mother 


into another place. Several others were 
executed with them, as Jerocles, the 
Captains of the Guard, and Aurelius Eus 
bulus. This laſh was a Native of Eme- 
ſus, kept the publick Regiſters, and had 
ruin'd a world of private Men in that 
Office, for which he was pull'd to pie- 
ces by the Soldiers. Fulvius Governor 


_ of Rome was likewiſe kill'd. - Eutichian 


ſurnam'd the Comedian, ſucceeded him 
in the ſame manner as he had beigrs 
1nc- 
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{ucceed him, who was Predeceſſor to 
 Futvius, for he was a Man that was 
made uſe of to ſupply the Poſt of Go» 
vernor of Rome, as he was to act ſuch 
Parts as were wanting upon the Stage. 
Heliogabalus was at the ſame time driv- 
en out of Rome. Such was the end of 
Tiberinus, All thoſe who had any thare 
in his Favours and Exceſles, were in» 
volyd in his Ruine, except one alone. 
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The Beginning of the 


REIGN 


-OF THE 
EMPEROR 
Alexander Severus. 


| $ ſoon as Tiberinus was diſpatch'd 
A in the manner [I have related, 4- 
lexander took poſleſflion of the 
Empire, and left the Adminiſtration of 
it to Domitius Uipianas Captain of the 
Guards. For what remains, I muſt ac- 
quaint thoſe who ſhall take the pains to 
read this Work, that I have not been 
able to obſerve the ſame exactneſs in 
the latter partjas in the former, becauſe 1 
was almoſt always abſent from Rome in 
theſe latter years. In going from the 
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leſſer 4/ra to Bithynia, I fell into a trou- 
bleſom fit of Sickneſs. When I was re- 
coverd | made a Voyage to Egypt, the 
Government whereot was given me, 
Upon my return into /zaly, 1 was ſent 
away into Da/matia and Pannonia. From 
thence I return'd to Rome, then into 
Campania, and at length to my own 
Houſe. Theſe frequent changes of A- 
bode having hindred me from inform- 
ing my felt of the particulars of Af- 
fairs with that exactneſs I could wiſh, 
I ſhall relate in few words what paſs'd 
_ to my ſecond Conſulſhip. Ulpzanus re- 
 form'd a world of Abuſes that had been 
introducd in the former Reign. But 
he got Flavian and Chereſtes put to death 
in order to have their Employments, 
_ and was ſoon after kill'd himſelt in the 
Night by a conſpiracy of the Guards, 
though he had fled to the Palace for 
Refuge, and implor'd the protection of 
the Emperor and his Mother. Before 
this bloody Execution there aroſe upon 
a very ilight occaſion, fo furious a dif- 
ference between the People and the 
Guards, that they tought for three days 
ſuccellively, and ſeveral of each ſide 
were kill'd upon the place. "The Soldi- 

ers 
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ers having the diſadvantage ſet fire to 
the Houſes, and the People, fearing the 
whole City would be conſum'd, made. 
peace with them. TR. 

Epagatus who had been the cauſe of 
the death of Ulpianus, was ſent to E- 
gypt in the Quality of Governor , leſt 
if he had been arraign'd for it in Rome, 
and condemn'd to die, the execution 
might have rais d ſome Diſturbance. But 
he was carried a little after to Crete, 
try d, and executed. 

There were at the ſame time feve- 
_ ral Inſurreions, ſome of which were 
dreaded for their Conſequences, and ſoon 
after ceasd. The diſorders in Meſopo- 
tamia were more terrible, and not only 
afteted Rome, but all the Provinces. 
Artaxerxes the Perſian having defeated 
the Parthians 1n three Battels, and kill'd 
Artabanus their King, entred into Ar- 
_ menta, from whence he was driven by 
the Inhabitants of the Country, by the. 
Medes, and by the Sons of Artabanus, 
unleſs we are willing to give credit to 
what ſome aſſure, which is that he re-_ 
tird of his own accord with a deſign 
to make new Levies, and to provide 
Magazines. In ſhort, he was poun 

 for- 
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formidable by the number of his Troops | 


which were diſpers'd in Meſopotamia and 
_ Syria, and by his threatnings to poſleſs 
himſelf of all the Country that exten- 
ded to the Sea of Greece, and formerly 


| belong'd to the Perſian Power. "Twas. 
not that he was fo very conſiderable, 
nor that he appear'd invincible ; but he 
alarm'd us the more , becauſe our Sol- 
diers were in fo bad a diſpoſition, thar 
ſeveral deſerted to him, and the reſt that 
remain d in our Camp refus'd to ſerve. 
Thoſe who were in Meſopotamia were un- | 


der fo looſe a Diſcipline, and livd inſuch 
2 contempt of Puniſhment, that they 


kill d Flavias Heracleon their Comman- 


der. The Companies of Guards had the 
inſolence to make complaints againſt me, 
as they had done before againſt Ulpta- 


14s, and to accuſe me of having eſta- 


bliſh'd roo ſtrict a Diſcipline among the 
Troops of Pannonia, which made them 
apprehenſive of being oblig'd to the ſame 
| ſeverity. Alexander was {o far from liſt- 
ning to what they ſaid, that he did me 
the honour to deſign me Conſul a ſe- 
cond time, to chooſe me for his Col- 
legue, and to be himſelf at the charge 
this High Office oblig'd me to. When I 

ſaw 
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ſaw that his choice was unacceptable to 
the Guards, I was afraid leſt they ſhould 
riſe to that exceſs of Inſolence, as to kill 
we at the time I wore the marks of ſo 
eminent a Dignity, and the Emperor 
commanded me to paſs that year in 7ta- 
ty. When it was expir'd, I return'd to 
| Rome, and went into Campania where 
Alexander was, appear'd without any di- 
truſt amidſt the Soldiers, and at laſt by 
_ yeaſon of an indiſpoſition in my Feet, 
| obtain'd leave to return into my own 
- Country for the remainder of my Life, 


as my Guardian Spirit had foretold me_ 
would happen, when he commanded me 


to put at the end of my Hiſtory theſe 
| Verſes of Homer, 


| Hector un/haken in the Battel ſtood, 

| In vain his Foes the fierce Attack renew'd, 

For Jove himſelf was there his Guardian: 
(God. 


FINIS. 


7” 


m——_— 


——_ oo — 


tc gre wt _—_—_————_—_— 
EE ned 200 Wee Co —- 


